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Study Methodology 

This survey was conducted by The University of Chicago Divinity School and The Associated Press-

NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and with funding from NORC at the University of Chicago.   

Data were collected using the AmeriSpeak Omnibus®, a monthly multi-client survey using NORC’s 

probability-based panel designed to be representative of the U.S. household population. The survey was 

part of a larger study that included questions about other topics not included in this dataset. During the 

initial recruitment phase of the panel, randomly selected U.S. households were sampled with a known, 

non-zero probability of selection from the NORC National Sample Frame and then contacted by U.S. 

mail, email, telephone, and field interviewers (face-to-face). The panel provides sample coverage of 

approximately 97 percent of the U.S. household population. Those excluded from the sample include 

people with P.O. Box only addresses, some addresses not listed in the USPS Delivery Sequence File, and 

some newly constructed dwellings.  

Interviews for this survey were conducted between February 13 and February 16, 2020, with adults age 

18 and over representing the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Panel members were randomly drawn 

from AmeriSpeak, and 1,105 completed the survey—940 via the web and 75 via telephone. Interviews 

were conducted in English. The final stage completion rate is 20.3 percent, the weighted household panel 

response rate is 24.1 percent, and the weighted household panel retention rate is 85.6 percent, for a 

cumulative response rate of 4.2 percent. The overall margin of sampling error is +/-4.2 percentage points 

at the 95 percent confidence level, including the design effect. The margin of sampling error may be 

higher for subgroups.. 

Once the sample has been selected and fielded, and all the study data have been collected and made final, 

a poststratification process is used to adjust for any survey nonresponse as well as any noncoverage or 

under and oversampling resulting from the study specific sample design. Poststratification variables 

included age, gender, census division, race/ethnicity, and education. Weighting variables were obtained 

from the 2018 Current Population Survey. The weighted data reflect the U.S. population of adults age 18 

and over.  For more information, visit www.apnorc.org or email info@apnorc.org. 

 

http://www.apnorc.org/
mailto:info@apnorc.org
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About The University of Chicago Divinity School 

The Divinity School generates knowledge about the history, theology, beliefs, and practices of religions 

using a broad array of methodological and theoretical approaches. One of the world's leading institutions 

in the academic study of religion, the Divinity School prepares students for careers in scholarship, 

teaching, and public religious leadership through multiple graduate and undergraduate programs. 

https:/divinity.uchicago.edu  

  

https://divinity.uchicago.edu/
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About The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research 

The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research taps into the power of social science research and the 

highest quality journalism to bring key information to people across the nation and throughout the world.  

■ The Associated Press is an independent global news organization dedicated to factual reporting. 

Founded in 1846, AP today remains the most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all 

formats and the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news business. More 

than half the world’s population sees AP journalism every day. 

■ NORC at the University of Chicago is one of the oldest and most respected, objective social science 

research institutions in the world. 

The two organizations have established The AP-NORC Center to conduct, analyze, and distribute social 

science research in the public interest on newsworthy topics, and to use the power of journalism to tell the 

stories that research reveals.  

The founding principles of The AP-NORC Center include a mandate to carefully preserve and protect the 

scientific integrity and objectivity of NORC and the journalistic independence of The Associated Press. 

All work conducted by The AP-NORC Center conforms to the highest levels of scientific integrity to 

prevent any real or perceived bias in the research. All of the work of The AP-NORC Center is subject to 

review by its advisory committee to help ensure it meets these standards. The AP-NORC Center 

publicizes the results of all studies and makes all datasets and study documentation available to scholars 

and the public.  
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Index of Variables: Listed in the order they appear on the file         

# Variable Question Type Len Label 

1 SU_ID N/A Num 8 SU_ID: CaseID 

2 FINALWT N/A Num 8 FINALWT: Post-
stratification weights - 
18+ general population  

3 SURV_MODE N/A Num 8 SURV_MODE: Survey 
Interview Mode 

4 DIV1A DIV1 Num 8 DIV1A: [Individuals can 
practice any religion 
without government 
restriction] For each of 
the following statements, 
please indicate whether 
or not you think it should 
be federal law or policy 
in the United States. 

5 DIV1B DIV1 Num 8 DIV1B: [Individuals can 
practice no religion at all 
without government 
restriction] For each of 
the following statements, 
please indicate whether 
or not you think it should 
be federal law or policy 
in the United States. 

6 DIV1C DIV1 Num 8 DIV1C: [The government 
does not favor one 
religion over another] For 
each of the following 
statements, please 
indicate whether or not 
you think it should be 
federal law or policy in 
the United States. 

7 DIV1D DIV1 Num 8 DIV1D: [The government 
does not favor religion 
over no religion] For 
each of the following 
statements, please 
indicate whether or not 
you think it should be 
federal law or policy in 
the United States. 
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8 DIV2 DIV2 Num 8 DIV2: As far as you 
know, does the United 
States have any federal 
laws or policies about 
freedom of religion, or 
doesn’t it have any such 
laws or policies? 

9 DIV3A DIV3 Num 8 DIV3A: [Individuals can 
practice any religion 
without government 
restriction] For each of 
the following statements, 
please indicate whether 
or not you think it is 
currently protected by 
federal law or policy in 
the United States. 

10 DIV3B DIV3 Num 8 DIV3B: [Individuals can 
practice no religion at all 
without government 
restriction] For each of 
the following statements, 
please indicate whether 
or not you think it is 
currently protected by 
federal law or policy in 
the United States. 

11 DIV3C DIV3 Num 8 DIV3C: [The government 
does not favor one 
religion over another] For 
each of the following 
statements, please 
indicate whether or not 
you think it is currently 
protected by federal law 
or policy in the United 
States. 

12 DIV3D DIV3 Num 8 DIV3D: [The government 
does not favor religion 
over no religion] For 
each of the following 
statements, please 
indicate whether or not 
you think it is currently 
protected by federal law 
or policy in the United 
States. 
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13 DIV4 DIV4 Num 8 DIV4: How important are 
issues related to freedom 
of religion to you 
personally? 

14 DIV5 DIV5 Num 8 DIV5: Over the past 
year, have you taken any 
action to express your 
views about freedom of 
religion, such as 
donating money or 
volunteering for an 
organization or group, 
posting a message on 
social media, or 
participating in a protest, 
march, or demonstration, 
or haven’t you done any 
of these things in the 
past year to express your 
views about freedom of 
religion? 

15 DIV6 DIV6 Num 8 DIV6: Over the past 
year, have you taken any 
action to express your 
views about issues other 
than freedom of religion, 
such as donating money 
or volunteering for an 
organization, posting a 
message on social 
media, or participating in 
a protest, march, or 
demonstration or haven’t 
you done any of these 
things in the past year to 
express your views 
about issues other than 
freedom of religion? 

