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Study Methodology 

This survey was conducted by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and with 

funding from MTV and NORC at the University of Chicago. Staff from NORC at the University of 

Chicago, The Associated Press, and MTV collaborated on all aspects of the study.  

Data were collected using AmeriSpeak®, NORC’s probability-based panel designed to be representative 

of the U.S. household population. During the initial recruitment phase of the panel, randomly selected 

U.S. households were sampled with a known, non-zero probability of selection from the NORC National 

Sample Frame and then contacted by U.S. mail, email, telephone, and field interviewers (face-to-face). 

The panel provides sample coverage of approximately 97 percent of the U.S. household population. 

Those excluded from the sample include people with P.O. Box only addresses, some addresses not listed 

in the USPS Delivery Sequence File, and some newly constructed dwellings. 

Interviews for this survey were conducted between April 23 and May 9, 2018, with young people age 15 

to 34 and parents of young people age 15 to 26 representing the 50 states and the District of Columbia. 

Interviews were conducted in both English and Spanish, depending on respondent preference. Adult panel 

members age 18 to 34 were randomly drawn from AmeriSpeak, and 791 completed the survey—780 via 

the web and 11 via telephone. Teen panel members age 15 to 17 were drawn from AmeriSpeak Teen, and 

148 completed the survey—145 via the web and 3 via telephone. Adult panel members who are known 

parents of 15 to 17 year olds were randomly drawn from AmeriSpeak, and 104 completed the survey—

101 via the web and 3 via telephone. In addition, panel members age 30 to 76 were randomly drawn to 

screen for parents of young adults age 18 to 26, and 503 completed the survey—469 via the web and 34 

via telephone. 

Among young people age 15 to 34, the final stage completion rate is 25.9 percent, the weighted household 

panel response rate is 33.7 percent, and the weighted household panel retention rate is 87.2 percent, for a 

cumulative response rate of 7.6 percent. The overall margin of sampling error among young people age 

15 to 34 is +/- 4.3 percentage points at the 95 percent confidence level, including the design effect. The 

overall margin of sampling error among young people age 15 to 26 is +/- 5.6 percentage points at the 95 

percent confidence level, including the design effect. The margin of sampling error may be higher for 

subgroups. 

Among parents of young people age 15 to 26, the screener completion rate is 27.9 percent, with an 

incidence rate of 25.2. The interview completion rate is 95.6 percent, and the final stage completion rate 
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is 26.7 percent, the weighted household panel response rate is 33.7 percent, and the weighted household 

panel retention rate is 87.2 percent, for a cumulative response rate of 7.8 percent. The overall margin of 

sampling error is +/- 6.7 percentage points at the 95 percent confidence level, including the design effect. 

The margin of sampling error may be higher for subgroups.  

Once the sample has been selected and fielded, and all the study data have been collected and made final, 

a poststratification process is used to adjust for any survey nonresponse as well as any noncoverage or 

under and oversampling resulting from the study specific sample design. Poststratification variables 

included age, gender, census division, race/ethnicity, and education. Weighting variables were obtained 

from the 2017 Current Population Survey. The weighted data reflect the U.S. population of young people 

age 15 to 34 and parents of young people age 15 to 26. 

For more information, email info@apnorc.org.  
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About The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research 

The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research taps into the power of social science research and the 

highest quality journalism to bring key information to people across the nation and throughout the world.  

■ The Associated Press is the world’s essential news organization, bringing fast, unbiased news to all 

media platforms and formats. 

■ NORC at the University of Chicago is one of the oldest and most respected, objective social science 

research institutions in the world. 

The two organizations have established The AP-NORC Center to conduct, analyze, and distribute social 

science research in the public interest on newsworthy topics, and to use the power of journalism to tell the 

stories that research reveals.  

The founding principles of The AP-NORC Center include a mandate to carefully preserve and protect the 

scientific integrity and objectivity of NORC and the journalistic independence of The Associated Press. 

All work conducted by The AP-NORC Center conforms to the highest levels of scientific integrity to 

prevent any real or perceived bias in the research. All of the work of The AP-NORC Center is subject to 

review by its advisory committee to help ensure it meets these standards. The AP-NORC Center 

publicizes the results of all studies and makes all datasets and study documentation available to scholars 

and the public.  
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About MTV 

MTV is a global youth culture brand inspired by music. For more information, check out mtvpress.com. 

MTV is a unit of Viacom Inc. (NASDAQ: VIAB, VIA) 
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Index of Variables: Listed in the order they appear on the file 

# Variable Question Type Length Label 

1 SU_ID N/A Num 8 SU_ID: CaseID 

2 FINALWT N/A Num 8 FINALWT: Post-stratification 
weights - teens age 15-17, 
parents of teens age 15-17, 
parents of adults age 18-26 
(n=1546) 

3 WEIGHTPOP N/A Num 8 WEIGHTPOP: Post-
stratification weights - teens 
age 15-17, parents of teens 
age 15-17, parents of adults 
age 18-26 (n=1546) 

4 SURV_MODE N/A Num 8 SURV_MODE: Survey 
interview mode (online or 
phone) 

5 SURV_LANG N/A Num 8 SURV_LANG: Survey 
Interview Language 

6 RESPONDENT N/A Num 8 RESPONDENT: Respondent 
type 

7 Q1 Q1, Q1A, 
Q1B, Q1C 

Num 8 Q1: Overall, do you approve or 
disapprove of the way Donald 
Trump is handling his job as 
president? 

8 Q3 Q3 Num 8 Q3: When thinking about the 
future of the United States, 
would you say that you feel…? 

9 Q4 Q4 Num 8 Q4: Of all the issues facing the 
country right now, what 
concerns you the most? 
[OPEN-ENDED RESPONSE] 

10 Q5A Q5 Num 8 Q5A: How anxious have you 
felt about the state of the 
country? 

11 Q5B Q5 Num 8 Q5B: How angry have you felt 
about the state of the country? 

12 Q5C Q5 Num 8 Q5C: How positive have you 
felt about the state of the 
country? 

13 Q5D Q5 Num 8 Q5D: How excited have you 
felt about the state of the 
country? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

14 Q6 Q6 Num 8 Q6: In the past month, how 
well do you feel American 
politics have been functioning? 

15 Q7A Q7A Num 8 Q7A: How much do elected 
public officials care what 
people like you think? 

16 Q7B Q7B Num 8 Q7B: How much can people 
like you affect what the 
government does? 

17 Q9A Q9 Num 8 Q9A: [I’m reading or watching 
news about the midterms, 
such as about the candidates, 
the issues, or other aspects of 
the election] Thinking about 
the 2018 midterm elections in 
November, how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 

18 Q9B Q9 Num 8 Q9B: [I’m 
posting/liking/commenting 
about the midterms on social 
media] Thinking about the 
2018 midterm elections in 
November, how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 

19 Q9C Q9 Num 8 Q9C: [I’m sharing political 
memes related to the 
midterms on social media] 
Thinking about the 2018 
midterm elections in 
November, how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 

20 Q9D Q9 Num 8 Q9D: [I’m participating in 
events related to the midterms 
such as candidate forums or 
rallies] Thinking about the 
2018 midterm elections in 
November, how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

21 Q9E Q9 Num 8 Q9E: [I’m volunteering with a 
candidate or issue campaign] 
Thinking about the 2018 
midterm elections in 
November, how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 

22 Q11A Q11 Num 8 Q11A: [Gun control] What 
letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 

23 Q11B Q11 Num 8 Q11B: [Cost of higher 
education] What letter grade, 
A through F, would you give 
the federal government for 
how well they are addressing 
each of the following issues? 

24 Q11C Q11 Num 8 Q11C: [Foreign relations] 
What letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 

25 Q11D Q11 Num 8 Q11D: [Immigration] What 
letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 

26 Q11E Q11 Num 8 Q11E: [The environment and 
climate change] What letter 
grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government 
for how well they are 
addressing each of the 
following issues? 

27 Q11F Q11 Num 8 Q11F: [Health care policy] 
What letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

28 Q11G Q11 Num 8 Q11G: [Income inequality] 
What letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 

29 Q11H Q11 Num 8 Q11H: [The economy] What 
letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 

30 Q11I Q11 Num 8 Q11I: [Taxes] What letter 
grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government 
for how well they are 
addressing each of the 
following issues? 

31 Q11J Q11 Num 8 Q11J: [Sexual harassment and 
assault] What letter grade, A 
through F, would you give the 
federal government for how 
well they are addressing each 
of the following issues? 

32 Q11K Q11 Num 8 Q11K: [Abortion] What letter 
grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government 
for how well they are 
addressing each of the 
following issues? 

33 Q11L Q11 Num 8 Q11L: [Racism] What letter 
grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government 
for how well they are 
addressing each of the 
following issues? 

34 Q11M Q11 Num 8 Q11M: [The rights of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) Americans] What letter 
grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government 
for how well they are 
addressing each of the 
following issues? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

35 Q11N Q11 Num 8 Q11N: [Terrorism and 
homeland security] What letter 
grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government 
for how well they are 
addressing each of the 
following issues? 

36 Q11O Q11 Num 8 Q11O: [Treatment of citizens 
by police and justice system] 
What letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 

37 Q11P Q11 Num 8 Q11P: [The quality of 
education] What letter grade, 
A through F, would you give 
the federal government for 
how well they are addressing 
each of the following issues? 

38 Q11Q Q11 Num 8 Q11Q: [Job creation] What 
letter grade, A through F, 
would you give the federal 
government for how well they 
are addressing each of the 
following issues? 

