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Study Methodology 

This survey was conducted by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and with 

funding from MTV and NORC at the University of Chicago. Staff from NORC at the University of 

Chicago, The Associated Press, and MTV collaborated on all aspects of the study.  

Data were collected using AmeriSpeak®, NORC’s probability-based panel designed to be representative 

of the U.S. household population. During the initial recruitment phase of the panel, randomly selected 

U.S. households were sampled with a known, non-zero probability of selection from the NORC National 

Sample Frame and then contacted by U.S. mail, email, telephone, and field interviewers (face-to-face). 

The panel provides sample coverage of approximately 97 percent of the U.S. household population. 

Those excluded from the sample include people with P.O. Box only addresses, some addresses not listed 

in the USPS Delivery Sequence File, and some newly constructed dwellings. 

Interviews for this survey were conducted between June 21 and July 9, 2018, with young people age 15 to 

34 representing the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Interviews were conducted in both English and 

Spanish, depending on respondent preference. Adult panel members age 18 to 34 were randomly drawn 

from AmeriSpeak, and 878 completed the survey—853 via the web and 25 via telephone. In addition, 

teen panel members age 15 to 17 were drawn from AmeriSpeak Teen, and 152 completed the survey—

148 via the web and 4 via telephone.  

To measure likelihood of voting in the 2018 midterm elections, all respondents who will be of age to 

vote before the midterm elections were asked to place themselves on a scale of zero to 10, where 10 

means they’re certain they will vote in the midterm and zero means there is no chance they will vote. 

Those who answered an 8, 9, or 10 on the scale are classified as likely voters. In total, 417 respondents 

are likely voters. 

Among young people age 15 to 34, the final stage completion rate is 26.1 percent, the weighted household 

panel response rate is 33.7 percent, and the weighted household panel retention rate is 87.2 percent, for a 

cumulative response rate of 7.7 percent. The overall margin of sampling error among young people age 

15 to 34 is +/- 4.3 percentage points at the 95 percent confidence level, including the design effect. 

Among likely voters, the margin of sampling error is +/- 9.2 percentage points at the 95 percent 

confidence level, including the design effect. The margin of sampling error may be higher for other 

subgroups.   
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Once the sample has been selected and fielded, and all the study data have been collected and made 

final, a poststratification process is used to adjust for any survey nonresponse as well as any 

noncoverage or under and oversampling resulting from the study specific sample design. 

Poststratification variables included age, gender, census division, race/ethnicity, and education. 

Weighting variables were obtained from the 2017 Current Population Survey. The weighted data 

reflect the U.S. population of young people age 15 to 34. 

For more information, email info@apnorc.org.  
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About The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research 

The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research taps into the power of social science research and the 

highest quality journalism to bring key information to people across the nation and throughout the world.  

■ The Associated Press is the world’s essential news organization, bringing fast, unbiased news to all 

media platforms and formats. 

■ NORC at the University of Chicago is one of the oldest and most respected, objective social science 

research institutions in the world. 

The two organizations have established The AP-NORC Center to conduct, analyze, and distribute social 

science research in the public interest on newsworthy topics, and to use the power of journalism to tell the 

stories that research reveals.  

The founding principles of The AP-NORC Center include a mandate to carefully preserve and protect the 

scientific integrity and objectivity of NORC and the journalistic independence of The Associated Press. 

All work conducted by The AP-NORC Center conforms to the highest levels of scientific integrity to 

prevent any real or perceived bias in the research. All of the work of The AP-NORC Center is subject to 

review by its advisory committee to help ensure it meets these standards. The AP-NORC Center 

publicizes the results of all studies and makes all datasets and study documentation available to scholars 

and the public.  
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About MTV 

MTV is the leading youth media brand inspired by music, in nearly 180 countries and 450 million homes 

around the world, connecting with over 350 million fans across all social media platforms. A unit of 

Viacom Inc. (NASDAQ: VIAB, VIA), MTV operations span cable and mobile networks, live events, and 

the new MTV Studios unit which produces original and reimagined content for SVOD and linear 

networks based on MTV’s library of over 200+ youth titles and franchises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NORC  |  Young Americans and the Midterm Election 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  5 

Index of Variables: Listed in the order they appear on the file 

# Variable Question Type Length Label 

1 SU_ID N/A Num 8 SU_ID: CaseID 

2 FINALWT N/A Num 8 FINALWT: Post-
stratification weights - 15-
34, general population 
(n=1,030) 

3 SURV_MODE N/A Num 8 SURV_MODE: Survey 
interview mode (online or 
phone) 

4 SURV_LANG N/A Num 8 SURV_LANG: Survey 
Interview Language 

5 Q1 Q1, Q1A, 
Q1B, Q1C 

Num 8 Q1: Overall, do you 
approve or disapprove of 
the way Donald Trump is 
handling his job as 
president? 

6 Q3 Q3 Num 8 Q3: When thinking about 
the future of the United 
States, would you say 
that you feel...? 

7 Q4 Q4 Num 8 Q4: Of all the issues 
facing the country right 
now, what concerns you 
the most? [OPEN-
ENDED RESPONSE, 
CODED] 

8 Q5A Q5 Num 8 Q5A: In the past 
month...How anxious 
have you felt about the 
state of the country? 

9 Q5B Q5 Num 8 Q5B: In the past 
month...How angry have 
you felt about the state of 
the country? 

10 Q5C Q5 Num 8 Q5C: In the past 
month...How positive 
have you felt about the 
state of the country? 

11 Q5D Q5 Num 8 Q5D: In the past 
month...How excited have 
you felt about the state of 
the country? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

12 Q6 Q6 Num 8 Q6: In the past month, 
how well do you feel 
American politics have 
been functioning? 

13 Q7A Q7 Num 8 Q7A: How much do 
elected public officials 
care what people like you 
think? 

14 Q7B Q7 Num 8 Q7B: How much can 
people like you affect 
what the government 
does? 

15 OUTLOOK1 OUTLOOK1 Num 8 OUTLOOK1: In general, 
do you think America's 
best days are: 

16 OUTLOOK2 OUTLOOK2 Num 8 OUTLOOK2: Thinking 
about five years from 
now, do you think the 
country will become more 
politically divided, less 
politically divided or about 
as politically divided as it 
is now? 