16 DIV7A DIV7 Num 8 DIV7A: [Your freedom of 
religion is being 
threatened] To what 
extent do you feel in the 
United States today that: 
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17 DIV7B DIV7 Num 8 DIV7B: [Your freedoms 
or rights are threatened 
by others’ claims about 
their freedom of religion] 
To what extent do you 
feel in the United States 
today that: 

18 DIV8A DIV8 Num 8 DIV8A: [Atheists] To 
what extent do you feel 
the freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 

19 DIV8B DIV8 Num 8 DIV8B: [Buddhists] To 
what extent do you feel 
the freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 

20 DIV8C DIV8 Num 8 DIV8C: [Jews] To what 
extent do you feel the 
freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 

21 DIV8D DIV8 Num 8 DIV8D: [Muslims] To 
what extent do you feel 
the freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 

22 DIV8E DIV8 Num 8 DIV8E: [Mormons] To 
what extent do you feel 
the freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 
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23 DIV8F DIV8 Num 8 DIV8F: [Catholics] To 
what extent do you feel 
the freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 

24 DIV8G DIV8 Num 8 DIV8G: [Evangelical 
Christians] To what 
extent do you feel the 
freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 

25 DIV8H DIV8 Num 8 DIV8H: [Other 
Christians] To what 
extent do you feel the 
freedom of religion of 
each of the following 
groups is being 
threatened in the United 
States today? 

26 DIV9A DIV9 Num 8 DIV9A: [Atheists] To 
what extent do you feel 
claims about freedom of 
religion by each of the 
following groups threaten 
the freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 

27 DIV9B DIV9 Num 8 DIV9B: [Buddhists] To 
what extent do you feel 
claims about freedom of 
religion by each of the 
following groups threaten 
the freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 
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28 DIV9C DIV9 Num 8 DIV9C: [Jews] To what 
extent do you feel claims 
about freedom of religion 
by each of the following 
groups threaten the 
freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 

29 DIV9D DIV9 Num 8 DIV9D: [Muslims] To 
what extent do you feel 
claims about freedom of 
religion by each of the 
following groups threaten 
the freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 

30 DIV9E DIV9 Num 8 DIV9E: [Mormons] To 
what extent do you feel 
claims about freedom of 
religion by each of the 
following groups threaten 
the freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 

31 DIV9F DIV9 Num 8 DIV9F: [Catholics] To 
what extent do you feel 
claims about freedom of 
religion by each of the 
following groups threaten 
the freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 

32 DIV9G DIV9 Num 8 DIV9G: [Evangelical 
Christians] To what 
extent do you feel claims 
about freedom of religion 
by each of the following 
groups threaten the 
freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 

33 DIV9H DIV9 Num 8 DIV9H: [Other 
Christians] To what 
extent do you feel claims 
about freedom of religion 
by each of the following 
groups threaten the 
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freedoms or rights of 
others in the United 
States today? 

34 DIV10AA DIV10A Num 8 DIV10AA: [In your 
opinion, does the arrest 
violate the American 
citizen’s freedom of 
religion, or not?] 
Because of religious 
beliefs to help others, an 
American citizen 
provides humanitarian 
assistance to 
undocumented 
immigrants in the U.S. 
desert. As a result, the 
American citizen is 
arrested by border patrol 
agents who consider this 
assistance to be against 
the law 

35 DIV10AB DIV10A Num 8 DIV10AB: [Do you think 
the American citizen 
should have been 
arrested, or not?] 
Because of religious 
beliefs to help others, an 
American citizen 
provides humanitarian 
assistance to 
undocumented 
immigrants in the U.S. 
desert. As a result, the 
American citizen is 
arrested by border patrol 
agents who consider this 
assistance to be against 
the law 

36 DIV10BA DIV10B Num 8 DIV10BA: [In your 
opinion, does denying 
enrollment in public 
school violate the 
parent’s freedom of 
religion, or not?] A parent 
does not vaccinate their 
children because of 
religious beliefs against 
this practice and the 
children are denied 
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enrollment in public 
school because of its 
policy that all students 
must be vaccinated. 

37 DIV10BB DIV10B Num 8 DIV10BB: [Do you think 
the unvaccinated 
children should have 
been denied enrollment 
in public school, or not?] 
A parent does not 
vaccinate their children 
because of religious 
beliefs against this 
practice and the children 
are denied enrollment in 
public school because of 
its policy that all students 
must be vaccinated. 

38 DIV10CA DIV10C Num 8 DIV10CA: [In your 
opinion, does the 
government’s building of 
the pipeline violate the 
Native American tribe’s 
freedom of religion, or 
not?] The federal 
government builds a 
natural gas pipeline 
through land despite a 
Native American tribe’s 
objections to do because 
they consider the land to 
be sacred. 

39 DIV10CB DIV10C Num 8 DIV10CB: [Do you think 
the government should 
have built the pipeline, or 
not?] The federal 
government builds a 
natural gas pipeline 
through land despite a 
Native American tribe’s 
objections to do because 
they consider the land to 
be sacred. 

40 DIV10DA DIV10D Num 8 DIV10DA: [In your 
opinion, does the 
requirement for the 
business owner to 
provide family healthcare 
benefits violate the 
business owner’s 
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freedom of religion, or 
not?] A business owner 
is legally required to 
provide family healthcare 
benefits to a same-sex 
couple despite the 
owner’s religious beliefs 
that marriage is only 
between a man and a 
woman. 

41 DIV10DB DIV10D Num 8 DIV10DB: [Do you think 
the business owner 
should have been 
required to provide family 
healthcare benefits, or 
not?] A business owner 
is legally required to 
provide family healthcare 
benefits to a same-sex 
couple despite the 
owner’s religious beliefs 
that marriage is only 
between a man and a 
woman. 

42 DIV10EA DIV10E Num 8 DIV10EA: [In your 
opinion, does the firing 
violate the ICE agent’s 
freedom of religion, or 
not?] An Immigration and 
Custom Enforcement, 
also known as ICE, 
agent refuses to 
separate undocumented 
parents and children 
because of religious 
beliefs about family unity 
and the government fires 
the agent for not 
following protocol. 

43 DIV10EB DIV10E Num 8 DIV10EB: [Do you think 
the ICE agent should 
have been fired, or not?] 
An Immigration and 
Custom Enforcement, 
also known as ICE, 
agent refuses to 
separate undocumented 
parents and children 
because of religious 
beliefs about family unity 
and the government fires 
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the agent for not 
following protocol. 

44 DIV10FA DIV10F Num 8 DIV10FA: [In your 
opinion, does the firing 
violate the employee’s 
freedom of religion, or 
not?] An employee at a 
government-run public 
benefit program is fired 
for accepting applicants 
for financial assistance 
who do not meet 
eligibility requirements 
because of religious 
beliefs to help everyone. 

45 DIV10FB DIV10F Num 8 DIV10FB: [Do you think 
the employee should 
have been fired, or not?] 
An employee at a 
government-run public 
benefit program is fired 
for accepting applicants 
for financial assistance 
who do not meet 
eligibility requirements 
because of religious 
beliefs to help everyone. 