39 Q12A Q12A Num 8 Q12A: Switching gears for a 
moment, please think about 
your parent or guardian who 
most recently had a birthday. 
Please keep this person in 
your mind when answering the 
next few questions. What is 
this person’s relationship to 
you? 

40 Q12B Q12B Num 8 Q12B: Switching gears for a 
moment, please think about 
your child or children between 
the ages of [15 and 17/18 and 
26]. Please think of the child 
who most recently had a 
birthday and keep them in your 
mind when answering the next 
few questions. What is this 
child’s relationship to you? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

41 Q12C Q12C Num 8 Q12C: Thinking of your 
[FAMILY MEMBER IN 
Q12A/Q12B], how often do 
you talk to [him/her/them] 
about political and social 
issues? 

42 Q13 Q13 Num 8 Q13: When you talk with 
[him/her/them] about political 
and social issues, how would 
you describe how the 
discussion goes? 

43 Q14A Q14 Num 8 Q14A: [Gun control] When 
talking about the following 
issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

44 Q14B Q14 Num 8 Q14B: [Cost of higher 
education] When talking about 
the following issues, do you 
tend to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 

45 Q14C Q14 Num 8 Q14C: [Foreign relations] 
When talking about the 
following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 

46 Q14D Q14 Num 8 Q14D: [Immigration] When 
talking about the following 
issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

47 Q14E Q14 Num 8 Q14E: [The environment and 
climate change] When talking 
about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree 
with [him/her/them]? 

48 Q14F Q14 Num 8 Q14F: [Health care policy] 
When talking about the 
following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 

49 Q14G Q14 Num 8 Q14G: [Income inequality] 
When talking about the 
following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

50 Q14H Q14 Num 8 Q14H: [The economy] When 
talking about the following 
issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

51 Q14I Q14 Num 8 Q14I: [Taxes] When talking 
about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree 
with [him/her/them]? 

52 Q14J Q14 Num 8 Q14J: [Sexual harassment and 
assault] When talking about 
the following issues, do you 
tend to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 

53 Q14K Q14 Num 8 Q14K: [Abortion] When talking 
about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree 
with [him/her/them]? 

54 Q14L Q14 Num 8 Q14L: [Racism] When talking 
about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree 
with [him/her/them]? 

55 Q14M Q14 Num 8 Q14M: [The rights of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) Americans] When 
talking about the following 
issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

56 Q14N Q14 Num 8 Q14N: [Terrorism and 
homeland security] When 
talking about the following 
issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

57 Q14O Q14 Num 8 Q14O: [Treatment of citizens 
by police and justice system] 
When talking about the 
following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 

58 Q14P Q14 Num 8 Q14P: [The quality of 
education] When talking about 
the following issues, do you 
tend to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 

59 Q14Q Q14 Num 8 Q14Q: [Job creation] When 
talking about the following 
issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

60 Q14T Q14T Num 8 Q14T: When talking with your 
[FAMILY MEMBER IN 
Q12A/Q12B] about Donald 
Trump and how he’s handling 
his job as president, do you 
tend to agree or disagree with 
[him/her/them]? 

61 Q15 Q15 Num 8 Q15: In general, when you 
disagree with [him, her, that 
person] about political or social 
issues, how often would you 
say that you’re able to 
persuade [him/her/them] to 
change [his, her, their] views? 

62 Q16 Q16 Num 8 Q16: In general, when you 
disagree with [him, her, that 
person] about political or social 
issues, how often would you 
say that [he is, she is, they 
are] able to persuade you to 
change your views? 

63 Q20A Q20 Num 8 Q20A: [Rigid] Thinking about 
people in your generation, 
compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you 
think the following words 
describe your generation 
better, describe [his, her, their] 
generation better, or describe 
both generations about equally 
well? 

64 Q20B Q20 Num 8 Q20B: [Patriotic] Thinking 
about people in your 
generation, compared to 
people in [his, her, their] 
generation, do you think the 
following words describe your 
generation better, describe 
[his, her, their] generation 
better, or describe both 
generations about equally 
well? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

65 Q20C Q20 Num 8 Q20C: [Idealistic] Thinking 
about people in your 
generation, compared to 
people in [his, her, their] 
generation, do you think the 
following words describe your 
generation better, describe 
[his, her, their] generation 
better, or describe both 
generations about equally 
well? 

66 Q20D Q20 Num 8 Q20D: [Politically active] 
Thinking about people in your 
generation, compared to 
people in [his, her, their] 
generation, do you think the 
following words describe your 
generation better, describe 
[his, her, their] generation 
better, or describe both 
generations about equally 
well? 

67 Q20E Q20 Num 8 Q20E: [Compassionate] 
Thinking about people in your 
generation, compared to 
people in [his, her, their] 
generation, do you think the 
following words describe your 
generation better, describe 
[his, her, their] generation 
better, or describe both 
generations about equally 
well? 

68 Q20F Q20 Num 8 Q20F: [Moral] Thinking about 
people in your generation, 
compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you 
think the following words 
describe your generation 
better, describe [his, her, their] 
generation better, or describe 
both generations about equally 
well? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

69 Q20G Q20 Num 8 Q20G: [Uninformed] Thinking 
about people in your 
generation, compared to 
people in [his, her, their] 
generation, do you think the 
following words describe your 
generation better, describe 
[his, her, their] generation 
better, or describe both 
generations about equally 
well? 

70 Q21A Q21 Num 8 Q21A: [A holiday gathering 
was ruined] Now, thinking 
about your whole, extended 
family, have disagreements 
over politics ever led to any of 
the following? 

71 Q21B Q21 Num 8 Q21B: [You unfriended or 
blocked a family member on 
social media] Now, thinking 
about your whole, extended 
family, have disagreements 
over politics ever led to any of 
the following? 

72 Q21C Q21 Num 8 Q21C: [A family member 
unfriended or blocked you or 
someone else in the family on 
social media] Now, thinking 
about your whole, extended 
family, have disagreements 
over politics ever led to any of 
the following? 

73 Q21D Q21 Num 8 Q21D: [You decided not to 
attend a family event] Now, 
thinking about your whole, 
extended family, have 
disagreements over politics 
ever led to any of the 
following? 

74 Q21E Q21 Num 8 Q21E: [A family member 
decided not to attend a family 
event] Now, thinking about 
your whole, extended family, 
have disagreements over 
politics ever led to any of the 
following? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

75 Q21AA Q21AA Num 8 Q21AA: In your view, do the 
Republican and Democratic 
parties do an adequate job of 
representing the American 
people, or do they do such a 
poor job that a third major 
party is needed? 

76 POLITICS PID1 Num 8 POLITICS: Do you consider 
yourself a Democrat, a 
Republican, an independent, 
or none of these? 

77 DEMO PIDA Num 8 DEMO: Do you consider 
yourself a strong or moderate 
Democrat? 

78 REPUB PIDI Num 8 REPUB: Do you consider 
yourself a strong or moderate 
Republican?  

79 INDEP PIDB Num 8 INDEP: Do you lean more 
toward the Democrats or the 
Republicans? 

80 IDEO G11B Num 8 IDEO: How would you 
characterize your political 
views? 

81 QVOTE2016 QVOTE2016 Num 8 QVOTE2016: Did you vote in 
the 2016 Presidential election 
for Donald Trump, Hillary 
Clinton, or someone else? 

82 EMPSTATUS N/A Num 8 EMPSTATUS: Employment 
status 

83 MARITAL N/A Num 8 MARITAL: Marital status 

84 AGEGRP N/A Num 8 AGEGRP: Age 

85 EDUCATION N/A Num 8 EDUCATION: Educational 
attainment if age 18 or older 

86 P_EDUCATION N/A Num 8 P_EDUCATION: Parents' 
highest education level if age 
15-17 

87 RACETH N/A Num 8 RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

88 HHINCOME N/A Num 8 HHINCOME: Household 
income 

89 GENDER N/A Num 8 GENDER: Gender 

90 STATE N/A Char 2 STATE: State of residence 

91 CENSUS_REGION N/A Num 8 CENSUS_REGION: Census 
region 
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Variable #7 is collapsed or recoded from original data, making the coding frame of this variable different 

from the survey questionnaire. It is also derived from more than one question.  

Variables #82-91 are AmeriSpeak® profile variables. These variables are collapsed or recoded to 

minimize the risk of disclosing respondent privacy. 
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Details of Variables 

■ “.” Or space: logic skip, respondent is not applicable to a specific question 

■ 99: missing, survey non-respondent 

 

TEEN/YOUNG ADULT SAMPLE FREQUENCIES 

 

SURV_MODE: Survey interview mode (online or phone) 

SURV_MODE Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Phone interview 14 1,130,472 1.30 

(2) Web Interview 925 85,601,720 98.70 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

SURV_LANG: Survey Interview Language 

SURV_LANG Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) English 921 85,677,874 98.78 

(2) Spanish 18 1,054,318 1.22 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

       

RESPONDENT: Respondent type 

RESPONDENT Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Teen or young adult 939 86,732,192 100.00 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q1: Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his 
job as president? 

Q1 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Strongly approve 93 8,918,766 10.28 

(2) Somewhat approve 180 17,088,022 19.70 

(3) Lean toward approving 0 0 0.00 

(4) Do not lean either way 5 323,259 0.37 

(5) Lean toward disapproving 0 0 0.00 

(6) Somewhat disapprove 173 17,393,146 20.05 

(7) Strongly disapprove 486 42,664,909 49.19 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 344,091 0.40 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q3: When thinking about the future of the United States, would you say that you 
feel…? 

Q3 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Generally optimistic 432 39,705,075 45.78 

(2) Generally pessimistic 503 46,695,914 53.84 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 331,203 0.38 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q4: Of all the issues facing the country right now, what concerns you the most? 
[OPEN-ENDED RESPONSE] 

Q4 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) The economy: jobs, debt, poverty, cost of 
living, etc. 