17 SYS2 SYS2 Num 8 SYS2: These days, do 
you feel optimistic that 
Americans of different 
political views can still 
come together and work 
out their differences, or 
are you pessimistic that 
Americans can do that 
now? 

18 Q8 Q8 Num 8 Q8: On a scale from zero 
to 10, where 10 means 
you're certain you will 
vote in the 2018 midterm 
elections and zero means 
there is no chance you 
will vote, please indicate 
how likely it is that you 
will vote in this 
November's election. 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

19 Q9A Q9 Num 8 Q9A: [I'm reading or 
watching news about the 
midterms, such as about 
the candidates, the 
issues, or other aspects 
of the election] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm 
elections in November, 
how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 

20 Q9B Q9 Num 8 Q9B: [I'm 
posting/liking/commenting 
about the midterms on 
social media] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm 
elections in November, 
how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 

21 Q9C Q9 Num 8 Q9C: [I'm sharing political 
memes related to the 
midterms on social 
media] Thinking about the 
2018 midterm elections in 
November, how often are 
you engaged in the 
following activities? 

22 Q9D Q9 Num 8 Q9D: [I'm participating in 
events related to the 
midterms such as 
candidate forums or 
rallies] Thinking about the 
2018 midterm elections in 
November, how often are 
you engaged in the 
following activities? 

23 Q9E Q9 Num 8 Q9E: [I'm volunteering 
with a candidate or issue 
campaign] Thinking about 
the 2018 midterm 
elections in November, 
how often are you 
engaged in the following 
activities? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

24 MID4 MID4 Num 8 MID4: How confident are 
you that you have 
enough information about 
the candidates to make 
an informed choice 
between the candidates? 

25 MID7 MID7 Num 8 MID7: Which statement 
comes closer to your 
views, even if neither is 
exactly right? 

26 MID12 MID12 Num 8 MID12: Which statement 
comes closer to your 
views, even if neither is 
exactly right? 

27 MID8A MID8 Num 8 MID8A: [Excited] Please 
say if each of the 
following words describes 
or does not describe how 
you feel about the 
upcoming midterm 
elections. 

28 MID8B MID8 Num 8 MID8B: [Interested] 
Please say if each of the 
following words describes 
or does not describe how 
you feel about the 
upcoming midterm 
elections. 

29 MID8C MID8 Num 8 MID8C: [Proud] Please 
say if each of the 
following words describes 
or does not describe how 
you feel about the 
upcoming midterm 
elections. 

30 MID8D MID8 Num 8 MID8D: [Hopeful] Please 
say if each of the 
following words describes 
or does not describe how 
you feel about the 
upcoming midterm 
elections. 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

31 MID8E MID8 Num 8 MID8E: [Helpless] Please 
say if each of the 
following words describes 
or does not describe how 
you feel about the 
upcoming midterm 
elections. 

32 MID8F MID8 Num 8 MID8F: [Anxious] Please 
say if each of the 
following words describes 
or does not describe how 
you feel about the 
upcoming midterm 
elections. 

33 MID8G MID8 Num 8 MID8G: [Overwhelmed] 
Please say if each of the 
following words describes 
or does not describe how 
you feel about the 
upcoming midterm 
elections. 

34 MID9A MID9 Num 8 MID9A: [A friend] How 
likely is it that you will try 
to encourage any of the 
following to vote in the 
upcoming midterm 
election? 

35 MID9B MID9 Num 8 MID9B: [A sibling] How 
likely is it that you will try 
to encourage any of the 
following to vote in the 
upcoming midterm 
election? 

36 MID9C MID9 Num 8 MID9C: [A classmate] 
How likely is it that you 
will try to encourage any 
of the following to vote in 
the upcoming midterm 
election? 

37 MID9D MID9 Num 8 MID9D: [A parent] How 
likely is it that you will try 
to encourage any of the 
following to vote in the 
upcoming midterm 
election? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

38 MID9E MID9 Num 8 MID9E: [A stranger] How 
likely is it that you will try 
to encourage any of the 
following to vote in the 
upcoming midterm 
election? 

39 MID10 MID10 Num 8 MID10: Did the outcome 
of the 2016 Presidential 
election increase your 
interest in the 2018 
midterm elections, 
decrease your interest in 
the 2018 midterm 
elections, or did it have 
no impact? 

40 MID11 MID11 Num 8 MID11: What best 
describes your attitudes 
toward the outcome of 
the 2018 midterm 
elections, even if neither 
is exactly right? 

41 CAND1A CAND1 Num 8 CAND1A: [Is a woman] 
How excited would you 
be to vote for a candidate 
who...? 

42 CAND1B CAND1 Num 8 CAND1B: [Is a member 
of the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) community] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

43 CAND1C CAND1 Num 8 CAND1C: [Is white] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

44 CAND1D CAND1 Num 8 CAND1D: [Is black] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

45 CAND1E CAND1 Num 8 CAND1E: [Is Asian] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

46 CAND1F CAND1 Num 8 CAND1F: [Is Latino] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

47 CAND1G CAND1 Num 8 CAND1G: [Is older] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

48 CAND1H CAND1 Num 8 CAND1H: [Is younger] 
How excited would you 
be to vote for a candidate 
who...? 

49 CAND1I CAND1 Num 8 CAND1I: [Looks like the 
people they represent] 
How excited would you 
be to vote for a candidate 
who...? 