46 DIV11A1 DIV11A Num 8 DIV11A1: In a city in the 
United States, a caterer 
refuses to make food for 
a Jewish couple’s 
wedding because the 
caterer only believes in 
celebrating Christian 
marriages. Do you 
support, oppose, or 
neither support nor 
oppose the Christian 
caterer’s decision not to 
make food for the Jewish 
couple’s wedding? 

47 DIV11B1 DIV11B Num 8 DIV11B1: If a court ruled 
that the Christian caterer 
is required to make food 
for the Jewish couple’s 
wedding, would you say 



NORC  | Examining Americans’ Views on Religious Freedom and Its Limits 

 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  14 

the caterer’s freedom of 
religion has been 
violated, or not? 

48 DIV11C1 DIV11C Num 8 DIV11C1: If a court ruled 
the Christian caterer is 
not required to make 
food for the Jewish 
couple’s wedding, would 
you say the couple’s 
freedoms or rights have 
been violated, or not? 

49 DIV11A2 DIV11A Num 8 DIV11A2: In a city in the 
United States, a caterer 
refuses to make food for 
a Christian couple’s 
wedding because the 
caterer only believes in 
celebrating Jewish 
marriages. Do you 
support, oppose, or 
neither support nor 
oppose the Jewish 
caterer’s decision not to 
make food for the 
Christian couple’s 
wedding? 

50 DIV11B2 DIV11B Num 8 DIV11B2: If a court ruled 
that the Jewish caterer is 
required to make food for 
the Christian couple’s 
wedding, would you say 
the caterer’s freedom of 
religion has been 
violated, or not? 

51 DIV11C2 DIV11C Num 8 DIV11C2: If a court ruled 
the Jewish caterer is not 
required to make food for 
the Christian couple’s 
wedding, would you say 
the couple’s freedoms or 
rights have been 
violated, or not? 

52 DIV11A3 DIV11A Num 8 DIV11A3: In a city in the 
United States, a caterer 
refuses to make food for 
a Muslim couple’s 
wedding because the 
caterer only believes in 
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celebrating Christian 
marriages. Do you 
support, oppose, or 
neither support nor 
oppose the Christian 
caterer’s decision not to 
make food for the Muslim 
couple’s wedding? 

53 DIV11B3 DIV11B Num 8 DIV11B3: If a court ruled 
that the Christian caterer 
is required to make food 
for the Muslim couple’s 
wedding, would you say 
the caterer’s freedom of 
religion has been 
violated, or not? 

54 DIV11C3 DIV11C Num 8 DIV11C3: If a court ruled 
the Christian caterer is 
not required to make 
food for the Muslim 
couple’s wedding, would 
you say the couple’s 
freedoms or rights have 
been violated, or not? 

55 DIV11A4 DIV11A Num 8 DIV11A4: In a city in the 
United States, a caterer 
refuses to make food for 
a Christian couple’s 
wedding because the 
caterer only believes in 
celebrating Muslim 
marriages. Do you 
support, oppose, or 
neither support nor 
oppose the Muslim 
caterer’s decision not to 
make food for the 
Christian couple’s 
wedding? 

56 DIV11B4 DIV11B Num 8 DIV11B4: If a court ruled 
that the Muslim caterer is 
required to make food for 
the Christian couple’s 
wedding, would you say 
the caterer’s freedom of 
religion has been 
violated, or not? 
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57 DIV11C4 DIV11C Num 8 DIV11C4: If a court ruled 
the Muslim caterer is not 
required to make food for 
the Christian couple’s 
wedding, would you say 
the couple’s freedoms or 
rights have been 
violated, or not? 

58 DIV12A DIV12 Num 8 DIV12A: [Atheists] Would 
you say you have a 
positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 

59 DIV12B DIV12 Num 8 DIV12B: [Buddhists] 
Would you say you have 
a positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 

60 DIV12C DIV12 Num 8 DIV12C: [Jews] Would 
you say you have a 
positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 

61 DIV12D DIV12 Num 8 DIV12D: [Muslims] 
Would you say you have 
a positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 

62 DIV12E DIV12 Num 8 DIV12E: [Mormons] 
Would you say you have 
a positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 

63 DIV12F DIV12 Num 8 DIV12F: [Catholics] 
Would you say you have 
a positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 
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64 DIV12G DIV12 Num 8 DIV12G: [Evangelical 
Christians] Would you 
say you have a positive, 
negative, or neither 
positive nor negative 
view of each of the 
following groups? 

65 DIV12H DIV12 Num 8 DIV12H: [Other 
Christians] Would you 
say you have a positive, 
negative, or neither 
positive nor negative 
view of each of the 
following groups? 

66 DIV12I DIV12 Num 8 DIV12I: [LGBT people] 
Would you say you have 
a positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 

67 DIV12J DIV12 Num 8 DIV12J: [Immigrants] 
Would you say you have 
a positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor 
negative view of each of 
the following groups? 

68 REL1 REL1 Num 8 REL1: Which of the 
following statements 
comes closest to 
describing your beliefs? 

69 RELIG RELIG Num 8 RELIG: What is your 
present religion, if any? 

70 BORN BORN Num 8 BORN: Would you 
describe yourself as a 
'born-again' or 
evangelical Christian, or 
not? 

71 ATTEND ATTEND Num 8 ATTEND: How often do 
you attend religious 
services? 
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72 REL2 REL2 Num 8 REL2: How important is 
religion in your life? 

73 OREG OREG Num 8 OREG: Are you currently 
registered to vote at your 
address, or not? 

74 POLITICS PID1 Num 8 POLITICS: Do you 
consider yourself a 
Democrat, a Republican, 
an independent or none 
of these? 

75 DEMO PIDA Num 8 DEMO: Do you consider 
yourself a strong or a 
moderate Democrat? 

76 REPUB PIDB Num 8 REPUB: Do you consider 
yourself a strong or a 
moderate Republican? 

77 INDEP PIDI Num 8 INDEP: Do you learn 
more toward the 
Democrats or the 
Republicans? 

78 IDEO D3, D4, 
D5, D6 

Num 8 IDEO: Generally 
speaking, do you 
consider yourself a...? 

79 URBAN DM5 Num 8 URBAN: Which one of 
the following best 
describes where you 
live? 
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80 AGEGRP N/A Num 8 AGEGRP: Age 

81 GENDER N/A Num 8 GENDER: Gender 

82 RACETH N/A Num 8 RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

83 MARITAL N/A Num 8 MARITAL: Marital status 

84 EMPSTATUS N/A Num 8 EMPSTATUS: 
Employment status 

85 EDUCATION N/A Num 8 EDUCATION: 
Educational attainment 

86 HHINCOME N/A Num 8 HHINCOME: Household 
income 

87 STATE N/A Char 2 STATE: State of 
residence 

88 CENSUS_REGION N/A Num 8 CENSUS_REGION: 
Census region 

 

Variables #80-88 are AmeriSpeak Omnibus® profile variables. These variables are collapsed or recoded 

to minimize the risk of disclosing respondent privacy.  