139 13,828,017 15.94 

(2) Education: quality, costs, etc. 29 2,328,120 2.68 

(3) Health care: costs, etc. 42 4,028,172 4.64 

(4) Crime, safety, violence, in general 17 2,065,704 2.38 

(5) Gun laws: school shootings, gun control, 
Second Amendment, assault rifles, guns, etc. 

63 5,595,456 6.45 

(6) Immigration: DACA, border wall, 
immigrants, etc. 

62 4,931,925 5.69 

(7) Environment: climate change, natural 
disasters, etc. 

36 3,203,279 3.69 

(8) Social inequality 134 11,891,253 13.71 

(9) War or threat of nuclear war 73 7,164,510 8.26 

(10) Foreign policy: international relations, 
mentions of specific countries, etc. 

46 3,615,733 4.17 

(11) Concerns about Trump, leadership 47 3,990,044 4.60 

(12) Terrorism, homeland security, national 
security 

28 2,600,048 3.00 

(13) Political climate: lack of bipartisanship, 
division, lack of empathy, ideological 
differences, etc. 

48 4,490,090 5.18 

(14) Other issues 58 6,316,171 7.28 

(15) "Everything" 9 631,478 0.73 

(16) "Nothing" 3 534,208 0.62 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 105 9,517,985 10.97 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q5A: How anxious have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 118 11,055,761 12.75 

(2) Very 227 22,031,132 25.40 

(3) Moderately 318 29,435,322 33.94 

(4) Slightly 182 15,817,955 18.24 

(5) Not at all 93 8,363,351 9.64 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 28,672 0.03 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

 

Q5B: How angry have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 135 13,419,849 15.47 

(2) Very 209 18,396,589 21.21 

(3) Moderately 313 30,799,496 35.51 

(4) Slightly 180 15,838,366 18.26 

(5) Not at all 100 8,063,294 9.30 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 214,598 0.25 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q5C: How positive have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 22 1,774,381 2.05 

(2) Very 63 5,860,126 6.76 

(3) Moderately 293 27,796,523 32.05 

(4) Slightly 322 29,763,777 34.32 

(5) Not at all 238 21,508,713 24.80 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 28,672 0.03 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q5D: How excited have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 20 1,629,565 1.88 

(2) Very 50 5,043,539 5.82 

(3) Moderately 242 21,974,528 25.34 

(4) Slightly 252 24,562,282 28.32 

(5) Not at all 371 32,991,571 38.04 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 530,707 0.61 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q6: In the past month, how well do you feel American politics have been functioning? 

Q6 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Functioning extremely well 14 1,545,102 1.78 

(2) Functioning very well 37 3,598,886 4.15 

(3) Functioning moderately well 261 23,620,709 27.23 

(4) Not functioning too well 417 38,976,972 44.94 

(5) Not functioning well at all 207 18,781,955 21.66 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 208,568 0.24 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q7A: How much do elected public officials care what people like you think? 

Q7A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A great deal 19 2,334,768 2.69 

(2) A lot 31 3,029,764 3.49 

(3) A moderate amount 241 23,778,296 27.42 

(4) A little 392 33,041,947 38.10 

(5) Not at all 251 23,930,910 27.59 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 616,507 0.71 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q7B: How much can people like you affect what the government does? 

Q7B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A great deal 42 3,950,676 4.56 

(2) A lot 97 8,313,082 9.58 

(3) A moderate amount 262 27,249,603 31.42 

(4) A little 400 33,444,638 38.56 

(5) Not at all 132 13,346,865 15.39 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 427,327 0.49 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q9A: [I’m reading or watching news about the midterms, such as about the candidates, 
the issues, or other aspects of the election] Thinking about the 2018 midterm elections 

in November, how often are you engaged in the following activities? 

Q9A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 165 15,546,556 17.92 

(2) Sometimes 305 25,958,858 29.93 

(3) Rarely 260 24,914,693 28.73 

(4) Never 206 19,891,339 22.93 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 420,747 0.49 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q9B: [I’m posting/liking/commenting about the midterms on social media] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the 

following activities? 

Q9B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 50 4,591,212 5.29 

(2) Sometimes 184 16,783,104 19.35 

(3) Rarely 201 17,849,309 20.58 

(4) Never 500 47,036,876 54.23 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 471,693 0.54 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        
 

  



NORC  |  Comparing the Political Views of Young People and Their Parents’ Generation 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  22 

Q9C: [I’m sharing political memes related to the midterms on social media] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the 

following activities? 

Q9C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 47 5,396,363 6.22 

(2) Sometimes 161 14,248,886 16.43 

(3) Rarely 173 15,885,387 18.32 

(4) Never 550 50,258,699 57.95 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 942,859 1.09 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q9D: [I’m participating in events related to the midterms such as candidate forums or 
rallies] Thinking about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you 

engaged in the following activities? 

Q9D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 21 1,618,528 1.87 

(2) Sometimes 111 11,832,023 13.64 

(3) Rarely 151 13,150,732 15.16 

(4) Never 651 59,582,913 68.70 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 547,997 0.63 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q9E: [I’m volunteering with a candidate or issue campaign] Thinking about the 2018 
midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the following activities? 

Q9E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 19 2,047,478 2.36 

(2) Sometimes 74 6,269,687 7.23 

(3) Rarely 119 11,378,540 13.12 

(4) Never 723 66,294,168 76.44 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 742,319 0.86 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q11A: [Gun control] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 56 5,151,495 5.94 

(2) B 80 6,486,790 7.48 

(3) C 150 15,800,382 18.22 

(4) D 174 16,728,824 19.29 

(5) F 409 36,319,331 41.88 

(77) Not sure 68 6,098,194 7.03 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 147,176 0.17 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11B: [Cost of higher education] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the 
federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 21 1,882,015 2.17 

(2) B 47 4,419,671 5.10 

(3) C 165 17,309,335 19.96 

(4) D 227 18,774,136 21.65 

(5) F 382 34,937,391 40.28 

(77) Not sure 93 9,282,807 10.70 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 126,838 0.15 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11C: [Foreign relations] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 37 3,440,865 3.97 

(2) B 116 9,922,139 11.44 

(3) C 227 21,543,168 24.84 

(4) D 222 19,922,019 22.97 

(5) F 251 24,151,212 27.85 

(77) Not sure 84 7,738,374 8.92 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 14,415 0.02 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q11D: [Immigration] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 33 3,515,267 4.05 

(2) B 85 7,437,457 8.58 

(3) C 179 18,284,745 21.08 

(4) D 208 17,279,445 19.92 

(5) F 366 34,468,224 39.74 

(77) Not sure 67 5,736,217 6.61 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 10,838 0.01 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11E: [The environment and climate change] What letter grade, A through F, would 
you give the federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following 

issues? 

Q11E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 29 2,740,421 3.16 

(2) B 65 6,339,073 7.31 

(3) C 171 16,698,191 19.25 

(4) D 192 17,221,249 19.86 

(5) F 394 36,997,511 42.66 

(77) Not sure 86 6,643,829 7.66 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 91,919 0.11 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11F: [Health care policy] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11F Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 22 2,237,323 2.58 

(2) B 61 5,790,149 6.68 

(3) C 233 22,482,998 25.92 

(4) D 255 23,762,670 27.40 

(5) F 297 26,460,037 30.51 

(77) Not sure 65 5,796,628 6.68 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 202,387 0.23 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q11G: [Income inequality] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11G Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 37 3,021,101 3.48 

(2) B 72 6,527,635 7.53 

(3) C 195 18,028,052 20.79 

(4) D 198 18,584,873 21.43 

(5) F 338 31,623,189 36.46 

(77) Not sure 92 8,415,537 9.70 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 531,804 0.61 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11H: [The economy] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11H Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 58 5,046,679 5.82 

(2) B 150 14,696,823 16.95 

(3) C 275 23,833,399 27.48 

(4) D 196 16,863,801 19.44 

(5) F 197 20,176,632 23.26 

(77) Not sure 61 6,041,353 6.97 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 73,507 0.08 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11I: [Taxes] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal government 
for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11I Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 62 5,544,913 6.39 

(2) B 125 11,049,986 12.74 

(3) C 229 23,316,965 26.88 

(4) D 195 15,212,247 17.54 

(5) F 243 25,192,364 29.05 

(77) Not sure 82 6,270,754 7.23 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 144,962 0.17 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        
 



NORC  |  Comparing the Political Views of Young People and Their Parents’ Generation 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  26 

Q11J: [Sexual harassment and assault] What letter grade, A through F, would you give 
the federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11J Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 41 3,717,249 4.29 

(2) B 128 10,880,113 12.54 

(3) C 195 20,203,065 23.29 

(4) D 177 14,431,705 16.64 

(5) F 302 28,493,044 32.85 

(77) Not sure 91 8,496,002 9.80 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 511,015 0.59 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11K: [Abortion] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11K Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 44 4,831,837 5.57 

(2) B 94 8,587,255 9.90 

(3) C 194 16,974,387 19.57 

(4) D 162 13,368,733 15.41 

(5) F 295 29,337,449 33.83 

(77) Not sure 146 13,229,810 15.25 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 402,723 0.46 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11L: [Racism] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal government 
for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11L Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 50 4,196,080 4.84 

(2) B 104 9,541,337 11.00 

(3) C 168 16,217,593 18.70 

(4) D 165 15,833,931 18.26 

(5) F 391 36,638,874 42.24 

(77) Not sure 59 4,178,917 4.82 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 125,460 0.14 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q11M: [The rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Americans] What 
letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal government for how well they are 

addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11M Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 82 8,460,406 9.75 

(2) B 139 12,580,914 14.51 

(3) C 249 22,641,670 26.11 

(4) D 142 12,315,526 14.20 

(5) F 214 20,806,684 23.99 

(77) Not sure 109 9,658,415 11.14 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 268,579 0.31 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11N: [Terrorism and homeland security] What letter grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following 

issues? 