50 CAND1J CAND1 Num 8 CAND1J: [Cares about 
the issues that affect you 
and your generation] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

51 CAND1K CAND1 Num 8 CAND1K: [Shares your 
religious beliefs] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

52 CAND1L CAND1 Num 8 CAND1L: [Is a successful 
businessperson] How 
excited would you be to 
vote for a candidate 
who...? 

53 CAND1M CAND1 Num 8 CAND1M: [Is a military 
veteran] How excited 
would you be to vote for a 
candidate who...? 

54 CAND1N CAND1 Num 8 CAND1N: [Is a celebrity] 
How excited would you 
be to vote for a candidate 
who...? 

55 CAND1O CAND1 Num 8 CAND1O: [Is a teacher] 
How excited would you 
be to vote for a candidate 
who...? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

56 CAND1P CAND1 Num 8 CAND1P: [Is a lifelong 
politician] How excited 
would you be to vote for a 
candidate who...? 

57 CAND4 CAND4 Num 8 CAND4: In your opinion, 
which of the following 
would do a better job 
running the country? 

58 CAND2 CAND2 Num 8 CAND2: Which comes 
closer to your view of 
candidates for local 
elections for positions like 
mayor or county 
government, even if 
neither is exactly right? 

59 CAND3A CAND3 Num 8 CAND3A: [Electing 
diverse candidates] How 
important are each of the 
following to you 
personally? 

60 CAND3B CAND3 Num 8 CAND3B: [Electing 
candidates who share my 
political views] How 
important are each of the 
following to you 
personally? 

61 CAND3C CAND3 Num 8 CAND3C: [Electing 
candidates from my 
political party] How 
important are each of the 
following to you 
personally? 

62 ISSUES_1 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_1: [The 
economy] What issues 
are the most important to 
you in deciding how to 
vote in this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

63 ISSUES_2 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_2: [Taxes] What 
issues are the most 
important to you in 
deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

64 ISSUES_3 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_3: [Health care] 
What issues are the most 
important to you in 
deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

65 ISSUES_4 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_4: [Immigration] 
What issues are the most 
important to you in 
deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

66 ISSUES_5 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_5: [Gun policy] 
What issues are the most 
important to you in 
deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

67 ISSUES_6 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_6: [Student loan 
debt] What issues are the 
most important to you in 
deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

68 ISSUES_7 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_7: [Climate 
change or the 
environment] What issues 
are the most important to 
you in deciding how to 
vote in this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

69 ISSUES_8 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_8: [Reproductive 
rights] What issues are 
the most important to you 
in deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

70 ISSUES_9 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_9: [Equal rights] 
What issues are the most 
important to you in 
deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

71 ISSUES_10 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_10: [Mental 
health] What issues are 
the most important to you 
in deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

72 ISSUES_11 ISSUES Num 8 ISSUES_11: [Something 
else] What issues are the 
most important to you in 
deciding how to vote in 
this year's (2018) 
midterm election? Please 
select all that apply. 

73 MID13A MID13 Num 8 MID13A: [They are lazy] 
Please say whether or 
not the following 
describes how you feel 
about people who do not 
vote. 

74 MID13B MID13 Num 8 MID13B: [They are 
unpatriotic] Please say 
whether or not the 
following describes how 
you feel about people 
who do not vote. 

75 MID13C MID13 Num 8 MID13C: [They should 
feel guilty] Please say 
whether or not the 
following describes how 
you feel about people 
who do not vote. 

76 MID13D MID13 Num 8 MID13D: [They are 
exercising their right] 
Please say whether or 
not the following 
describes how you feel 
about people who do not 
vote. 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

77 MID13E MID13 Num 8 MID13E: [They face 
barriers to voting] Please 
say whether or not the 
following describes how 
you feel about people 
who do not vote. 

78 MID13F MID13 Num 8 MID13F: [They are 
standing up for their 
beliefs] Please say 
whether or not the 
following describes how 
you feel about people 
who do not vote. 

79 MID13G MID13 Num 8 MID13G: [They don't 
think their vote will make 
a difference] Please say 
whether or not the 
following describes how 
you feel about people 
who do not vote. 

80 POLITICS PID1 Num 8 POLITICS: Do you 
consider yourself a 
Democrat, a Republican, 
an independent, or none 
of these? 

81 DEMO PIDA Num 8 DEMO: Do you consider 
yourself a strong or 
moderate Democrat? 

82 REPUB PIDI Num 8 REPUB: Do you consider 
yourself a strong or 
moderate Republican? 

83 INDEP PIDB Num 8 INDEP: Do you lean more 
toward the Democrats or 
the Republicans? 

84 IDEO G11B Num 8 IDEO: How would you 
characterize your political 
views? 

85 QVOTE2016 QVOTE2016 Num 8 QVOTE2016: Did you 
vote in the 2016 
Presidential election for 
Donald Trump, Hillary 
Clinton, or someone 
else? 

86 EMPSTATUS N/A Num 8 EMPSTATUS: 
Employment status 

87 MARITAL N/A Num 8 MARITAL: Marital status 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

88 AGEGRP N/A Num 8 AGEGRP: Age 

89 EDUCATION N/A Num 8 EDUCATION: 
Educational attainment if 
age 18 or older 

90 P_EDUCATION N/A Num 8 P_EDUCATION: Parents' 
highest education level if 
age 15-17 

91 RACETH N/A Num 8 RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

92 HHINCOME N/A Num 8 HHINCOME: Household 
income 

93 GENDER N/A Num 8 GENDER: Gender 

      

94 STATE N/A Char 2 STATE: State of 
residence 

95 CENSUS_REGION N/A Num 8 CENSUS_REGION: 
Census region 

 
Variable #5 is collapsed or recoded from original data, making the coding frame of this variable different 

from the survey questionnaire. It is also derived from more than one question.  