Variable #78 is recoded from original data, making the coding frame different from the survey 

questionnaire. This variable is derived from more than one question. 
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Details of Variables 

■ “.” Or space: logic skip, respondent is not applicable to a specific question 

■ 99: missing, survey non-respondent 

      

SURV_MODE: Survey Interview Mode 

SURV_MODE Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Phone interview 75 19,560,500 7.81 

(2) Web interview 940 231,002,551 92.19 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV1A: [Individuals can practice any religion without government restriction] For each 
of the following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it should be 

federal law or policy in the United States. 

DIV1A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, it should be 811 194,740,604 77.72 

(2) No, it should not be 189 53,086,567 21.19 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 15 2,735,881 1.09 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV1B: [Individuals can practice no religion at all without government restriction] For 
each of the following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it should be 

federal law or policy in the United States. 

DIV1B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, it should be 699 161,061,926 64.28 

(2) No, it should not be 299 86,454,435 34.50 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 17 3,046,690 1.22 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV1C: [The government does not favor one religion over another] For each of the 
following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it should be federal law 

or policy in the United States. 

DIV1C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, it should be 706 164,627,404 65.70 

(2) No, it should not be 294 82,888,743 33.08 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 15 3,046,904 1.22 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV1D: [The government does not favor religion over no religion] For each of the 
following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it should be federal law 

or policy in the United States. 

DIV1D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, it should be 646 152,114,241 60.71 

(2) No, it should not be 348 93,314,607 37.24 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 21 5,134,203 2.05 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV2: As far as you know, does the United States have any federal laws or policies 
about freedom of religion, or doesn’t it have any such laws or policies? 

DIV2 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, it has federal laws or policies about 
freedom of religion 

656 153,398,725 61.22 

(2) No, it does not have federal laws or 
policies about freedom of religion 

117 33,397,250 13.33 

(77) Not sure 238 63,231,422 25.24 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 535,654 0.21 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV3A: [Individuals can practice any religion without government restriction] For each 
of the following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it is currently 

protected by federal law or policy in the United States. 

DIV3A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 121 33,932,904 13.54 

(1) Yes, it is 714 171,444,319 68.42 

(2) No, it is not 160 39,128,002 15.62 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 20 6,057,827 2.42 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV3B: [Individuals can practice no religion at all without government restriction] For 
each of the following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it is 

currently protected by federal law or policy in the United States. 

DIV3B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 121 33,932,904 13.54 

(1) Yes, it is 664 152,187,227 60.74 

(2) No, it is not 205 57,275,761 22.86 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 25 7,167,160 2.86 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV3C: [The government does not favor one religion over another] For each of the 
following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it is currently protected 

by federal law or policy in the United States. 

DIV3C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 121 33,932,904 13.54 

(1) Yes, it is 591 133,851,704 53.42 

(2) No, it is not 278 75,629,439 30.18 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 25 7,149,005 2.85 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV3D: [The government does not favor religion over no religion] For each of the 
following statements, please indicate whether or not you think it is currently protected 

by federal law or policy in the United States. 

DIV3D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 121 33,932,904 13.54 

(1) Yes, it is 548 124,580,559 49.72 

(2) No, it is not 317 84,748,988 33.82 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 29 7,300,600 2.91 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV4: How important are issues related to freedom of religion to you personally? 

DIV4 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Not important at all 85 17,613,627 7.03 

(2) Not very important 118 29,914,428 11.94 

(3) Somewhat important 255 65,540,088 26.16 

(4) Very important 277 67,023,747 26.75 

(5) Extremely important 276 69,534,879 27.75 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 936,282 0.37 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV5: Over the past year, have you taken any action to express your views about 
freedom of religion, such as donating money or volunteering for an organization or 
group, posting a message on social media, or participating in a protest, march, or 
demonstration, or haven’t you done any of these things in the past year to express 

your views about freedom of religion? 

DIV5 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, I have done this 185 49,109,063 19.60 

(2) No, I haven't done this 828 200,871,025 80.17 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 582,962 0.23 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV6: Over the past year, have you taken any action to express your views about 
issues other than freedom of religion, such as donating money or volunteering for an 
organization, posting a message on social media, or participating in a protest, march, 
or demonstration or haven’t you done any of these things in the past year to express 

your views about issues other than freedom of religion? 

DIV6 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, I have done this 293 69,606,978 27.78 

(2) No, I haven't done this 709 177,696,498 70.92 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 3,259,574 1.30 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

  



NORC  | Examining Americans’ Views on Religious Freedom and Its Limits 

 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  24 

        

DIV7A: [Your freedom of religion is being threatened] To what extent do you feel in the 
United States today that: 

DIV7A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 136 32,622,368 13.02 

(2) Some 210 54,429,456 21.72 

(3) Only a little 168 42,618,418 17.01 

(4) Not at all 498 120,239,523 47.99 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 653,287 0.26 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV7B: [Your freedoms or rights are threatened by others’ claims about their freedom 
of religion] To what extent do you feel in the United States today that: 

DIV7B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 202 48,140,901 19.21 

(2) Some 246 61,807,774 24.67 

(3) Only a little 190 46,833,224 18.69 

(4) Not at all 372 93,142,300 37.17 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 638,852 0.26 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV8A: [Atheists] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of each of the 
following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 62 15,046,452 6.01 

(2) Some 156 36,358,652 14.51 

(3) Only a little 150 32,784,121 13.08 

(4) Not at all 442 108,800,536 43.42 

(77) Not sure 199 56,073,993 22.38 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 1,499,297 0.60 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV8B: [Buddhists] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of each of the 
following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 48 12,929,602 5.16 

(2) Some 137 34,450,603 13.75 

(3) Only a little 161 33,529,318 13.38 

(4) Not at all 407 99,561,343 39.74 

(77) Not sure 254 68,803,134 27.46 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 8 1,289,051 0.51 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV8C: [Jews] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of each of the 
following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 154 37,974,129 15.16 

(2) Some 275 67,315,739 26.87 

(3) Only a little 159 36,494,391 14.57 

(4) Not at all 270 65,540,014 26.16 

(77) Not sure 150 42,082,545 16.80 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 1,156,233 0.46 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV8D: [Muslims] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of each of the 
following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 275 67,369,901 26.89 

(2) Some 284 63,551,917 25.36 

(3) Only a little 128 30,932,585 12.35 

(4) Not at all 198 50,841,827 20.29 

(77) Not sure 123 36,423,663 14.54 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 1,443,157 0.58 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV8E: [Mormons] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of each of the 
following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8E Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 36 10,138,947 4.05 

(2) Some 138 34,902,395 13.93 

(3) Only a little 212 53,450,649 21.33 

(4) Not at all 431 99,710,153 39.79 

(77) Not sure 187 49,431,099 19.73 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 2,929,807 1.17 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV8F: [Catholics] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of each of the 
following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8F Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 67 18,376,779 7.33 

(2) Some 136 37,506,165 14.97 

(3) Only a little 161 39,007,970 15.57 

(4) Not at all 511 118,945,761 47.47 

(77) Not sure 129 33,026,159 13.18 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 3,700,216 1.48 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV8G: [Evangelical Christians] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of 
each of the following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8G Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 105 25,882,481 10.33 

(2) Some 131 32,820,772 13.10 

(3) Only a little 150 39,351,766 15.71 

(4) Not at all 467 110,710,413 44.18 

(77) Not sure 149 38,912,830 15.53 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 2,884,789 1.15 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

  



NORC  | Examining Americans’ Views on Religious Freedom and Its Limits 

 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  27 

        

DIV8H: [Other Christians] To what extent do you feel the freedom of religion of each of 
the following groups is being threatened in the United States today? 