Q11N Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 65 6,527,562 7.53 

(2) B 186 16,904,001 19.49 

(3) C 227 19,947,911 23.00 

(4) D 164 13,772,093 15.88 

(5) F 208 21,342,626 24.61 

(77) Not sure 84 8,010,216 9.24 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 227,784 0.26 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11O: [Treatment of citizens by police and justice system] What letter grade, A 
through F, would you give the federal government for how well they are addressing 

each of the following issues? 

Q11O Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 54 4,860,986 5.60 

(2) B 118 10,756,428 12.40 

(3) C 195 20,152,528 23.24 

(4) D 190 16,252,586 18.74 

(5) F 316 29,785,501 34.34 

(77) Not sure 62 4,707,538 5.43 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 216,626 0.25 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q11P: [The quality of education] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the 
federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11P Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 42 4,117,008 4.75 

(2) B 115 11,839,799 13.65 

(3) C 207 19,558,612 22.55 

(4) D 215 19,206,989 22.15 

(5) F 294 26,799,118 30.90 

(77) Not sure 63 5,022,714 5.79 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 187,954 0.22 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q11Q: [Job creation] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11Q Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 79 7,133,690 8.23 

(2) B 170 16,390,724 18.90 

(3) C 293 27,195,155 31.36 

(4) D 154 12,150,668 14.01 

(5) F 161 16,630,402 19.17 

(77) Not sure 78 7,000,125 8.07 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 231,428 0.27 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q12A: Switching gears for a moment, please think about your parent or guardian who 
most recently had a birthday. Please keep this person in your mind when answering 

the next few questions. What is this person’s relationship to you? 

Q12A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Mother 495 46,790,789 53.95 

(2) Father 334 29,783,351 34.34 

(3) Stepmother 23 2,419,008 2.79 

(4) Stepfather 23 1,794,887 2.07 

(5) Other – please specify 60 5,629,506 6.49 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 314,651 0.36 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q12C: Thinking of your [FAMILY MEMBER IN Q12A/Q12B], how often do you talk to 
[him/her/them] about political and social issues? 

Q12C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) At least once a day 46 5,303,571 6.11 

(2) More than once a week 109 9,816,007 11.32 

(3) About once a week 113 9,831,240 11.34 

(4) 2-3 times a month 122 13,516,680 15.58 

(5) About once a month 121 10,808,976 12.46 

(6) Less than once a month 227 20,295,630 23.40 

(7) Never 199 16,976,749 19.57 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 183,340 0.21 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q13: When you talk with [him/her/them] about political and social issues, how would 
you describe how the discussion goes? 

Q13 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) We usually see eye to eye. 394 38,197,651 44.04 

(2) We debate things diplomatically 222 18,968,924 21.87 

(3) It turns into World War III. 45 5,246,650 6.05 

(4) Someone changes the subject quickly to 
avoid getting into disagreements 

75 7,061,517 8.14 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 97,361 0.11 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14A: [Gun control] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 495 46,457,276 53.56 

(2) Tend to disagree 126 11,715,000 13.51 

(77) Not sure 116 11,030,897 12.72 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 368,930 0.43 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q14B: [Cost of higher education] When talking about the following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 513 48,671,438 56.12 

(2) Tend to disagree 73 6,573,457 7.58 

(77) Not sure 149 13,840,549 15.96 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 486,659 0.56 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

       

Q14C: [Foreign relations] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to 
agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 429 42,158,831 48.61 

(2) Tend to disagree 126 10,611,687 12.24 

(77) Not sure 182 16,432,656 18.95 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 368,930 0.43 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14D: [Immigration] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 477 47,234,835 54.46 

(2) Tend to disagree 134 11,013,146 12.70 

(77) Not sure 125 11,182,919 12.89 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 141,204 0.16 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q14E: [The environment and climate change] When talking about the following issues, 
do you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 485 47,708,644 55.01 

(2) Tend to disagree 96 7,824,238 9.02 

(77) Not sure 156 13,670,292 15.76 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 368,930 0.43 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14F: [Health care policy] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to 
agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14F Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 510 49,933,630 57.57 

(2) Tend to disagree 97 9,017,478 10.40 

(77) Not sure 130 10,252,065 11.82 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 368,930 0.43 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14G: [Income inequality] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to 
agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14G Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 500 47,321,433 54.56 

(2) Tend to disagree 98 8,713,173 10.05 

(77) Not sure 137 13,342,321 15.38 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 195,176 0.23 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q14H: [The economy] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14H Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 506 47,898,441 55.23 

(2) Tend to disagree 99 8,817,948 10.17 

(77) Not sure 128 12,560,106 14.48 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 295,608 0.34 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14I: [Taxes] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14I Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 505 48,679,634 56.13 

(2) Tend to disagree 107 10,387,906 11.98 

(77) Not sure 123 10,329,738 11.91 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 174,826 0.20 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14J: [Sexual harassment and assault] When talking about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14J Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 507 49,246,116 56.78 

(2) Tend to disagree 93 8,417,127 9.70 

(77) Not sure 134 11,753,722 13.55 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 155,139 0.18 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q14K: [Abortion] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14K Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 418 40,478,734 46.67 

(2) Tend to disagree 147 13,315,060 15.35 

(77) Not sure 170 15,657,557 18.05 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 120,754 0.14 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14L: [Racism] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14L Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 516 49,862,261 57.49 

(2) Tend to disagree 135 12,604,343 14.53 

(77) Not sure 83 6,792,520 7.83 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 312,980 0.36 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14M: [The rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Americans] When 
talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or disagree with 

[him/her/them]? 

Q14M Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 397 38,970,390 44.93 

(2) Tend to disagree 195 16,628,253 19.17 

(77) Not sure 143 13,747,913 15.85 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 225,548 0.26 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q14N: [Terrorism and homeland security] When talking about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14N Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 473 44,923,124 51.80 

(2) Tend to disagree 110 9,731,334 11.22 

(77) Not sure 150 14,593,171 16.83 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 324,475 0.37 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

       

Q14O: [Treatment of citizens by police and justice system] When talking about the 
following issues, do you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14O Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 491 48,398,006 55.80 

(2) Tend to disagree 117 10,489,261 12.09 

(77) Not sure 126 10,420,700 12.01 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 264,137 0.30 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q14P: [The quality of education] When talking about the following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14P Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 522 49,266,739 56.80 

(2) Tend to disagree 90 7,484,063 8.63 

(77) Not sure 120 12,382,324 14.28 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 438,977 0.51 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q14Q: [Job creation] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14Q Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 497 47,711,851 55.01 

(2) Tend to disagree 75 6,864,844 7.92 

(77) Not sure 163 14,640,820 16.88 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 354,588 0.41 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

       

Q14T: When talking with your [FAMILY MEMBER IN Q12A/Q12B] about Donald Trump 
and how he’s handling his job as president, do you tend to agree or disagree with 

[him/her/them]? 

Q14T Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 201 17,160,089 19.79 

(1) Tend to agree 537 50,423,013 58.14 

(2) Tend to disagree 136 13,544,306 15.62 

(77) Not sure 63 5,518,000 6.36 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 86,785 0.10 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q15: In general, when you disagree with [him, her, that person] about political or social 
issues, how often would you say that you’re able to persuade [him/her/them] to change 

[his, her, their] views? 

Q15 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 451 42,860,400 49.42 

(1) Always 12 1,558,296 1.80 

(2) Often 39 3,604,594 4.16 

(3) Sometimes 216 20,392,276 23.51 

(4) Rarely 149 12,457,165 14.36 

(5) Never 68 5,277,442 6.08 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 582,019 0.67 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q16: In general, when you disagree with [him, her, that person] about political or social 
issues, how often would you say that [he is, she is, they are] able to persuade you to 

change your views? 

Q16 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 451 42,860,400 49.42 

(1) Always 10 1,291,001 1.49 

(2) Often 22 2,184,400 2.52 

(3) Sometimes 187 16,417,271 18.93 

(4) Rarely 185 16,216,154 18.70 

(5) Never 79 7,445,831 8.58 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 317,136 0.37 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q20A: [Rigid] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 

better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 
equally well? 

Q20A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 139 13,709,965 15.81 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 561 49,846,514 57.47 

(3) Describes both about equally well 222 20,606,938 23.76 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 17 2,568,775 2.96 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q20B: [Patriotic] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 

better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 
equally well? 

Q20B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 106 8,940,934 10.31 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 571 53,218,627 61.36 

(3) Describes both about equally well 256 23,809,707 27.45 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 762,923 0.88 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        
 

  



NORC  |  Comparing the Political Views of Young People and Their Parents’ Generation 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  37 

Q20C: [Idealistic] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in 
[his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 
better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 

equally well? 

Q20C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 423 37,618,853 43.37 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 253 24,034,524 27.71 

(3) Describes both about equally well 247 23,081,482 26.61 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 16 1,997,333 2.30 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

       

Q20D: [Politically active] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to 
people in [his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your 

generation better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both 
generations about equally well? 

Q20D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 318 28,483,369 32.84 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 323 32,285,739 37.22 

(3) Describes both about equally well 291 25,144,637 28.99 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 818,448 0.94 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q20E: [Compassionate] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people 
in [his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your 
generation better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both 

generations about equally well? 