Variables #86-95 are AmeriSpeak® profile variables. These variables are collapsed or recoded to 

minimize the risk of disclosing respondent privacy. 
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Details of Variables 

■ “.” Or space: logic skip, respondent is not applicable to a specific question  

■ 99:  missing, survey non-respondent 

 

TEEN/YOUNG ADULT SAMPLE FREQUENCIES 

SURV_MODE: Survey interview mode (online or phone) 

SURV_MODE Frequency 

  

Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Phone interview 29 39 3.79 

(2) Web Interview 1,001 991 96.21 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

SURV_LANG: Survey Interview Language 

SURV_LANG Frequency 

 

Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) English 1,016 1,021 99.09 

(2) Spanish 14 9 0.91 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q1: Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his 
job as president? 

Q1 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Strongly approve 120 137 13.31 

(2) Somewhat approve 193 201 19.52 

(3) Lean toward approving 2 1 0.12 

(4) Do not lean either way 4 2 0.23 

(5) Lean toward disapproving 1 2 0.18 

(6) Somewhat disapprove 183 182 17.67 

(7) Strongly disapprove 525 501 48.64 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 3 0.33 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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Q3: When thinking about the future of the United States, would you say that you feel...? 

Q3 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Generally optimistic 439 441 42.80 

(2) Generally pessimistic 588 587 56.96 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 2 0.24 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q4: Of all the issues facing the country right now, what concerns you the most? 
[OPEN-ENDED RESPONSE, CODED] 

Q4 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) The economy: jobs, debt, poverty, cost of 
living, etc. 

123 148 14.41 

(2) Education: quality, costs, etc. 26 22 2.18 

(3) Health care: costs, etc. 23 22 2.12 

(4) Crime, safety, violence, in general 34 37 3.61 

(5) Gun laws: school shootings, gun control, 
Second Amendment, assault rifles, guns, 
etc. 

29 25 2.40 

(6) Immigration: DACA, border wall, 
immigrants, etc. 

254 257 24.98 

(7) Environment: climate change, natural 
disasters, etc. 

46 37 3.60 

(8) Social inequality 89 89 8.62 

(9) War or threat of nuclear war 16 20 1.90 

(10) Foreign policy: international relations, 
mentions of specific countries, etc. 

38 34 3.33 

(11) Concerns about Trump, leadership 32 36 3.50 

(12) Terrorism, homeland security, national 
security 

35 31 3.01 

(13) Political climate: lack of bipartisanship, 
division, lack of empathy, ideological 
differences, etc. 

36 34 3.26 

(14) Other issues 129 128 12.41 

(15) "Everything" 15 13 1.27 

(16) "Nothing" 9 12 1.14 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 96 85 8.25 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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Q5A: In the past month...How anxious have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5A Frequency 

 

Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely 165 173 16.76 

(2) Very 239 223 21.67 

(3) Moderately 310 315 30.55 

(4) Slightly 216 225 21.84 

(5) Not at all 98 93 9.02 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 2 0.16 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q5B: In the past month...How angry have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely 194 186 18.01 

(2) Very 261 264 25.66 

(3) Moderately 269 283 27.47 

(4) Slightly 205 196 19.07 

(5) Not at all 100 99 9.63 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 2 0.15 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q5C: In the past month...How positive have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5C Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely 37 47 4.53 

(2) Very 73 68 6.61 

(3) Moderately 300 303 29.39 

(4) Slightly 319 326 31.68 

(5) Not at all 298 284 27.57 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 2 0.22 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



NORC  |  Young Americans and the Midterm Election 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  20 

Q5D: In the past month...How excited have you felt about the state of the country? 

Q5D Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely 35 39 3.74 

(2) Very 61 65 6.31 

(3) Moderately 238 250 24.31 

(4) Slightly 267 272 26.40 

(5) Not at all 427 399 38.77 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 5 0.47 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q6: In the past month, how well do you feel American politics have been functioning? 

Q6 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Functioning extremely well 18 17 1.69 

(2) Functioning very well 47 41 4.01 

(3) Functioning moderately well 255 259 25.16 

(4) Not functioning too well 406 419 40.66 

(5) Not functioning well at all 301 291 28.27 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 2 0.21 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q7A: How much do elected public officials care what people like you think? 

Q7A Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) A great deal 22 22 2.15 

(2) A lot 36 36 3.54 

(3) A moderate amount 263 262 25.48 

(4) A little 419 418 40.53 

(5) Not at all 288 290 28.17 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 1 0.12 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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Q7B: How much can people like you affect what the government does? 

Q7B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) A great deal 51 58 5.67 

(2) A lot 104 82 7.94 

(3) A moderate amount 305 310 30.11 

(4) A little 406 393 38.13 

(5) Not at all 159 184 17.82 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 3 0.33 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

OUTLOOK1: In general, do you think America's best days are: 

OUTLOOK1 Frequency 

 

Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Ahead of us 507 491 47.70 

(2) Behind us 513 529 51.35 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 10 0.95 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

OUTLOOK2: Thinking about five years from now, do you think the country will become 
more politically divided, less politically divided or about as politically divided as it is 

now? 

OUTLOOK2 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) More divided 545 590 57.24 

(2) Less divided 202 179 17.35 

(3) About as divided as now 280 259 25.13 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 3 0.28 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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SYS2: These days, do you feel optimistic that Americans of different political views 
can still come together and work out their differences, or are you pessimistic that 

Americans can do that now? 

SYS2 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Optimistic 413 432 41.97 

(2) Pessimistic 609 589 57.22 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 8 0.81 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q8: On a scale from zero to 10, where 10 means you're certain you will vote in the 2018 
midterm elections and zero means there is no chance you will vote, please indicate 

how likely it is that you will vote in this November's election. 