DIV8H Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 94 27,335,267 10.91 

(2) Some 139 36,001,573 14.37 

(3) Only a little 160 35,870,761 14.32 

(4) Not at all 452 106,280,900 42.42 

(77) Not sure 157 42,187,602 16.84 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 2,886,948 1.15 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV9A: [Atheists] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of religion by each 
of the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in the United States 

today? 

DIV9A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 101 24,334,491 9.71 

(2) Some 131 32,740,591 13.07 

(3) Only a little 117 28,578,521 11.41 

(4) Not at all 470 113,706,414 45.38 

(77) Not sure 186 49,374,202 19.71 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 1,828,832 0.73 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV9B: [Buddhists] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of religion by 
each of the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in the United 

States today? 

DIV9B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 27 8,403,904 3.35 

(2) Some 66 23,086,286 9.21 

(3) Only a little 109 27,011,864 10.78 

(4) Not at all 594 137,968,032 55.06 

(77) Not sure 209 52,137,551 20.81 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 1,955,414 0.78 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV9C: [Jews] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of religion by each of 
the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in the United States 

today? 

DIV9C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 62 16,373,884 6.53 

(2) Some 84 22,021,755 8.79 

(3) Only a little 124 34,156,756 13.63 

(4) Not at all 553 129,613,838 51.73 

(77) Not sure 181 45,980,204 18.35 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 2,416,615 0.96 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV9D: [Muslims] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of religion by each 
of the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in the United States 

today? 

DIV9D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 172 40,857,623 16.31 

(2) Some 176 40,385,280 16.12 

(3) Only a little 124 32,216,944 12.86 

(4) Not at all 356 89,614,131 35.77 

(77) Not sure 177 45,214,239 18.05 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 2,274,834 0.91 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV9E: [Mormons] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of religion by each 
of the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in the United States 

today? 

DIV9E Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 42 10,990,532 4.39 

(2) Some 90 23,338,786 9.31 

(3) Only a little 141 38,473,468 15.35 

(4) Not at all 523 122,582,131 48.92 

(77) Not sure 209 53,280,587 21.26 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 1,897,546 0.76 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV9F: [Catholics] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of religion by each 
of the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in the United States 

today? 

DIV9F Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 64 14,418,603 5.75 

(2) Some 119 35,002,443 13.97 

(3) Only a little 156 40,543,793 16.18 

(4) Not at all 498 116,047,480 46.31 

(77) Not sure 168 42,653,186 17.02 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 1,897,546 0.76 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV9G: [Evangelical Christians] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of 
religion by each of the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in 

the United States today? 

DIV9G Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 149 34,864,235 13.91 

(2) Some 112 28,632,317 11.43 

(3) Only a little 118 33,488,341 13.37 

(4) Not at all 442 105,266,525 42.01 

(77) Not sure 183 45,961,386 18.34 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 2,350,247 0.94 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV9H: [Other Christians] To what extent do you feel claims about freedom of religion 
by each of the following groups threaten the freedoms or rights of others in the United 

States today? 

DIV9H Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) A lot 83 22,370,472 8.93 

(2) Some 126 33,397,428 13.33 

(3) Only a little 134 35,174,241 14.04 

(4) Not at all 463 108,246,695 43.20 

(77) Not sure 197 49,044,953 19.57 

(99) SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 2,329,262 0.93 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV10AA: [In your opinion, does the arrest violate the American citizen’s freedom of 
religion, or not?] Because of religious beliefs to help others, an American citizen 

provides humanitarian assistance to undocumented immigrants in the U.S. desert. As 
a result, the American citizen is arrested by border patrol agents who consider this 

assistance to be against the law. 

DIV10AA Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 426 103,015,154 41.11 

(2) No 574 144,273,518 57.58 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 15 3,274,379 1.31 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10AB: [Do you think the American citizen should have been arrested, or not?] 
Because of religious beliefs to help others, an American citizen provides humanitarian 
assistance to undocumented immigrants in the U.S. desert. As a result, the American 
citizen is arrested by border patrol agents who consider this assistance to be against 

the law. 

DIV10AB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 314 78,970,062 31.52 

(2) No 685 167,508,971 66.85 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 16 4,084,018 1.63 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10BA: [In your opinion, does denying enrollment in public school violate the 
parent’s freedom of religion, or not?] A parent does not vaccinate their children 

because of religious beliefs against this practice and the children are denied 
enrollment in public school because of its policy that all students must be vaccinated. 

DIV10BA Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 262 64,555,327 25.76 

(2) No 733 181,805,195 72.56 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 20 4,202,529 1.68 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV10BB: [Do you think the unvaccinated children should have been denied enrollment 
in public school, or not?] A parent does not vaccinate their children because of 

religious beliefs against this practice and the children are denied enrollment in public 
school because of its policy that all students must be vaccinated. 

DIV10BB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 744 180,464,117 72.02 

(2) No 254 66,182,816 26.41 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 17 3,916,118 1.56 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10CA: [In your opinion, does the government’s building of the pipeline violate the 
Native American tribe’s freedom of religion, or not?] The federal government builds a 
natural gas pipeline through land despite a Native American tribe’s objections to do 

because they consider the land to be sacred. 

DIV10CA Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 625 153,427,221 61.23 

(2) No 371 93,339,585 37.25 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 19 3,796,245 1.52 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10CB: [Do you think the government should have built the pipeline, or not?] The 
federal government builds a natural gas pipeline through land despite a Native 
American tribe’s objections to do because they consider the land to be sacred. 

DIV10CB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 279 70,798,297 28.26 

(2) No 711 173,709,851 69.33 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 25 6,054,902 2.42 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV10DA: [In your opinion, does the requirement for the business owner to provide 
family healthcare benefits violate the business owner’s freedom of religion, or not?] A 
business owner is legally required to provide family healthcare benefits to a same-sex 
couple despite the owner’s religious beliefs that marriage is only between a man and a 

woman. 

DIV10DA Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 317 81,345,980 32.47 

(2) No 683 166,257,248 66.35 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 15 2,959,823 1.18 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10DB: [Do you think the business owner should have been required to provide 
family healthcare benefits, or not?] A business owner is legally required to provide 

family healthcare benefits to a same-sex couple despite the owner’s religious beliefs 
that marriage is only between a man and a woman. 