Q20E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 342 30,102,947 34.71 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 250 23,549,360 27.15 

(3) Describes both about equally well 340 32,326,867 37.27 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 753,019 0.87 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q20F: [Moral] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 

better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 
equally well? 

Q20F Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 165 13,832,656 15.95 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 415 39,750,462 45.83 

(3) Describes both about equally well 350 32,148,637 37.07 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 9 1,000,437 1.15 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q20G: [Uninformed] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in 
[his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 
better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 

equally well? 

Q20G Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 300 28,774,145 33.18 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 317 28,087,719 32.38 

(3) Describes both about equally well 308 28,494,217 32.85 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 14 1,376,112 1.59 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q21A: [A holiday gathering was ruined] Now, thinking about your whole, extended 
family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of the following? 

Q21A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 144 12,601,663 14.53 

(2) No 790 73,756,302 85.04 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 374,227 0.43 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q21B: [You unfriended or blocked a family member on social media] Now, thinking 
about your whole, extended family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of 

the following? 

Q21B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 206 17,809,119 20.53 

(2) No 728 68,548,846 79.04 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 374,227 0.43 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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Q21C: [A family member unfriended or blocked you or someone else in the family on 
social media] Now, thinking about your whole, extended family, have disagreements 

over politics ever led to any of the following? 

Q21C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 209 19,573,693 22.57 

(2) No 723 66,598,724 76.79 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 559,776 0.65 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q21D: [You decided not to attend a family event] Now, thinking about your whole, 
extended family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of the following? 

Q21D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 143 12,415,846 14.32 

(2) No 787 73,462,586 84.70 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 9 853,760 0.98 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q21E: [A family member decided not to attend a family event] Now, thinking about your 
whole, extended family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of the 

following? 

Q21E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 182 16,770,952 19.34 

(2) No 749 69,331,217 79.94 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 630,024 0.73 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

Q21AA: In your view, do the Republican and Democratic parties do an adequate job of 
representing the American people, or do they do such a poor job that a third major 

party is needed? 

Q21AA Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Parties do adequate job 259 24,723,799 28.51 

(2) Third party is needed 666 60,691,698 69.98 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 14 1,316,696 1.52 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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POLITICS: Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an independent, or 
none of these? 

POLITICS Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Democrat 337 30,515,073 35.18 

(2) Republican 160 16,609,668 19.15 

(3) Independent 253 22,821,808 26.31 

(4) None of these 182 16,226,640 18.71 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 559,003 0.64 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

 

DEMO: Do you consider yourself a strong or moderate Democrat? 

DEMO Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 602 56,217,120 64.82 

(1) Strong Democrat 123 10,672,885 12.31 

(2) Moderate Democrat 214 19,842,188 22.88 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

REPUB: Do you consider yourself a strong or moderate Republican?  

REPUB Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 779 70,122,524 80.85 

(1) Strong Republican 46 4,934,961 5.69 

(2) Moderate Republican 113 11,415,765 13.16 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 258,942 0.30 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

INDEP: Do you lean more toward the Democrats or the Republicans? 

INDEP Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 497 47,124,741 54.33 

(1) Lean Democrat 142 11,987,680 13.82 

(2) Lean Republican 81 7,406,276 8.54 

(3) Don’t lean 217 20,084,899 23.16 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 128,597 0.15 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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IDEO: How would you characterize your political views? 

IDEO Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Very liberal 93 7,333,454 8.46 

(2) Liberal 230 18,980,267 21.88 

(3) Moderate 422 40,951,244 47.22 

(4) Conservative 145 14,325,424 16.52 

(5) Very conservative 41 4,416,059 5.09 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 725,744 0.84 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

       

QVOTE2016: Did you vote in the 2016 Presidential election for Donald Trump, Hillary 
Clinton, or someone else? 

QVOTE2016 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 148 13,078,076 15.08 

(1) Donald Trump 138 15,601,642 17.99 

(2) Hillary Clinton 319 27,111,764 31.26 

(3) Someone else 103 8,289,271 9.56 

(4) Did not vote 228 22,353,454 25.77 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 297,986 0.34 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

EMPSTATUS Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 148 13,078,076 15.08 

(1) Employed 543 47,142,149 54.35 

(2) Not employed 248 26,511,967 30.57 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

MARITAL: Marital status 

MARITAL Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 148 13,078,076 15.08 

(1) Married/Living with partner 308 28,114,270 32.42 

(2) Widowed 0 0 0.00 

(3) Divorced 10 918,065 1.06 

(4) Separated 6 762,271 0.88 

(5) Never married 467 43,859,511 50.57 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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AGEGRP: Age 

AGEGRP Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) 15-17 148 13,078,076 15.08 

(2) 18-22 174 20,658,241 23.82 

(3) 23-29 382 32,239,391 37.17 

(4) 30-34 235 20,756,484 23.93 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

EDUCATION: Educational attainment if age 18 or older 

EDUCATION Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 148 13,078,076 15.08 

(1) Less than high school graduate 54 8,123,255 9.37 

(2) High school graduate 174 20,151,836 23.23 

(3) Some college 293 25,542,314 29.45 

(4) College graduate [Associates/community 
college, BA, or BS] 

270 19,836,711 22.87 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

P_EDUCATION: Parents' highest education level if age 15-17 

P_EDUCATION Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 791 73,654,116 84.92 

(1) Less than high school graduate 12 1,715,372 1.98 

(2) High school graduate 27 2,192,328 2.53 

(3) Some college 50 3,662,017 4.22 

(4) College graduate [Associates/community 
college, BA, or BS] 

56 5,371,441 6.19 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 136,917 0.16 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

RACETH Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) White, non-Hispanic 502 47,725,142 55.03 

(2) African American, non-Hispanic 118 11,830,920 13.64 

(3) Hispanic 215 18,693,563 21.55 

(4) Other 104 8,482,568 9.78 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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HHINCOME: Household income 

HHINCOME Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Under $10,000 69 6,410,114 7.39 

(2) $10,000 to under $20,000 120 8,259,191 9.52 

(3) $20,000 to under $30,000 138 12,104,513 13.96 

(4) $30,000 to under $40,000 115 10,150,918 11.70 

(5) $40,000 to under $50,000 92 8,772,622 10.11 

(6) $50,000 to under $75,000 166 16,434,587 18.95 

(7) $75,000 to under $100,000 103 10,536,721 12.15 

(8) $100,000 to under $150,000 90 8,321,013 9.59 

(9) $150,000 or more 46 5,742,512 6.62 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

GENDER: Gender 

GENDER Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Male 461 43,607,852 50.28 

(2) Female 478 43,124,341 49.72 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

STATE: State of residence 

STATE Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(AL) Alabama 8 1,250,136 1.44 

(AR) Arkansas 2 190,037 0.22 

(AZ) Arizona 26 1,565,009 1.80 

(CA) California 130 11,819,852 13.63 

(CO) Colorado 29 2,266,517 2.61 

(CT) Connecticut 8 729,046 0.84 

(DE) Delaware 1 23,041 0.03 

(FL) Florida 66 5,594,435 6.45 

(GA) Georgia 27 3,408,596 3.93 

(HI) Hawaii 1 35,434 0.04 

(IA) Iowa 12 771,526 0.89 

(ID) Idaho 14 799,145 0.92 

(IL) Illinois 31 2,504,623 2.89 

(IN) Indiana 14 1,497,683 1.73 

(KS) Kansas 11 1,087,642 1.25 

(KY) Kentucky 16 1,473,345 1.70 

(LA) Louisiana 14 1,869,904 2.16 
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(MA) Massachusetts 17 1,789,736 2.06 

(MD) Maryland 14 1,184,059 1.37 

(ME) Maine 6 573,886 0.66 

(MI) Michigan 31 3,248,517 3.75 

(MN) Minnesota 14 1,001,382 1.15 

(MO) Missouri 24 1,711,785 1.97 

(NC) North Carolina 41 3,462,438 3.99 

(NE) Nebraska 16 788,244 0.91 

(NJ) New Jersey 17 2,194,891 2.53 

(NM) New Mexico 4 451,524 0.52 

(NV) Nevada 15 622,913 0.72 

(NY) New York 56 5,606,941 6.46 

(OH) Ohio 40 3,516,408 4.05 

(OK) Oklahoma 15 1,476,294 1.70 

(OR) Oregon 7 870,748 1.00 

(PA) Pennsylvania 19 2,284,108 2.63 

(RI) Rhode Island 2 128,179 0.15 

(SC) South Carolina 1 144,604 0.17 

(SD) South Dakota 5 399,223 0.46 

(TN) Tennessee 20 2,231,057 2.57 

(TX) Texas 79 7,539,951 8.69 

(UT) Utah 8 539,102 0.62 

(VA) Virginia 27 2,580,600 2.98 

(VT) Vermont 3 416,832 0.48 

(WA) Washington 16 2,168,443 2.50 

(WI) Wisconsin 28 2,591,429 2.99 

(WV) West Virginia 3 297,671 0.34 

(WY) Wyoming 1 25,256 0.03 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 

        

CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

CENSUS_REGION Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Northeast 128 13,723,619 15.82 

(2) Midwest 226 19,118,462 22.04 

(3) South 334 32,726,168 37.73 

(4) West 251 21,163,943 24.40 

Total 939 86,732,192 100.00 
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PARENT SAMPLE FREQUENCIES 
 

SURV_MODE: Survey interview mode (online or phone) 

SURV_MODE Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Phone interview 37 3,575,731 7.08 

(2) Web Interview 570 46,939,373 92.92 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

SURV_LANG: Survey Interview Language 

SURV_LANG Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) English 581 49,366,944 97.73 

(2) Spanish 26 1,148,160 2.27 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

RESPONDENT: Respondent type 

RESPONDENT Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(2) Parent of 15 to 26 year old 607 50,515,104 100.00 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q1: Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his 
job as president? 