Q8 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) 0 - Certain will not vote 129 124 12.00 

(1) 1 18 26 2.51 

(2) 2 27 23 2.28 

(3) 3 45 58 5.60 

(4) 4 43 49 4.74 

(5) 5 87 80 7.74 

(6) 6 51 62 6.06 

(7) 7 77 63 6.14 

(8) 8 71 70 6.83 

(9) 9 39 41 3.95 

(10) 10 - Certain will vote 307 285 27.65 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 4 0.39 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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Q9A: [I'm reading or watching news about the midterms, such as about the candidates, 
the issues, or other aspects of the election] Thinking about the 2018 midterm elections 

in November, how often are you engaged in the following activities? 

Q9A Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Often 193 178 17.27 

(2) Sometimes 372 359 34.88 

(3) Rarely 257 260 25.22 

(4) Never 206 228 22.17 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 5 0.46 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q9B: [I'm posting/liking/commenting about the midterms on social media] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the 

following activities? 

Q9B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Often 74 75 7.28 

(2) Sometimes 205 208 20.18 

(3) Rarely 245 236 22.87 

(4) Never 501 503 48.82 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 9 0.84 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q9C: [I'm sharing political memes related to the midterms on social media] Thinking 
about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the 

following activities? 

Q9C Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Often 54 69 6.68 

(2) Sometimes 183 184 17.83 

(3) Rarely 209 198 19.26 

(4) Never 580 575 55.87 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 4 0.37 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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Q9D: [I'm participating in events related to the midterms such as candidate forums or 
rallies] Thinking about the 2018 midterm elections in November, how often are you 

engaged in the following activities? 

Q9D Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Often 27 27 2.65 

(2) Sometimes 116 109 10.55 

(3) Rarely 196 208 20.18 

(4) Never 688 681 66.12 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 5 0.50 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

Q9E: [I'm volunteering with a candidate or issue campaign] Thinking about the 2018 
midterm elections in November, how often are you engaged in the following activities? 

Q9E Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Often 25 21 2.06 

(2) Sometimes 84 95 9.23 

(3) Rarely 142 142 13.81 

(4) Never 774 753 73.08 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 19 1.82 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID4: How confident are you that you have enough information about the candidates 
to make an informed choice between the candidates? 

MID4 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely confident 75 74 7.17 

(2) Very confident 154 148 14.39 

(3) Somewhat confident 363 374 36.27 

(4) Not very confident 262 253 24.52 

(5) Not at all confident 171 175 16.98 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 7 0.68 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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MID7: Which statement comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right? 

MID7 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Voting in the midterms will give people in 
my generation some say about how 
government runs things 

665 646 62.68 

(2) Voting in the midterms by people in my 
generation won`t really affect how 
government runs things 

356 374 36.33 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 9 10 0.99 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID12: Which statement comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right? 

MID12 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) My generation is feeling motivated to 
make positive changes in this country 

674 638 61.93 

(2) My generation isn`t motivated to make 
positive changes in this country 

344 383 37.15 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 10 0.92 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID8A: [Excited] Please say if each of the following words describes or does not 
describe how you feel about the upcoming midterm elections. 

MID8A Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe 439 435 42.21 

(2) Does not describe 584 590 57.30 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 5 0.49 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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MID8B: [Interested] Please say if each of the following words describes or does not 
describe how you feel about the upcoming midterm elections. 

MID8B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe 415 418 40.63 

(2) Does not describe 605 604 58.60 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 8 0.77 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID8C: [Proud] Please say if each of the following words describes or does not 
describe how you feel about the upcoming midterm elections. 

MID8C Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe 424 412 39.97 

(2) Does not describe 598 608 59.05 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 10 0.98 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID8D: [Hopeful] Please say if each of the following words describes or does not 
describe how you feel about the upcoming midterm elections. 

MID8D Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe 457 416 40.42 

(2) Does not describe 564 607 58.97 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 9 6 0.61 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID8E: [Helpless] Please say if each of the following words describes or does not 
describe how you feel about the upcoming midterm elections. 

MID8E Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe 406 416 40.40 

(2) Does not describe 621 611 59.31 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 3 0.29 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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MID8F: [Anxious] Please say if each of the following words describes or does not 
describe how you feel about the upcoming midterm elections. 

MID8F Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe 393 368 35.76 

(2) Does not describe 625 653 63.45 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 8 0.80 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID8G: [Overwhelmed] Please say if each of the following words describes or does not 
describe how you feel about the upcoming midterm elections. 

MID8G Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe 444 445 43.22 

(2) Does not describe 578 579 56.17 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 6 0.61 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID9A: [A friend] How likely is it that you will try to encourage any of the following to 
vote in the upcoming midterm election? 

MID9A Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely likely 215 200 19.41 

(2) Very likely 133 124 12.01 

(3) Somewhat likely 246 254 24.61 

(4) Not very likely 148 158 15.35 

(5) Not at all likely 212 224 21.70 

(6) Not applicable 74 69 6.72 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 2 0.20 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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MID9B: [A sibling] How likely is it that you will try to encourage any of the following to 
vote in the upcoming midterm election? 

MID9B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely likely 186 188 18.27 

(2) Very likely 137 141 13.73 

(3) Somewhat likely 177 173 16.79 

(4) Not very likely 146 149 14.48 

(5) Not at all likely 248 264 25.64 

(6) Not applicable 133 112 10.85 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 3 0.25 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID9C: [A classmate] How likely is it that you will try to encourage any of the following 
to vote in the upcoming midterm election? 

MID9C Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely likely 120 121 11.73 

(2) Very likely 103 107 10.35 

(3) Somewhat likely 136 126 12.24 

(4) Not very likely 139 154 14.97 

(5) Not at all likely 220 242 23.48 

(6) Not applicable 305 277 26.85 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 4 0.39 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID9D: [A parent] How likely is it that you will try to encourage any of the following to 
vote in the upcoming midterm election? 