DIV10DB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 721 178,021,049 71.05 

(2) No 281 69,750,627 27.84 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 13 2,791,376 1.11 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10EA: [In your opinion, does the firing violate the ICE agent’s freedom of religion, 
or not?] An Immigration and Custom Enforcement, also known as ICE, agent refuses to 
separate undocumented parents and children because of religious beliefs about family 

unity and the government fires the agent for not following protocol. 

DIV10EA Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 386 89,866,691 35.87 

(2) No 609 155,992,629 62.26 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 20 4,703,731 1.88 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV10EB: [Do you think the ICE agent should have been fired, or not?] An Immigration 
and Custom Enforcement, also known as ICE, agent refuses to separate 

undocumented parents and children because of religious beliefs about family unity 
and the government fires the agent for not following protocol. 

DIV10EB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 359 89,076,358 35.55 

(2) No 635 156,107,504 62.30 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 21 5,379,190 2.15 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10FA: [In your opinion, does the firing violate the employee’s freedom of religion, 
or not?] An employee at a government-run public benefit program is fired for accepting 
applicants for financial assistance who do not meet eligibility requirements because of 

religious beliefs to help everyone. 

DIV10FA Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 228 61,472,674 24.53 

(2) No 765 184,154,128 73.50 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 22 4,936,249 1.97 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV10FB: [Do you think the employee should have been fired, or not?] An employee at 
a government-run public benefit program is fired for accepting applicants for financial 

assistance who do not meet eligibility requirements because of religious beliefs to help 
everyone. 

DIV10FB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 626 151,164,342 60.33 

(2) No 367 93,764,966 37.42 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 22 5,633,743 2.25 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV11A1: In a city in the United States, a caterer refuses to make food for a Jewish 
couple’s wedding because the caterer only believes in celebrating Christian marriages. 

Do you support, oppose, or neither support nor oppose the Christian caterer’s 
decision not to make food for the Jewish couple’s wedding? 

DIV11A1 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 757 184,938,708 73.81 

(1) Strongly support 22 6,124,704 2.44 

(2) Somewhat support 33 6,447,574 2.57 

(3) Neither support nor oppose 79 22,882,959 9.13 

(4) Somewhat oppose 35 9,384,339 3.75 

(5) Strongly oppose 88 20,580,050 8.21 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 204,717 0.08 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11B1: If a court ruled that the Christian caterer is required to make food for the 
Jewish couple’s wedding, would you say the caterer’s freedom of religion has been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11B1 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 757 184,938,708 73.81 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Christian 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

115 26,347,021 10.52 

(2) No, this would not violate the Christian 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

139 38,775,550 15.48 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 501,772 0.20 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11C1: If a court ruled the Christian caterer is not required to make food for the 
Jewish couple’s wedding, would you say the couple’s freedoms or rights have been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11C1 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 757 184,938,708 73.81 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Jewish 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

103 30,033,598 11.99 

(2) No, this would not violate the Jewish 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

149 34,182,107 13.64 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 1,408,638 0.56 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV11A2: In a city in the United States, a caterer refuses to make food for a Christian 
couple’s wedding because the caterer only believes in celebrating Jewish marriages. 
Do you support, oppose, or neither support nor oppose the Jewish caterer’s decision 

not to make food for the Christian couple’s wedding? 

DIV11A2 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 771 187,609,967 74.88 

(1) Strongly support 34 7,088,300 2.83 

(2) Somewhat support 32 7,857,443 3.14 

(3) Neither support nor oppose 71 18,049,010 7.20 

(4) Somewhat oppose 34 9,877,340 3.94 

(5) Strongly oppose 72 19,955,383 7.96 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 125,608 0.05 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11B2: If a court ruled that the Jewish caterer is required to make food for the 
Christian couple’s wedding, would you say the caterer’s freedom of religion has been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11B2 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 771 187,609,967 74.88 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Jewish 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

118 30,072,068 12.00 

(2) No, this would not violate the Jewish 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

123 32,519,778 12.98 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 361,238 0.14 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11C2: If a court ruled the Jewish caterer is not required to make food for the 
Christian couple’s wedding, would you say the couple’s freedoms or rights have been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11C2 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 771 187,609,967 74.88 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Christian 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

79 22,524,881 8.99 

(2) No, this would not violate the Christian 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

160 39,585,618 15.80 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 842,585 0.34 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV11A3: In a city in the United States, a caterer refuses to make food for a Muslim 
couple’s wedding because the caterer only believes in celebrating Christian marriages. 

Do you support, oppose, or neither support nor oppose the Christian caterer’s 
decision not to make food for the Muslim couple’s wedding? 

DIV11A3 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 748 187,603,985 74.87 

(1) Strongly support 29 6,076,979 2.43 

(2) Somewhat support 26 7,147,317 2.85 

(3) Neither support nor oppose 77 19,826,305 7.91 

(4) Somewhat oppose 36 6,884,547 2.75 

(5) Strongly oppose 98 22,987,093 9.17 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 1 36,825 0.01 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11B3: If a court ruled that the Christian caterer is required to make food for the 
Muslim couple’s wedding, would you say the caterer’s freedom of religion has been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11B3 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 748 187,603,985 74.87 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Christian 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

119 28,124,900 11.22 

(2) No, this would not violate the Christian 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

142 32,316,540 12.90 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 2,517,626 1.00 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11C3: If a court ruled the Christian caterer is not required to make food for the 
Muslim couple’s wedding, would you say the couple’s freedoms or rights have been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11C3 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 748 187,603,985 74.87 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Muslim 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

106 25,832,904 10.31 

(2) No, this would not violate the Muslim 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

156 35,286,565 14.08 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 1,839,598 0.73 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV11A4: In a city in the United States, a caterer refuses to make food for a Christian 
couple’s wedding because the caterer only believes in celebrating Muslim marriages. 
Do you support, oppose, or neither support nor oppose the Muslim caterer’s decision 

not to make food for the Christian couple’s wedding? 

DIV11A4 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 769 191,536,493 76.44 

(1) Strongly support 41 9,174,323 3.66 

(2) Somewhat support 34 10,317,534 4.12 

(3) Neither support nor oppose 76 19,704,982 7.86 

(4) Somewhat oppose 34 6,947,112 2.77 

(5) Strongly oppose 58 11,825,359 4.72 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 3 1,057,248 0.42 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11B4: If a court ruled that the Muslim caterer is required to make food for the 
Christian couple’s wedding, would you say the caterer’s freedom of religion has been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11B4 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 769 191,536,493 76.44 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Muslim 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

112 28,013,749 11.18 

(2) No, this would not violate the Muslim 
caterer’s freedom of religion 

128 29,024,817 11.58 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 1,987,993 0.79 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV11C4: If a court ruled the Muslim caterer is not required to make food for the 
Christian couple’s wedding, would you say the couple’s freedoms or rights have been 

violated, or not? 