Q1 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Strongly approve 135 10,723,818 21.23 

(2) Somewhat approve 114 10,543,576 20.87 

(3) Lean toward approving 0 0 0.00 

(4) Do not lean either way 3 379,842 0.75 

(5) Lean toward disapproving 1 43,075 0.09 

(6) Somewhat disapprove 80 7,584,237 15.01 

(7) Strongly disapprove 272 21,185,404 41.94 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 55,152 0.11 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q3: When thinking about the future of the United States, would you say that you 
feel…? 

Q3 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Generally optimistic 335 30,050,047 59.49 

(2) Generally pessimistic 269 20,008,769 39.61 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 456,287 0.90 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q4: Of all the issues facing the country right now, what concerns you the most? 
[OPEN-ENDED RESPONSE] 

Q4 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) The economy: jobs, debt, poverty, cost of 
living, etc. 

103 8,379,385 16.59 

(2) Education: quality, costs, etc. 8 862,616 1.71 

(3) Health care: costs, etc. 39 3,052,934 6.04 

(4) Crime, safety, violence, in general 17 1,371,441 2.71 

(5) Gun laws: school shootings, gun control, 
Second Amendment, assault rifles, guns, etc. 

18 1,912,844 3.79 

(6) Immigration: DACA, border wall, 
immigrants, etc. 

49 3,759,576 7.44 

(7) Environment: climate change, natural 
disasters, etc. 

14 2,319,428 4.59 

(8) Social inequality 37 2,873,109 5.69 

(9) War or threat of nuclear war 60 4,989,418 9.88 

(10) Foreign policy: international relations, 
mentions of specific countries, etc. 

43 2,800,584 5.54 

(11) Concerns about Trump, leadership 49 3,654,957 7.24 

(12) Terrorism, homeland security, national 
security 

24 1,858,570 3.68 

(13) Political climate: lack of bipartisanship, 
division, lack of empathy, ideological 
differences, etc. 

58 3,862,543 7.65 

(14) Other issues 40 4,481,860 8.87 

(15) "Everything" 6 515,928 1.02 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 42 3,819,911 7.56 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q5A: How anxious have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 62 4,258,537 8.43 

(2) Very 117 10,585,317 20.95 

(3) Moderately 205 17,902,438 35.44 

(4) Slightly 162 12,662,572 25.07 

(5) Not at all 60 5,059,111 10.02 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 47,129 0.09 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q5B: How angry have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 78 5,514,720 10.92 

(2) Very 146 14,509,766 28.72 

(3) Moderately 181 14,923,618 29.54 

(4) Slightly 132 10,447,871 20.68 

(5) Not at all 70 5,119,129 10.13 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q5C: How positive have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 18 2,347,744 4.65 

(2) Very 85 6,275,474 12.42 

(3) Moderately 194 17,764,974 35.17 

(4) Slightly 174 13,848,177 27.41 

(5) Not at all 134 10,195,908 20.18 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 82,827 0.16 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q5D: How excited have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely 12 1,039,591 2.06 

(2) Very 71 6,477,893 12.82 

(3) Moderately 166 14,093,085 27.90 

(4) Slightly 150 12,002,492 23.76 

(5) Not at all 208 16,902,042 33.46 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q6: In the past month, how well do you feel American politics have been functioning? 

Q6 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Functioning extremely well 6 401,745 0.80 

(2) Functioning very well 22 2,140,923 4.24 

(3) Functioning moderately well 159 14,376,662 28.46 

(4) Not functioning too well 231 19,834,117 39.26 

(5) Not functioning well at all 189 13,761,657 27.24 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

 

Q7A: How much do elected public officials care what people like you think? 

Q7A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A great deal 5 148,203 0.29 

(2) A lot 24 1,479,171 2.93 

(3) A moderate amount 121 11,700,491 23.16 

(4) A little 267 21,198,360 41.96 

(5) Not at all 188 15,837,593 31.35 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 151,287 0.30 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q7B: How much can people like you affect what the government does? 

Q7B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A great deal 32 2,733,732 5.41 

(2) A lot 72 5,185,484 10.27 

(3) A moderate amount 163 15,492,621 30.67 

(4) A little 240 18,984,515 37.58 

(5) Not at all 98 8,029,475 15.90 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 89,278 0.18 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q9A: [I’m reading or watching news about the midterms, such as about the candidates, 
the issues, or other aspects of the election] Thinking about the 2018 midterm elections 

in November, how often are you engaged in the following activities? 

Q9A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 196 16,196,914 32.06 

(2) Sometimes 227 16,996,409 33.65 

(3) Rarely 110 9,460,835 18.73 

(4) Never 73 7,796,076 15.43 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 64,870 0.13 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q9B: [I’m posting/liking/commenting about the midterms on social media] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the 

following activities? 

Q9B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 32 2,007,103 3.97 

(2) Sometimes 111 10,625,912 21.04 

(3) Rarely 134 10,214,049 20.22 

(4) Never 328 27,500,753 54.44 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 167,286 0.33 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q9C: [I’m sharing political memes related to the midterms on social media] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the 

following activities? 

Q9C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 28 2,882,361 5.71 

(2) Sometimes 83 6,367,884 12.61 

(3) Rarely 127 10,040,488 19.88 

(4) Never 366 30,963,818 61.30 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 260,554 0.52 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q9D: [I’m participating in events related to the midterms such as candidate forums or 
rallies] Thinking about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you 

engaged in the following activities? 

Q9D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 14 1,196,927 2.37 

(2) Sometimes 74 5,962,444 11.80 

(3) Rarely 137 12,546,796 24.84 

(4) Never 379 30,389,473 60.16 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 419,463 0.83 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q9E: [I’m volunteering with a candidate or issue campaign] Thinking about the 2018 
midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the following activities? 

Q9E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Often 9 465,259 0.92 

(2) Sometimes 46 4,968,085 9.83 

(3) Rarely 109 8,801,618 17.42 

(4) Never 442 36,215,272 71.69 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 64,870 0.13 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11A: [Gun control] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 51 2,692,746 5.33 

(2) B 83 7,458,618 14.77 

(3) C 99 8,337,350 16.50 

(4) D 92 7,949,496 15.74 

(5) F 250 20,302,747 40.19 

(77) Not sure 30 3,741,420 7.41 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 32,727 0.06 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q11B: [Cost of higher education] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the 
federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 13 861,571 1.71 

(2) B 27 1,558,099 3.08 

(3) C 128 12,396,967 24.54 

(4) D 162 14,277,372 28.26 

(5) F 235 17,572,792 34.79 

(77) Not sure 40 3,728,645 7.38 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 119,658 0.24 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11C: [Foreign relations] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 38 2,280,748 4.52 

(2) B 90 7,127,132 14.11 

(3) C 130 13,793,684 27.31 

(4) D 141 10,216,765 20.23 

(5) F 180 13,908,531 27.53 

(77) Not sure 27 3,128,597 6.19 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 59,646 0.12 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11D: [Immigration] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 32 1,748,612 3.46 

(2) B 62 5,596,013 11.08 

(3) C 108 10,173,022 20.14 

(4) D 136 11,506,864 22.78 

(5) F 256 20,272,449 40.13 

(77) Not sure 12 1,198,255 2.37 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 19,890 0.04 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q11E: [The environment and climate change] What letter grade, A through F, would 
you give the federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following 

issues? 

Q11E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 28 1,783,003 3.53 

(2) B 61 5,613,090 11.11 

(3) C 147 11,995,700 23.75 

(4) D 109 8,842,736 17.51 

(5) F 223 18,647,625 36.91 

(77) Not sure 38 3,613,061 7.15 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 19,890 0.04 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11F: [Health care policy] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11F Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 17 1,665,722 3.30 

(2) B 50 4,297,759 8.51 

(3) C 120 10,212,092 20.22 

(4) D 156 12,427,171 24.60 

(5) F 245 20,033,030 39.66 

(77) Not sure 17 1,726,028 3.42 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 153,302 0.30 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11G: [Income inequality] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11G Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 27 2,212,623 4.38 

(2) B 55 4,803,671 9.51 

(3) C 128 10,571,718 20.93 

(4) D 111 8,680,661 17.18 

(5) F 228 18,521,526 36.67 

(77) Not sure 54 5,180,265 10.25 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 544,641 1.08 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q11H: [The economy] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11H Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 55 3,684,951 7.29 

(2) B 101 8,899,588 17.62 

(3) C 159 14,562,997 28.83 

(4) D 132 9,799,059 19.40 

(5) F 140 11,049,315 21.87 

(77) Not sure 18 2,328,972 4.61 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 190,221 0.38 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11I: [Taxes] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal government 
for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11I Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 49 4,644,827 9.19 

(2) B 86 6,975,119 13.81 

(3) C 150 14,182,804 28.08 

(4) D 123 9,630,150 19.06 

(5) F 170 12,624,424 24.99 

(77) Not sure 24 2,103,306 4.16 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 354,473 0.70 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11J: [Sexual harassment and assault] What letter grade, A through F, would you give 
the federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11J Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 33 2,247,914 4.45 

(2) B 94 8,681,502 17.19 

(3) C 142 11,331,157 22.43 

(4) D 112 9,155,353 18.12 

(5) F 175 14,133,558 27.98 

(77) Not sure 48 4,681,038 9.27 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 284,582 0.56 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q11K: [Abortion] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11K Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 22 1,835,080 3.63 

(2) B 59 4,635,218 9.18 

(3) C 146 11,912,614 23.58 

(4) D 99 10,136,790 20.07 

(5) F 180 13,726,870 27.17 

(77) Not sure 98 8,031,181 15.90 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 237,351 0.47 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11L: [Racism] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal government 
for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11L Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 33 3,199,396 6.33 

(2) B 72 5,784,557 11.45 

(3) C 115 9,340,535 18.49 

(4) D 110 9,598,237 19.00 

(5) F 244 19,099,390 37.81 

(77) Not sure 30 3,191,832 6.32 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 301,158 0.60 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11M: [The rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Americans] What 
letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal government for how well they are 

addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11M Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 56 5,111,327 10.12 

(2) B 97 6,435,881 12.74 

(3) C 131 12,256,788 24.26 

(4) D 100 6,824,220 13.51 

(5) F 133 11,285,914 22.34 

(77) Not sure 87 7,968,934 15.78 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 632,039 1.25 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q11N: [Terrorism and homeland security] What letter grade, A through F, would you 
give the federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following 

issues? 

