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Young Adults Increasingly Pessimisitic
about the Direction of the Country but
Energized about Politics

Majorities of Black, Latino/a, Asian, and white Millennials disapprove of
President Trump’s performance.

CHICAGO, March 18, 2017—A new survey released today shows that about 70 percent of
African American, Asian American, and Latino/a young adults disapprove of Donald Trump’s first days in
office while 55 percent of young whites say the same. More than 6 in 10 report he is doing badly in
terms of the policies he’s put forward to date, while 2 in 10 give him positive marks. There is growing
pessimism among Millennials, as those who believe the country is off on the wrong track rose from 52
percent in December to 63 percent in February.

While many young adults report being dissatisfied with the new administration, a majority report
political participation since the election. Most of the participation is online, with about 4 in 10 young
African Americans, Asian Americans, Latino/as, and whites saying they have shared information online
about the Trump presidency. Majorities of those who report participating in politics say it is in
opposition to President Trump. For example, among those who have contacted an elected official, 62
percent say they did so to express opposition to Trump while 13 percent say it was to express support.

The most recent GenForward survey from the at the University of Chicago with
measures young adults’ attitudes toward the
first weeks of the Trump administration.

“Our findings suggest a considerable amount of political activity today is taking place online, and that
political activism in the early part of Trump’s presidency has been more common among young people
who oppose President Trump than among those who support him,” said Cathy Cohen, a professor of
political science and founder of the Black Youth Project and GenForward survey at the University of
Chicago. “Our results show that young people widely disapprove of Donald Trump and his
administration and young people express considerable concern about the direction of the country
under the new president. We also find that these views vary widely across race and ethnicity.”

Many Millennials express concern about Trump’s relations with Russia and Russian intervention in the
presidential election. Fifty-six percent of Millennials of all races and ethnicities believe that the United
States should not work more closely with Russia. And while a majority of all Millennials (58 percent)
believe that Russia intervened in the 2016 presidential election, whites are less likely than young adults
of color to say that intervention had any significant impact on the election.

There are also differences across race and ethnicity in perceptions of the most important problems
facing the country. Young people of color cite racism as one of the three most important problems, but
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this is not a top issue for many white young adults. At the same time, education is one of the top issues
for Millennials of all races and ethnicities.

“The GenForward survey provides a unique opportunity to explore the similarities and differences in the
beliefs of young adults of different races and ethnicities,” said Trevor Tompson, director of The AP-NORC
Center. “The findings show there is a growing pessimism among young adults across races and
ethnicities, but there are differences among the groups when it comes to several issues that matter
most for young adults.”

Some of the key findings from the nationally representative survey of young people age 18-30:

Nearly two thirds of Millennials, including majorities of young adults in each racial and ethnic group,
feel the country is off on the wrong track. And their pessimism is on the rise—up 11 percentage
points since the question was last asked in December.

A majority of young adults report participating in politics since the election, and political
participation has mostly been online. For example, about 4 in 10 young African Americans, Asian
Americans, Latino/as, and whites say they have shared information online about the Trump
presidency.

About 7 in 10 African Americans (71 percent), Asian Americans (69 percent), and Latino/as (72
percent) disapprove of Trump’s performance as president, compared with 55 percent of whites.

Many Millennials are concerned about Trump’s relations with Russia. Though fewer whites (39
percent) are suspicious of Russian intervention in the presidential election, 54 percent of Asian
Americans, 53 percent of Latino/as, and 49 percent of African Americans believe that the 2016
election was hampered by the Russians.

About the Survey

The survey results are from GenForward, a survey of the Black Youth Project at the University of
Chicago with The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The February survey featured a
nationally representative sample of 1,833 adults age 18-30 years old. Interviews were completed
online and using landlines and cell phones from February 16 to March 6, 2017. Results have a margin of
sampling error of +/- 4.0 percentage points. More information about the survey and reports can be
found at

The proper description of the survey’s authorship is as follows: GenForward is a survey of the Black
Youth Project at the University of Chicago with The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research.

About the Black Youth Project

The Black Youth Project (BYP) began as a national survey research project led by Dr. Cathy Cohen in
2005 and has since grown into an organization committed to: 1) producing research about the ideas,
attitudes, decision-making, and lived experiences of youth and young adults, especially from
communities of color, 2) amplifying the perspectives of young people daily without censorship or
control via the BYP website, and 3) providing resources to encourage civic engagement and media
literacy among youth and young adults.
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BYP has both developed and fielded new national surveys that provide insight into the concerns of
young Americans, detailing their policy preferences, participatory practices, and views about their
communities and the country. Recent media citations include MSNBC, Politico, CNN, National
Public Radio, The New York Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, The Associated Press, and
Reuters.

About The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research

The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research taps into the power of social science research and
the highest-quality journalism to bring key information to people across the nation and throughout
the world.

The Associated Press (AP) is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from
every corner of the world to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the
most trusted source of independent news and information. On any given day, more than half the
world's population sees news from AP.

NORC at the University of Chicago is a non-partisan and objective research institution that delivers
reliable data and rigorous analysis to guide critical programmatic, business, and policy decisions. Since
1941, NORC has conducted groundbreaking studies, created and applied innovative methods and
tools, and advanced principles of scientific integrity and collaboration. Today, government, corporate,
and nonprofit clients around the world partner with NORC to transform increasingly complex
information into useful knowledge.

The two organizations have established The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research to conduct,
analyze, and distribute social science research in the public interest on newsworthy topics, and to
use the power of journalism to tell the stories that research reveals.
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