DIV11C4 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 769 191,536,493 76.44 

(1) Yes, this would violate the Christian 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

82 19,218,838 7.67 

(2) No, this would not violate the Christian 
customers’ freedoms or rights 

160 38,776,084 15.48 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 1,031,635 0.41 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV12A: [Atheists] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive nor 
negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 105 22,089,360 8.82 

(2) Somewhat positive 127 32,057,369 12.79 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 508 129,477,236 51.67 

(4) Somewhat negative 158 38,225,389 15.26 

(5) Strongly negative 105 26,480,423 10.57 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 2,233,274 0.89 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV12B: [Buddhists] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive 
nor negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 181 40,736,461 16.26 

(2) Somewhat positive 202 49,587,137 19.79 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 555 138,798,224 55.39 

(4) Somewhat negative 41 12,569,399 5.02 

(5) Strongly negative 24 6,436,743 2.57 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 2,435,086 0.97 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV12C: [Jews] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive nor 
negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 217 45,735,359 18.25 

(2) Somewhat positive 242 59,952,733 23.93 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 483 125,417,304 50.05 

(4) Somewhat negative 41 12,125,754 4.84 

(5) Strongly negative 21 5,152,796 2.06 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 11 2,179,105 0.87 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV12D: [Muslims] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive nor 
negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 102 20,596,546 8.22 

(2) Somewhat positive 148 36,479,652 14.56 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 457 111,977,807 44.69 

(4) Somewhat negative 183 52,640,228 21.01 

(5) Strongly negative 113 26,412,161 10.54 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 2,456,657 0.98 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV12E: [Mormons] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive 
nor negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12E Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 90 18,645,497 7.44 

(2) Somewhat positive 151 36,005,519 14.37 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 538 138,678,445 55.35 

(4) Somewhat negative 170 40,222,650 16.05 

(5) Strongly negative 50 13,620,664 5.44 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 16 3,390,276 1.35 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV12F: [Catholics] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive 
nor negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12F Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 143 32,608,704 13.01 

(2) Somewhat positive 223 51,334,816 20.49 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 471 120,305,406 48.01 

(4) Somewhat negative 131 34,884,478 13.92 

(5) Strongly negative 35 9,123,030 3.64 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 12 2,306,618 0.92 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV12G: [Evangelical Christians] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or 
neither positive nor negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12G Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 134 32,941,407 13.15 

(2) Somewhat positive 196 44,762,252 17.86 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 407 104,567,745 41.73 

(4) Somewhat negative 145 38,423,084 15.33 

(5) Strongly negative 115 26,506,793 10.58 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 18 3,361,770 1.34 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV12H: [Other Christians] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither 
positive nor negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12H Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 172 40,549,893 16.18 

(2) Somewhat positive 258 65,621,771 26.19 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 465 114,265,812 45.60 

(4) Somewhat negative 76 20,508,945 8.19 

(5) Strongly negative 28 6,130,824 2.45 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 16 3,485,806 1.39 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DIV12I: [LGBT people] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive 
nor negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12I Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 195 45,471,295 18.15 

(2) Somewhat positive 169 39,332,164 15.70 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 459 112,245,399 44.80 

(4) Somewhat negative 102 27,332,151 10.91 

(5) Strongly negative 81 23,450,606 9.36 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 9 2,731,437 1.09 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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DIV12J: [Immigrants] Would you say you have a positive, negative, or neither positive 
nor negative view of each of the following groups? 

DIV12J Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very positive 193 44,052,273 17.58 

(2) Somewhat positive 207 46,198,815 18.44 

(3) Neither positive nor negative 457 114,554,926 45.72 

(4) Somewhat negative 103 30,786,381 12.29 

(5) Strongly negative 45 12,714,760 5.07 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 2,255,896 0.90 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

REL1: Which of the following statements comes closest to describing your beliefs? 

REL1 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Religious but not spiritual 74 18,957,610 7.57 

(2) Spiritual but not religious 288 69,857,518 27.88 

(3) Neither religious nor spiritual 238 59,145,467 23.61 

(4) Both religious and spiritual 406 100,568,768 40.14 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 9 2,033,689 0.81 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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RELIG: What is your present religion, if any? 

RELIG Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Protestant (Baptist, Methodist, Non-
denominational, Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
Pentecostal, Episcopalian, Reformed, 
Church of Christ, Jehovah’s Witness, etc.) 

277 64,784,123 25.86 

(2) Roman Catholic (Catholic) 175 45,025,338 17.97 

(3) Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints/LDS) 

22 3,856,264 1.54 

(4) Orthodox (Greek, Russian, or some other 
orthodox church) 

6 1,067,252 0.43 

(5) Jewish (Judaism) 18 4,023,844 1.61 

(6) Muslim (Islam) 4 812,929 0.32 

(7) Buddhist 8 2,557,533 1.02 

(8) Hindu 2 648,739 0.26 

(9) Atheist (do not believe in God) 62 14,149,756 5.65 

(10) Agnostic (not sure if there is a God) 51 11,325,982 4.52 

(11) Nothing in particular 157 43,509,600 17.36 

(12) Just Christian 185 46,589,925 18.59 

(13) Unitarian (Universalist) 2 363,192 0.15 

(14) Something else – please specify: 41 10,810,209 4.31 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 5 1,038,366 0.41 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

BORN: Would you describe yourself as a 'born-again' or evangelical Christian, or not? 

BORN Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 309 78,429,940 31.30 

(1) Yes 242 63,121,842 25.19 

(2) No 462 108,578,025 43.33 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 433,245 0.17 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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ATTEND: How often do you attend religious services? 

ATTEND Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Never 285 69,156,975 27.60 

(2) Less than once per year 159 38,875,456 15.52 

(3) About once or twice a year 126 29,974,969 11.96 

(4) Several times a year 97 22,578,427 9.01 

(5) About once a month 36 11,354,289 4.53 

(6) 2-3 times a month 68 16,586,135 6.62 

(7) Nearly every week 64 15,066,815 6.01 

(8) Every week 133 34,530,352 13.78 

(9) Several times a week 43 11,816,657 4.72 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 622,976 0.25 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

REL2: How important is religion in your life? 

REL2 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely important 213 55,930,563 22.32 

(2) Very important 228 51,878,837 20.70 

(3) Somewhat important 215 59,509,619 23.75 

(4) Not very important 156 35,737,812 14.26 

(5) Not at all important 196 45,501,212 18.16 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 2,005,009 0.80 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

OREG: Are you currently registered to vote at your address, or not? 

OREG Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 885 207,012,637 82.62 

(2) No 124 39,635,657 15.82 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 6 3,914,756 1.56 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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POLITICS: Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an independent or 
none of these? 

POLITICS Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Democrat 359 84,082,770 33.56 

(2) Republican 286 71,181,364 28.41 

(3) Independent 243 59,877,894 23.90 

(4) None of these 123 34,319,559 13.70 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 4 1,101,464 0.44 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

DEMO: Do you consider yourself a strong or a moderate Democrat? 