Q11N Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 58 4,282,939 8.48 

(2) B 145 11,688,548 23.14 

(3) C 151 12,758,004 25.26 

(4) D 103 9,206,862 18.23 

(5) F 121 9,353,394 18.52 

(77) Not sure 27 2,642,720 5.23 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 582,636 1.15 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11O: [Treatment of citizens by police and justice system] What letter grade, A 
through F, would you give the federal government for how well they are addressing 

each of the following issues? 

Q11O Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 40 3,181,876 6.30 

(2) B 99 9,457,368 18.72 

(3) C 133 10,473,118 20.73 

(4) D 124 9,857,964 19.51 

(5) F 184 14,419,200 28.54 

(77) Not sure 24 2,419,611 4.79 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 705,967 1.40 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q11P: [The quality of education] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the 
federal government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11P Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 22 2,015,351 3.99 

(2) B 69 5,565,987 11.02 

(3) C 181 14,022,961 27.76 

(4) D 159 13,754,299 27.23 

(5) F 150 12,127,523 24.01 

(77) Not sure 26 3,028,983 6.00 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q11Q: [Job creation] What letter grade, A through F, would you give the federal 
government for how well they are addressing each of the following issues? 

Q11Q Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) A 68 5,256,525 10.41 

(2) B 118 8,741,278 17.30 

(3) C 172 15,252,234 30.19 

(4) D 117 9,716,254 19.23 

(5) F 97 7,883,065 15.61 

(77) Not sure 34 3,121,386 6.18 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 544,362 1.08 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q12B: Switching gears for a moment, please think about your child or children 
between the ages of [15 and 17/18 and 26]. Please think of the child who most recently 

had a birthday and keep them in your mind when answering the next few questions. 
What is this child’s relationship to you? 

Q12B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Daughter 287 24,407,267 48.32 

(2) Son 275 22,476,692 44.50 

(3) Stepdaughter 18 1,568,901 3.11 

(4) Stepson 7 583,415 1.15 

(5) Other 17 1,399,179 2.77 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 79,649 0.16 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q12C: Thinking of your [FAMILY MEMBER IN Q12A/Q12B], how often do you talk to 
[him/her/them] about political and social issues? 

Q12C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) At least once a day 33 3,081,711 6.10 

(2) More than once a week 101 9,947,241 19.69 

(3) About once a week 95 8,407,984 16.64 

(4) 2-3 times a month 103 8,628,157 17.08 

(5) About once a month 83 5,346,028 10.58 

(6) Less than once a month 124 9,343,651 18.50 

(7) Never 65 5,654,326 11.19 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 106,007 0.21 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q13: When you talk with [him/her/them] about political and social issues, how would 
you describe how the discussion goes? 

Q13 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) We usually see eye to eye. 0 0 0.00 

(2) We debate things diplomatically. 290 24,264,640 48.03 

(3) It turns into World War III 0 0 0.00 

(4) Someone changes the subject quickly to 
avoid getting into disagreements. 

247 19,782,473 39.16 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 707,658 1.40 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14A: [Gun control] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 396 31,059,268 61.49 

(2) Tend to disagree 77 7,745,451 15.33 

(77) Not sure 64 5,847,343 11.58 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 102,710 0.20 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14B: [Cost of higher education] When talking about the following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 408 32,382,199 64.10 

(2) Tend to disagree 35 3,826,622 7.58 

(77) Not sure 95 8,469,834 16.77 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 76,116 0.15 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q14C: [Foreign relations] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to 
agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 348 28,371,305 56.16 

(2) Tend to disagree 43 5,028,912 9.96 

(77) Not sure 146 11,207,865 22.19 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 146,690 0.29 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14D: [Immigration] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 393 31,341,473 62.04 

(2) Tend to disagree 57 4,699,804 9.30 

(77) Not sure 89 8,713,494 17.25 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14E: [The environment and climate change] When talking about the following issues, 
do you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 382 31,698,872 62.75 

(2) Tend to disagree 49 3,418,251 6.77 

(77) Not sure 108 9,637,649 19.08 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14F: [Health care policy] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to 
agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14F Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 407 33,489,052 66.30 

(2) Tend to disagree 34 2,392,363 4.74 

(77) Not sure 98 8,873,357 17.57 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q14G: [Income inequality] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to 
agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14G Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 381 31,576,953 62.51 

(2) Tend to disagree 43 2,621,906 5.19 

(77) Not sure 113 10,513,838 20.81 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 42,075 0.08 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14H: [The economy] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14H Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 408 33,733,863 66.78 

(2) Tend to disagree 41 2,882,151 5.71 

(77) Not sure 87 7,923,415 15.69 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 215,343 0.43 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14I: [Taxes] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14I Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 387 32,484,689 64.31 

(2) Tend to disagree 31 2,421,831 4.79 

(77) Not sure 118 9,666,659 19.14 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 181,592 0.36 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q14J: [Sexual harassment and assault] When talking about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14J Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 417 35,191,032 69.66 

(2) Tend to disagree 40 3,036,286 6.01 

(77) Not sure 79 5,621,487 11.13 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 905,967 1.79 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14K: [Abortion] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14K Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 360 28,195,779 55.82 

(2) Tend to disagree 44 4,985,840 9.87 

(77) Not sure 130 10,403,659 20.60 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 1,169,493 2.32 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14L: [Racism] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14L Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 439 36,083,317 71.43 

(2) Tend to disagree 46 3,183,353 6.30 

(77) Not sure 52 4,631,398 9.17 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 856,704 1.70 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q14M: [The rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Americans] When 
talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or disagree with 

[him/her/them]? 

Q14M Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 364 29,908,955 59.21 

(2) Tend to disagree 77 6,422,805 12.71 

(77) Not sure 95 8,308,280 16.45 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 114,731 0.23 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14N: [Terrorism and homeland security] When talking about the following issues, do 
you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14N Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 397 32,428,747 64.20 

(2) Tend to disagree 36 3,803,421 7.53 

(77) Not sure 104 8,246,290 16.32 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 276,314 0.55 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14O: [Treatment of citizens by police and justice system] When talking about the 
following issues, do you tend to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14O Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 420 34,888,903 69.07 

(2) Tend to disagree 52 4,851,951 9.61 

(77) Not sure 65 4,943,458 9.79 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 70,460 0.14 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        
 

  



NORC  |  Comparing the Political Views of Young People and Their Parents’ Generation 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  62 

Q14P: [The quality of education] When talking about the following issues, do you tend 
to agree or disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14P Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 407 33,308,467 65.94 

(2) Tend to disagree 57 5,040,793 9.98 

(77) Not sure 74 6,382,066 12.63 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 23,445 0.05 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14Q: [Job creation] When talking about the following issues, do you tend to agree or 
disagree with [him/her/them]? 

Q14Q Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 390 31,511,353 62.38 

(2) Tend to disagree 28 3,736,072 7.40 

(77) Not sure 121 9,507,347 18.82 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q14T: When talking with your [FAMILY MEMBER IN Q12A/Q12B] about Donald Trump 
and how he’s handling his job as president, do you tend to agree or disagree with 

[him/her/them]? 

Q14T Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 68 5,760,332 11.40 

(1) Tend to agree 428 35,544,837 70.36 

(2) Tend to disagree 61 5,545,590 10.98 

(77) Not sure 50 3,664,344 7.25 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q15: In general, when you disagree with [him, her, that person] about political or social 
issues, how often would you say that you’re able to persuade [him/her/them] to change 

[his, her, their] views? 

Q15 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 274 21,462,875 42.49 

(1) Always 6 385,480 0.76 

(2) Often 30 2,088,855 4.14 

(3) Sometimes 171 16,606,896 32.88 

(4) Rarely 90 6,518,041 12.90 

(5) Never 36 3,452,958 6.84 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

       

Q16: In general, when you disagree with [him, her, that person] about political or social 
issues, how often would you say that [he is, she is, they are] able to persuade you to 

change your views? 

Q16 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 274 21,462,875 42.49 

(1) Always 5 257,808 0.51 

(2) Often 8 734,875 1.45 

(3) Sometimes 147 14,720,799 29.14 

(4) Rarely 129 10,015,864 19.83 

(5) Never 43 3,298,768 6.53 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 24,115 0.05 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q20A: [Rigid] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 

better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 
equally well? 

Q20A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 324 26,403,964 52.27 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 100 9,399,097 18.61 

(3) Describes both about equally well 175 14,093,087 27.90 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 618,956 1.23 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q20B: [Patriotic] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 

better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 
equally well? 

Q20B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 390 32,876,713 65.08 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 47 3,635,211 7.20 

(3) Describes both about equally well 167 13,884,869 27.49 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 118,312 0.23 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q20C: [Idealistic] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in 
[his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 
better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 

equally well? 