MID9D Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely likely 180 180 17.46 

(2) Very likely 149 153 14.90 

(3) Somewhat likely 184 179 17.42 

(4) Not very likely 140 150 14.55 

(5) Not at all likely 262 273 26.53 

(6) Not applicable 110 91 8.83 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 3 0.31 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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MID9E: [A stranger] How likely is it that you will try to encourage any of the following 
to vote in the upcoming midterm election? 

MID9E Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely likely 102 95 9.19 

(2) Very likely 53 52 5.03 

(3) Somewhat likely 155 156 15.13 

(4) Not very likely 205 199 19.30 

(5) Not at all likely 392 414 40.24 

(6) Not applicable 117 108 10.46 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 7 0.64 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID10: Did the outcome of the 2016 Presidential election increase your interest in the 
2018 midterm elections, decrease your interest in the 2018 midterm elections, or did it 

have no impact? 

MID10 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Increased my interest 436 430 41.75 

(2) Decreased my interest 207 190 18.44 

(3) Had no impact 382 406 39.41 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 4 0.40 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID11: What best describes your attitudes toward the outcome of the 2018 midterm 
elections, even if neither is exactly right? 

MID11 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) I hope the midterm elections maintain the 
status quo 

183 213 20.64 

(2) I hope the midterm elections bring about 
change 

833 804 78.02 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 14 14 1.34 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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CAND1A: [Is a woman] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1A Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 205 225 21.80 

(2) Very excited 198 185 17.97 

(3) Moderately excited 333 311 30.23 

(4) Slightly excited 123 130 12.62 

(5) Not at all excited 160 168 16.34 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 11 1.05 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1B: [Is a member of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
community] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 152 152 14.80 

(2) Very excited 137 120 11.64 

(3) Moderately excited 297 284 27.61 

(4) Slightly excited 129 135 13.11 

(5) Not at all excited 305 328 31.88 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 10 0.96 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1C: [Is white] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1C Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 54 66 6.46 

(2) Very excited 74 75 7.30 

(3) Moderately excited 342 330 31.99 

(4) Slightly excited 182 191 18.54 

(5) Not at all excited 367 356 34.56 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 12 1.15 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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CAND1D: [Is black] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1D Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 184 186 18.03 

(2) Very excited 154 154 14.92 

(3) Moderately excited 364 350 34.02 

(4) Slightly excited 123 127 12.30 

(5) Not at all excited 192 200 19.40 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 14 1.34 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1E: [Is Asian] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1E Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 114 112 10.89 

(2) Very excited 145 146 14.19 

(3) Moderately excited 371 365 35.43 

(4) Slightly excited 148 140 13.57 

(5) Not at all excited 239 253 24.56 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 14 1.37 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1F: [Is Latino] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1F Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 140 150 14.58 

(2) Very excited 181 175 17.00 

(3) Moderately excited 342 337 32.73 

(4) Slightly excited 138 129 12.50 

(5) Not at all excited 218 228 22.12 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 11 1.07 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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CAND1G: [Is older] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1G Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 48 48 4.69 

(2) Very excited 85 82 8.00 

(3) Moderately excited 347 336 32.64 

(4) Slightly excited 210 223 21.68 

(5) Not at all excited 329 327 31.76 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 13 1.23 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1H: [Is younger] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1H Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 112 108 10.44 

(2) Very excited 193 212 20.60 

(3) Moderately excited 360 341 33.13 

(4) Slightly excited 168 162 15.77 

(5) Not at all excited 186 197 19.16 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 9 0.89 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1I: [Looks like the people they represent] How excited would you be to vote for a 
candidate who...? 

CAND1I Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 160 168 16.27 

(2) Very excited 199 190 18.45 

(3) Moderately excited 315 302 29.35 

(4) Slightly excited 156 160 15.51 

(5) Not at all excited 190 202 19.66 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 8 0.76 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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CAND1J: [Cares about the issues that affect you and your generation] How excited 
would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1J Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 424 435 42.22 

(2) Very excited 264 247 24.01 

(3) Moderately excited 208 201 19.48 

(4) Slightly excited 68 76 7.38 

(5) Not at all excited 58 61 5.92 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 10 1.00 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1K: [Shares your religious beliefs] How excited would you be to vote for a 
candidate who...? 

CAND1K Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 139 158 15.34 

(2) Very excited 158 167 16.26 

(3) Moderately excited 300 263 25.50 

(4) Slightly excited 150 151 14.63 

(5) Not at all excited 273 277 26.91 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 14 1.35 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1L: [Is a successful businessperson] How excited would you be to vote for a 
candidate who...? 

CAND1L Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 74 94 9.12 

(2) Very excited 123 127 12.31 

(3) Moderately excited 322 297 28.86 

(4) Slightly excited 204 217 21.08 

(5) Not at all excited 293 283 27.51 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 14 12 1.12 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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CAND1M: [Is a military veteran] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate 
who...? 

CAND1M Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 115 132 12.82 

(2) Very excited 170 171 16.63 

(3) Moderately excited 368 356 34.55 

(4) Slightly excited 172 156 15.19 

(5) Not at all excited 190 200 19.41 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 15 14 1.40 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1N: [Is a celebrity] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1N Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 35 42 4.04 

(2) Very excited 47 49 4.74 

(3) Moderately excited 179 174 16.91 

(4) Slightly excited 155 159 15.44 

(5) Not at all excited 604 595 57.73 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 12 1.14 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND1O: [Is a teacher] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate who...? 

CAND1O Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 138 130 12.63 

(2) Very excited 197 181 17.56 

(3) Moderately excited 368 399 38.72 

(4) Slightly excited 145 127 12.33 

(5) Not at all excited 169 181 17.58 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 12 1.18 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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CAND1P: [Is a lifelong politician] How excited would you be to vote for a candidate 
who...? 