DEMO Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 656 166,480,281 66.44 

(1) Strong Democrat 166 37,985,958 15.16 

(2) Moderate Democrat 191 45,644,163 18.22 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 452,649 0.18 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

REPUB: Do you consider yourself a strong or a moderate Republican? 

REPUB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 729 179,381,687 71.59 

(1) Strong Republican 130 34,290,769 13.69 

(2) Moderate Republican 156 36,890,595 14.72 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

INDEP: Do you learn more toward the Democrats or the Republicans? 

INDEP Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 645 155,264,134 61.97 

(1) Lean Democrat 118 29,782,640 11.89 

(2) Lean Republican 122 27,697,081 11.05 

(3) Don`t lean 128 37,243,223 14.86 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 2 575,974 0.23 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

  



NORC  | Examining Americans’ Views on Religious Freedom and Its Limits 

 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  45 

        

IDEO: Generally speaking, do you consider yourself a...? 

IDEO Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very liberal 125 28,773,324 11.48 

(2) Somewhat liberal 114 24,768,797 9.89 

(3) Closer to liberal 99 23,438,180 9.35 

(4) Neither liberal nor conservative 237 60,331,084 24.08 

(5) Closer to conservative 132 32,687,735 13.05 

(6) Somewhat conservative 179 47,917,867 19.12 

(7) Very conservative 119 29,572,287 11.80 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 10 3,073,775 1.22 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

URBAN: Which one of the following best describes where you live? 

URBAN Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Urban area 266 59,850,935 23.89 

(2) Suburban area 448 107,377,766 42.85 

(3) Rural area 294 81,430,002 32.50 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED/REFUSED (VOL) 7 1,904,349 0.76 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

AGEGRP: Age 

AGEGRP Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) 18-24 66 29,446,367 11.75 

(2) 25-34 239 50,274,147 20.06 

(3) 35-44 161 35,028,151 13.98 

(4) 45-54 143 41,097,079 16.40 

(5) 55-64 194 41,929,484 16.73 

(6) 65-74 154 37,904,236 15.13 

(7) 75+ 58 14,883,587 5.94 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

GENDER: Gender 

GENDER Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Male 519 121,300,626 48.41 

(2) Female 496 129,262,425 51.59 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

RACETH Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) White, non-Hispanic 664 158,196,823 63.14 

(2) African American, non-Hispanic 108 29,618,271 11.82 

(3) Hispanic 166 41,217,340 16.45 

(4) Other 77 21,530,617 8.59 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

MARITAL: Marital status 

MARITAL Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Married 515 122,468,517 48.88 

(2) Widowed 49 12,083,355 4.82 

(3) Divorced 110 28,497,547 11.37 

(4) Separated 16 4,424,606 1.77 

(5) Never married 241 61,759,779 24.65 

(6) Living with partner 84 21,329,247 8.51 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

EMPSTATUS Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Employed 608 140,031,303 55.89 

(2) Not employed 407 110,531,748 44.11 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

EDUCATION: Educational attainment 

EDUCATION Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) No HS diploma 44 26,198,485 10.46 

(2) HS graduate or equivalent 176 70,947,250 28.32 

(3) Some college 462 69,577,683 27.77 

(4) BA or above 333 83,839,633 33.46 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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HHINCOME: Household income 

HHINCOME Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Under $10,000 43 12,499,657 4.99 

(2) $10,000 to under $20,000 88 25,491,571 10.17 

(3) $20,000 to under $30,000 115 29,518,336 11.78 

(4) $30,000 to under $40,000 118 27,717,457 11.06 

(5) $40,000 to under $50,000 95 21,925,951 8.75 

(6) $50,000 to under $75,000 202 47,321,209 18.89 

(7) $75,000 to under $100,000 143 36,230,344 14.46 

(8) $100,000 to under $150,000 144 33,578,469 13.40 

(9) $150,000 or more 67 16,280,056 6.50 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

STATE: State of residence 

STATE Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(AK) Alaska 3 327,327 0.13 

(AL) Alabama 16 3,624,431 1.45 

(AR) Arkansas 7 2,429,839 0.97 

(AZ) Arizona 28 4,383,005 1.75 

(CA) California 115 28,894,404 11.53 

(CO) Colorado 24 3,979,507 1.59 

(CT) Connecticut 10 1,876,059 0.75 

(DC) District of Columbia 2 362,051 0.14 

(DE) Delaware 10 2,346,188 0.94 

(FL) Florida 53 15,310,194 6.11 

(GA) Georgia 32 9,101,518 3.63 

(HI) Hawaii 6 1,056,827 0.42 

(IA) Iowa 14 2,264,650 0.90 

(ID) Idaho 19 3,045,843 1.22 

(IL) Illinois 37 7,106,391 2.84 

(IN) Indiana 24 5,648,721 2.25 

(KS) Kansas 13 2,595,779 1.04 

(KY) Kentucky 11 2,931,594 1.17 

(LA) Louisiana 12 5,793,136 2.31 

(MA) Massachusetts 22 5,170,839 2.06 

(MD) Maryland 10 3,017,537 1.20 

(ME) Maine 9 1,968,861 0.79 

(MI) Michigan 31 7,237,033 2.89 

(MN) Minnesota 17 3,162,309 1.26 

(MO) Missouri 19 3,897,482 1.56 

(MS) Mississippi 4 856,224 0.34 
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(MT) Montana 2 535,379 0.21 

(NC) North Carolina 30 7,787,251 3.11 

(ND) North Dakota 6 801,726 0.32 

(NE) Nebraska 22 3,337,873 1.33 

(NH) New Hampshire 3 527,966 0.21 

(NJ) New Jersey 17 4,572,669 1.83 

(NM) New Mexico 8 1,293,216 0.52 

(NV) Nevada 18 2,430,088 0.97 

(NY) New York 55 14,331,108 5.72 

(OH) Ohio 44 9,893,868 3.95 

(OK) Oklahoma 11 2,365,991 0.94 

(OR) Oregon 15 4,113,226 1.64 

(PA) Pennsylvania 36 13,133,346 5.24 

(RI) Rhode Island 5 779,336 0.31 

(SC) South Carolina 15 4,109,001 1.64 

(SD) South Dakota 1 151,374 0.06 

(TN) Tennessee 22 7,201,699 2.87 

(TX) Texas 60 19,065,207 7.61 

(UT) Utah 12 2,825,226 1.13 

(VA) Virginia 23 6,312,958 2.52 

(VT) Vermont 6 1,395,611 0.56 

(WA) Washington 25 6,581,674 2.63 

(WI) Wisconsin 22 5,953,945 2.38 

(WV) West Virginia 7 2,433,256 0.97 

(WY) Wyoming 2 242,308 0.10 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 

        

CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

CENSUS_REGION Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Northeast 163 43,755,794 17.46 

(2) Midwest 250 52,051,150 20.77 

(3) South 325 95,048,075 37.93 

(4) West 277 59,708,031 23.83 

Total 1,015 250,563,051 100.00 
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Map of Census Regions 

 
 