Q20C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 150 11,630,174 23.02 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 281 23,521,607 46.56 

(3) Describes both about equally well 171 15,032,653 29.76 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 330,669 0.65 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q20D: [Politically active] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to 
people in [his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your 

generation better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both 
generations about equally well? 

Q20D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 219 18,843,505 37.30 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 177 16,074,691 31.82 

(3) Describes both about equally well 208 15,463,538 30.61 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 133,370 0.26 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q20E: [Compassionate] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people 
in [his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your 
generation better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both 

generations about equally well? 

Q20E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 220 19,076,700 37.76 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 132 11,414,310 22.60 

(3) Describes both about equally well 253 19,961,705 39.52 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 62,390 0.12 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q20F: [Moral] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in [his, 
her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 

better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 
equally well? 

Q20F Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 347 26,752,762 52.96 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 54 6,779,380 13.42 

(3) Describes both about equally well 203 16,848,345 33.35 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 134,617 0.27 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q20G: [Uninformed] Thinking about people in your generation, compared to people in 
[his, her, their] generation, do you think the following words describe your generation 
better, describe [his, her, their] generation better, or describe both generations about 

equally well? 

Q20G Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Describes my generation better 115 9,664,829 19.13 

(2) Describes his/her/their generation better 280 21,581,829 42.72 

(3) Describes both about equally well 205 18,716,247 37.05 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 552,199 1.09 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q21A: [A holiday gathering was ruined] Now, thinking about your whole, extended 
family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of the following? 

Q21A Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 68 4,478,433 8.87 

(2) No 537 45,956,901 90.98 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 79,770 0.16 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q21B: [You unfriended or blocked a family member on social media] Now, thinking 
about your whole, extended family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of 

the following? 

Q21B Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 117 9,549,511 18.90 

(2) No 486 40,725,015 80.62 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 240,578 0.48 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q21C: [A family member unfriended or blocked you or someone else in the family on 
social media] Now, thinking about your whole, extended family, have disagreements 

over politics ever led to any of the following? 

Q21C Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 122 8,942,570 17.70 

(2) No 479 40,792,243 80.75 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 780,292 1.54 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q21D: [You decided not to attend a family event] Now, thinking about your whole, 
extended family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of the following? 

Q21D Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 68 4,950,108 9.80 

(2) No 536 45,383,082 89.84 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 181,914 0.36 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Q21E: [A family member decided not to attend a family event] Now, thinking about your 
whole, extended family, have disagreements over politics ever led to any of the 

following? 

Q21E Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 99 7,117,306 14.09 

(2) No 506 43,318,028 85.75 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 79,770 0.16 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

Q21AA: In your view, do the Republican and Democratic parties do an adequate job of 
representing the American people, or do they do such a poor job that a third major 

party is needed? 

Q21AA Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Parties do adequate job 182 15,860,822 31.40 

(2) Third party is needed 412 33,672,047 66.66 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 982,234 1.94 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

POLITICS: Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an independent, or 
none of these? 

POLITICS Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Democrat 226 18,878,896 37.37 

(2) Republican 163 11,920,790 23.60 

(3) Independent 140 12,482,412 24.71 

(4) None of these 75 7,083,756 14.02 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 149,251 0.30 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

DEMO: Do you consider yourself a strong or moderate Democrat? 

DEMO Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 381 31,636,208 62.63 

(1) Strong Democrat 94 5,805,407 11.49 

(2) Moderate Democrat 132 13,073,489 25.88 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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REPUB: Do you consider yourself a strong or moderate Republican? 

REPUB Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 444 38,594,314 76.40 

(1) Strong Republican 53 3,417,860 6.77 

(2) Moderate Republican 110 8,502,929 16.83 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

INDEP: Do you lean more toward the Democrats or the Republicans? 

INDEP Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

. 389 30,799,686 60.97 

(1) Lean Democrat 55 3,988,507 7.90 

(2) Lean Republican 60 5,771,490 11.43 

Don’t lean 103 9,955,422 19.71 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

IDEO: How would you characterize your political views? 

IDEO Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Very liberal 39 3,156,408 6.25 

(2) Liberal 107 9,003,374 17.82 

(3) Moderate 279 22,502,779 44.55 

(4) Conservative 139 12,997,692 25.73 

(5) Very conservative 40 2,528,077 5.00 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 326,775 0.65 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

QVOTE2016: Did you vote in the 2016 Presidential election for Donald Trump, Hillary 
Clinton, or someone else? 

QVOTE2016 Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Donald Trump 205 16,488,816 32.64 

(2) Hillary Clinton 250 19,775,920 39.15 

(3) Someone else 49 4,575,142 9.06 

(4) Did not vote 93 8,918,648 17.66 

(99) DON’T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 756,578 1.50 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

EMPSTATUS Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Employed 445 37,819,893 74.87 

(2) Not employed 162 12,695,211 25.13 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

MARITAL: Marital status 

MARITAL Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Married/Living with partner 399 33,904,935 67.12 

(2) Widowed 16 1,747,167 3.46 

(3) Divorced 115 9,090,535 18.00 

(4) Separated 21 1,316,122 2.61 

(5) Never married 56 4,456,345 8.82 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

AGEGRP: Age 

AGEGRP Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(3) 23-29 1 43,030 0.09 

(4) 30-34 18 1,446,135 2.86 

(5) 35-44 139 14,105,256 27.92 

(6) 45-54 256 21,436,564 42.44 

(7) 55-64 178 12,459,917 24.67 

(8) 65+ 15 1,024,202 2.03 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

EDUCATION: Educational attainment if age 18 or older 

EDUCATION Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Less than high school graduate 38 3,816,719 7.56 

(2) High school graduate 109 17,592,787 34.83 

(3) Some college 274 15,806,269 31.29 

(4) College graduate [Associates/community 
college, BA, or BS] 

186 13,299,329 26.33 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

RACETH Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) White, non-Hispanic 403 31,405,967 62.17 

(2) African American, non-Hispanic 70 6,377,798 12.63 

(3) Hispanic 92 9,744,394 19.29 

(4) Other 42 2,986,945 5.91 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

HHINCOME: Household income 

HHINCOME Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Under $10,000 25 2,001,191 3.96 

(2) $10,000 to under $20,000 45 3,527,811 6.98 

(3) $20,000 to under $30,000 52 7,090,573 14.04 

(4) $30,000 to under $40,000 53 3,458,368 6.85 

(5) $40,000 to under $50,000 57 4,741,056 9.39 

(6) $50,000 to under $75,000 129 10,367,617 20.52 

(7) $75,000 to under $100,000 90 6,388,663 12.65 

(8) $100,000 to under $150,000 107 7,791,235 15.42 

(9) $150,000 or more 49 5,148,588 10.19 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

GENDER: Gender 

GENDER Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Male 299 24,592,501 48.68 

(2) Female 308 25,922,603 51.32 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 

        

STATE: State of residence 

STATE Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(AL) Alabama 5 229,369 0.45 

(AZ) Arizona 16 2,042,229 4.04 

(CA) California 64 5,424,464 10.74 

(CO) Colorado 17 1,231,985 2.44 

(CT) Connecticut 3 284,620 0.56 

(DC) District of Columbia 1 204,042 0.40 

(DE) Delaware 2 145,686 0.29 

(FL) Florida 53 3,665,070 7.26 
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(GA) Georgia 14 2,755,852 5.46 

(HI) Hawaii 2 125,591 0.25 

(IA) Iowa 7 452,621 0.90 

(ID) Idaho 3 89,211 0.18 

(IL) Illinois 32 2,015,018 3.99 

(IN) Indiana 22 1,684,469 3.33 

(KS) Kansas 3 191,973 0.38 

(KY) Kentucky 8 1,069,592 2.12 

(LA) Louisiana 12 1,166,703 2.31 

(MA) Massachusetts 10 718,511 1.42 

(MD) Maryland 8 894,090 1.77 

(ME) Maine 2 256,443 0.51 

(MI) Michigan 18 1,022,749 2.02 

(MN) Minnesota 10 616,593 1.22 

(MO) Missouri 21 1,120,974 2.22 

(MS) Mississippi 3 479,496 0.95 

(MT) Montana 4 128,397 0.25 

(NC) North Carolina 16 863,744 1.71 

(NE) Nebraska 7 298,605 0.59 

(NH) New Hampshire 1 91,307 0.18 

(NJ) New Jersey 16 1,382,503 2.74 

(NM) New Mexico 1 118,743 0.24 

(NV) Nevada 1 143,398 0.28 

(NY) New York 29 2,271,622 4.50 

(OH) Ohio 29 1,695,881 3.36 

(OK) Oklahoma 2 63,949 0.13 

(OR) Oregon 8 1,407,860 2.79 

(PA) Pennsylvania 18 1,299,568 2.57 

(RI) Rhode Island 3 207,210 0.41 

(SC) South Carolina 1 34,443 0.07 

(SD) South Dakota 3 139,715 0.28 

(TN) Tennessee 16 1,597,790 3.16 

(TX) Texas 48 5,087,014 10.07 

(UT) Utah 4 217,767 0.43 

(VA) Virginia 17 1,508,732 2.99 

(VT) Vermont 2 234,233 0.46 

(WA) Washington 15 1,285,605 2.55 

(WI) Wisconsin 23 1,492,679 2.95 

(WV) West Virginia 6 1,043,696 2.07 

(WY) Wyoming 1 13,292 0.03 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

CENSUS_REGION Frequency 

Weighted 

Percent Frequency 

(1) Northeast 84 6,746,017 13.35 

(2) Midwest 175 10,731,277 21.24 

(3) South 212 20,809,267 41.19 

(4) West 136 12,228,543 24.21 

Total 607 50,515,104 100.00 
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Map of Census Regions 

 