CAND1P Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Extremely excited 52 60 5.84 

(2) Very excited 94 100 9.66 

(3) Moderately excited 285 267 25.91 

(4) Slightly excited 215 236 22.91 

(5) Not at all excited 373 357 34.61 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 11 1.06 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND4: In your opinion, which of the following would do a better job running the 
country? 

CAND4 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) New leaders from your generation 826 811 78.73 

(2) Our current leaders 190 203 19.71 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 14 16 1.55 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND2: Which comes closer to your view of candidates for local elections for 
positions like mayor or county government, even if neither is exactly right? 

CAND2 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) I usually feel like there is at least one 
candidate who shares most of my views 

576 586 56.89 

(2) I usually feel like none of the candidates 
represent my views well 

441 432 41.90 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 12 1.20 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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CAND3A: [Electing diverse candidates] How important are each of the following to you 
personally? 

CAND3A Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Not at all important 133 161 15.63 

(2) Slightly important 162 148 14.35 

(3) Moderately important 339 347 33.71 

(4) Very important 218 216 20.98 

(5) Extremely important 167 147 14.29 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 11 1.04 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND3B: [Electing candidates who share my political views] How important are each 
of the following to you personally? 

CAND3B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Not at all important 56 72 6.98 

(2) Slightly important 120 111 10.77 

(3) Moderately important 296 286 27.80 

(4) Very important 298 303 29.37 

(5) Extremely important 252 249 24.15 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 10 0.94 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CAND3C: [Electing candidates from my political party] How important are each of the 
following to you personally? 

CAND3C Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Not at all important 223 217 21.03 

(2) Slightly important 203 201 19.47 

(3) Moderately important 349 358 34.75 

(4) Very important 149 148 14.35 

(5) Extremely important 97 96 9.35 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 9 11 1.04 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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ISSUES_1: [The economy] What issues are the most important to you in deciding how 
to vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_1 Frequency 

 

Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 420 404 39.21 

(1) Yes 477 481 46.67 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_2: [Taxes] What issues are the most important to you in deciding how to vote 
in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_2 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 504 509 49.41 

(1) Yes 393 376 36.47 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_3: [Health care] What issues are the most important to you in deciding how to 
vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_3 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 332 325 31.58 

(1) Yes 565 559 54.30 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_4: [Immigration] What issues are the most important to you in deciding how to 
vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_4 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 342 347 33.73 

(1) Yes 555 537 52.15 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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ISSUES_5: [Gun policy] What issues are the most important to you in deciding how to 
vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_5 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 464 459 44.57 

(1) Yes 433 426 41.31 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_6: [Student loan debt] What issues are the most important to you in deciding 
how to vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_6 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 539 551 53.50 

(1) Yes 358 333 32.38 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_7: [Climate change or the environment] What issues are the most important to 
you in deciding how to vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all 

that apply. 

ISSUES_7 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 500 506 49.11 

(1) Yes 397 379 36.77 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_8: [Reproductive rights] What issues are the most important to you in 
deciding how to vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that 

apply. 

ISSUES_8 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 605 597 57.94 

(1) Yes 292 288 27.94 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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ISSUES_9: [Equal rights] What issues are the most important to you in deciding how to 
vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_9 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 444 441 42.85 

(1) Yes 453 443 43.03 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_10: [Mental health] What issues are the most important to you in deciding how 
to vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_10 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 514 495 48.11 

(1) Yes 383 389 37.77 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

ISSUES_11: [Something else] What issues are the most important to you in deciding 
how to vote in this year's (2018) midterm election? Please select all that apply. 

ISSUES_11 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 133 145 14.12 

(0) No 814 809 78.53 

(1) Yes 83 76 7.35 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID13A: [They are lazy] Please say whether or not the following describes how you 
feel about people who do not vote. 

MID13A Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe people who do not vote 492 499 48.41 

(2) Does not describe people who do not 
vote 

526 517 50.19 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 14 1.40 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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MID13B: [They are unpatriotic] Please say whether or not the following describes how 
you feel about people who do not vote. 

MID13B Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe people who do not vote 303 317 30.79 

(2) Does not describe people who do not 
vote 

711 694 67.36 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 16 19 1.85 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID13C: [They should feel guilty] Please say whether or not the following describes 
how you feel about people who do not vote. 

MID13C Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe people who do not vote 359 357 34.66 

(2) Does not describe people who do not 
vote 

652 649 63.05 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 19 24 2.29 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID13D: [They are exercising their right] Please say whether or not the following 
describes how you feel about people who do not vote. 

MID13D Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe people who do not vote 645 639 62.08 

(2) Does not describe people who do not 
vote 

369 370 35.91 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 16 21 2.01 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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MID13E: [They face barriers to voting] Please say whether or not the following 
describes how you feel about people who do not vote. 

MID13E Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe people who do not vote 534 531 51.52 

(2) Does not describe people who do not 
vote 

475 475 46.15 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 21 24 2.33 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID13F: [They are standing up for their beliefs] Please say whether or not the following 
describes how you feel about people who do not vote. 

MID13F Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe people who do not vote 367 389 37.76 

(2) Does not describe people who do not 
vote 

643 617 59.89 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 20 24 2.35 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

MID13G: [They don't think their vote will make a difference] Please say whether or not 
the following describes how you feel about people who do not vote. 

MID13G Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Does describe people who do not vote 839 834 81.01 

(2) Does not describe people who do not 
vote 

177 178 17.26 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 14 18 1.74 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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POLITICS: Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an independent, or 
none of these? 

POLITICS Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Democrat 376 378 36.70 

(2) Republican 184 211 20.48 

(3) Independent 260 250 24.24 

(4) None of these 205 189 18.35 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 2 0.23 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

DEMO: Do you consider yourself a strong or moderate Democrat? 

DEMO Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 654 652 63.30 

(1) Strong Democrat 149 149 14.49 

(2) Moderate Democrat 227 229 22.21 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

REPUB: Do you consider yourself a strong or moderate Republican? 

REPUB Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 846 819 79.52 

(1) Strong Republican 52 62 6.00 

(2) Moderate Republican 131 149 14.43 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 1 0.06 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

INDEP: Do you lean more toward the Democrats or the Republicans? 

INDEP Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 560 589 57.18 

(1) Lean Democrat 152 127 12.28 

(2) Lean Republican 97 98 9.47 

(3) Don`t lean 219 216 20.93 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 1 0.13 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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IDEO: How would you characterize your political views? 

IDEO Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Very liberal 115 109 10.63 

(2) Liberal 238 213 20.69 

(3) Moderate 454 457 44.39 

(4) Conservative 153 163 15.80 

(5) Very conservative 58 71 6.86 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 17 1.64 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

QVOTE2016: Did you vote in the 2016 Presidential election for Donald Trump, Hillary 
Clinton, or someone else? 

QVOTE2016 Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 160 181 17.59 

(1) Donald Trump 158 182 17.66 

(2) Hillary Clinton 351 306 29.67 

(3) Someone else 128 121 11.78 

(4) Did not vote 231 239 23.22 

(99) DON`T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 1 0.08 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

EMPSTATUS Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 152 155 15.08 

(1) Employed 610 560 54.41 

(2) Not employed 268 314 30.51 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       



NORC  |  Young Americans and the Midterm Election 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  44 

MARITAL: Marital status 

MARITAL Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 152 155 15.08 

(1) Married/Living with partner 347 330 32.00 

(2) Widowed 2 2 0.19 

(3) Divorced 13 13 1.27 

(4) Separated 7 12 1.17 

(5) Never married 509 518 50.30 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

AGEGRP: Age 

AGEGRP Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) 15-17 152 155 15.08 

(2) 18-22 172 245 23.82 

(3) 23-29 426 379 36.77 

(4) 30-34 280 251 24.33 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

EDUCATION: Educational attainment if age 18 or older 

EDUCATION Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 152 155 15.08 

(1) Less than high school graduate 49 96 9.37 

(2) High school graduate 175 239 23.23 

(3) Some college 353 303 29.45 

(4) College graduate [Associates/community 
college, BA, or BS] 

301 236 22.87 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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P_EDUCATION: Parents' highest education level if age 15-17 

P_EDUCATION Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

. 878 875 84.92 

(1) Less than high school graduate 10 23 2.24 

(2) High school graduate 18 21 2.04 

(3) Some college 67 63 6.11 

(4) College graduate [Associates/community 
college, BA, or BS] 

57 48 4.69 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

RACETH Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) White, non-Hispanic 555 576 55.93 

(2) African American, non-Hispanic 149 140 13.59 

(3) Hispanic 215 220 21.38 

(4) Other 111 94 9.10 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

HHINCOME: Household income 

HHINCOME Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Under $10,000 75 68 6.63 

(2) $10,000 to under $20,000 132 103 10.00 

(3) $20,000 to under $30,000 156 151 14.70 

(4) $30,000 to under $40,000 118 118 11.41 

(5) $40,000 to under $50,000 105 112 10.92 

(6) $50,000 to under $75,000 185 193 18.69 

(7) $75,000 to under $100,000 119 128 12.39 

(8) $100,000 to under $150,000 94 99 9.57 

(9) $150,000 or more 46 59 5.70 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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GENDER: Gender 

GENDER Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Male 502 521 50.56 

(2) Female 528 509 49.44 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

       

STATE: State of residence 

STATE Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(AL) Alabama 8 15 1.44 

(AR) Arkansas 2 3 0.33 

(AZ) Arizona 27 24 2.31 

(CA) California 135 142 13.83 

(CO) Colorado 29 20 1.97 

(CT) Connecticut 11 10 0.95 

(DC) District of Columbia 1 1 0.08 

(DE) Delaware 3 2 0.16 

(FL) Florida 79 73 7.04 

(GA) Georgia 24 34 3.32 

(HI) Hawaii 1 1 0.05 

(IA) Iowa 16 12 1.19 

(ID) Idaho 18 12 1.15 

(IL) Illinois 33 27 2.58 

(IN) Indiana 20 22 2.10 

(KS) Kansas 12 10 0.93 

(KY) Kentucky 18 18 1.71 

(LA) Louisiana 19 25 2.42 

(MA) Massachusetts 17 19 1.83 

(MD) Maryland 16 14 1.38 

(ME) Maine 10 12 1.20 

(MI) Michigan 42 41 3.95 

(MN) Minnesota 14 7 0.67 

(MO) Missouri 26 24 2.32 

(NC) North Carolina 39 38 3.70 

(NE) Nebraska 16 10 1.01 

(NJ) New Jersey 24 36 3.45 

(NM) New Mexico 6 7 0.67 

(NV) Nevada 15 8 0.80 

(NY) New York 50 59 5.70 
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(OH) Ohio 41 42 4.04 

(OK) Oklahoma 19 19 1.84 

(OR) Oregon 8 13 1.28 

(PA) Pennsylvania 22 27 2.66 

(RI) Rhode Island 1 0 0.05 

(SC) South Carolina 6 7 0.65 

(SD) South Dakota 5 4 0.42 

(TN) Tennessee 24 27 2.58 

(TX) Texas 83 85 8.21 

(UT) Utah 9 6 0.56 

(VA) Virginia 29 26 2.53 

(VT) Vermont 3 3 0.29 

(WA) Washington 13 18 1.76 

(WI) Wisconsin 28 26 2.52 

(WV) West Virginia 7 4 0.35 

(WY) Wyoming 1 0 0.02 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 

        

CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

CENSUS_REGION Frequency 

 
Weighted 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

(1) Northeast 138 166 16.13 

(2) Midwest 253 224 21.74 

(3) South 377 389 37.73 

(4) West 262 251 24.40 

Total 1,030 1,030 100.00 
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Map of Census Regions 

 
 


