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Study Methodology 

This study, funded by The SCAN Foundation, was conducted by The Associated Press-NORC Center for 

Public Affairs Research. Data were collected using the Foresight 50+ Consumer Omnibus, a monthly 

multi-client survey using NORC’s probability-based panel designed to be representative of the U.S. 

household population of adults age 50 and older. The survey was part of a larger study that included 

questions about other topics not included in this report. During the initial recruitment phase of the panel, 

randomly selected U.S. households were sampled with a known, non-zero probability of selection from the 

NORC National Sample Frame or a secondary national address frame, both with over 97% coverage of all 

U.S. addresses, and then contacted by U.S. mail, email, telephone, or field interviewers (face to face). 

Households were screened for having at least one adult age 50 and older. The panel provides sample 

coverage of approximately 97% of the U.S. household population. Those excluded from the sample include 

people with P.O. Box only addresses, some addresses not listed in the USPS Delivery Sequence File, and 

some newly constructed dwellings population. Of note for this study, the panel would also exclude adults 

age 50 and older who live in some institutional types of settings, such as skilled nursing facilities or nursing 

homes, depending on how addresses are listed for the facility. Staff from NORC at the University of 

Chicago, The Associated Press, and The SCAN Foundation collaborated on all aspects of the study.  

Interviews for this survey were conducted between August 20 and August 23, 2021, with adults age 50 and 

older representing the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Panel members were randomly drawn from 

the Foresight 50+ Panel, and 1,015 completed the survey—949 via the web and 66 via telephone. 

Interviews were conducted in English. Respondents were offered a small monetary incentive ($3) for 

completing the survey.  

The final stage completion rate is 16.0%, the weighted household panel recruitment rate is 19.1%, and the 

weighted household panel retention rate is 75%, for a cumulative response rate of 2.3%. The overall margin 

of sampling error is +/- 4.1 percentage points at the 95% confidence level including the design effect.  

Once the sample has been selected and fielded, and all the study data have been collected and made final, a 

poststratification process is used to adjust for any survey nonresponse as well as any noncoverage or under 

and oversampling resulting from the study specific sample design. Poststratification variables included age, 

gender, census division, race/ethnicity, education, and AARP Membership. Weighting variables were 

obtained from the 2021 Current Population Survey and AARP. The weighted data reflect the U.S. 

population of adults age 50 and over. Topline data and reports are available at www.longtermcarepoll.org. 

For more information, email info@apnorc.org.   

http://www.longtermcarepoll.org/
mailto:info@apnorc.org
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About The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research 

Celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research taps into the 

power of social science research and the highest-quality journalism to bring key information to people 

across the nation and throughout the world. 

• The Associated Press (AP) is an independent global news organization dedicated to factual 

reporting. Founded in 1846, AP today remains the most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased 

news in all formats and the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news 

business. More than half the world’s population sees AP journalism every day. 

www.ap.org 

• NORC at the University of Chicago is one of the oldest and most respected, objective social 

science research institutions in the world. www.norc.org  

The two organizations have established The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research to conduct, 

analyze, and distribute social science research in the public interest on newsworthy topics, and to use the 

power of journalism to tell the stories that research reveals. In its 10 years, The AP-NORC Center has 

conducted more than 250 studies exploring the critical issues facing the public, covering topics like health 

care, the economy, COVID-19, trust in media, and more. Learn more at www.apnorc.org  

 

  

http://www.ap.org/
http://www.norc.org/
http://www.apnorc.org/
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Index of Variables: Listed in the order they appear in the file 

# Variable Question Type Len Label 

1 SU_ID N/A Num 8 SU_ID: CaseID 

2 FINALWT N/A Num 8 FINALWT: Post-stratification 
weights - 50+ general population 
(N=1,015) 

3 SURV_MODE N/A Num 8 SURV_MODE: Survey interview 
mode (online or phone) 

4 SURV_LANG N/A Num 8 SURV_LANG: Survey Interview 
Language 

5 QUALLIFE QUALLIFE Num 8 QUALLIFE: In general, would you 
say your quality of life is... 

6 Q44 Q44 Num 8 Q44: In general, how would you 
rate your overall mental or 
emotional health? 

7 SATSOC SATSOC Num 8 SATSOC: In general, how would 
you rate your satisfaction with your 
social activities and relationships? 

8 SAT2021A SAT2021 Num 8 SAT2021A: [Your quality of life] 
Over the past year, would you say 
each of the following has gotten 
better, gotten worse, or stayed 
about the same? 

9 SAT2021B SAT2021 Num 8 SAT2021B: [Your mental or 
emotional health] Over the past 
year, would you say each of the 
following has gotten better, gotten 
worse, or stayed about the same? 

10 SAT2021C SAT2021 Num 8 SAT2021C: [Your social life and 
relationships] Over the past year, 
would you say each of the following 
has gotten better, gotten worse, or 
stayed about the same? 

11 LONELY1 LONELY1 Num 8 LONELY1: How often in the past 4 
weeks have you felt that you lack 
companionship? 

12 LONELY2 LONELY2 Num 8 LONELY2: How often in the past 4 
weeks have you felt that you are 
isolated from others? 
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# Variable Question Type Len Label 

13 NEW1A NEW1 Num 8 NEW1A: [Met or talked with 
neighbors] Since the beginning of 
the coronavirus pandemic, have 
you done each of the following 
more often, less often, or about as 
often as before? 

14 NEW1B NEW1 Num 8 NEW1B: [Did volunteer work for an 
organization] Since the beginning 
of the coronavirus pandemic, have 
you done each of the following 
more often, less often, or about as 
often as before? 

15 NEW1C NEW1 Num 8 NEW1C: [Met with friends or family 
in person] Since the beginning of 
the coronavirus pandemic, have 
you done each of the following 
more often, less often, or about as 
often as before? 

16 NEW1D NEW1 Num 8 NEW1D: [Used video calling 
software like Zoom or Facebook 
Messenger to talk to friends or 
family] Since the beginning of the 
coronavirus pandemic, have you 
done each of the following more 
often, less often, or about as often 
as before? 

17 NEW1E NEW1 Num 8 NEW1E: [Attended religious 
services or participated in faith-
based groups] Since the beginning 
of the coronavirus pandemic, have 
you done each of the following 
more often, less often, or about as 
often as before? 

18 NEW1F NEW1 Num 8 NEW1F: [Talked to a mental health 
counselor or utilized other mental 
health services] Since the 
beginning of the coronavirus 
pandemic, have you done each of 
the following more often, less often, 
or about as often as before? 

19 NEW1G NEW1 Num 8 NEW1G: [Participated in online 
forums, message boards, or 
discussions] Since the beginning of 
the coronavirus pandemic, have 
you done each of the following 
more often, less often, or about as 
often as before? 



NORC | Coronavirus Worries and Social Isolation among Older Adults 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  5 

# Variable Question Type Len Label 

20 NEW1H NEW1 Num 8 NEW1H: [Used social media] Since 
the beginning of the coronavirus 
pandemic, have you done each of 
the following more often, less often, 
or about as often as before? 

21 VIRUS2A VIRUS2 Num 8 VIRUS2A: [The coronavirus] How 
worried are you about you or 
someone in your family being 
infected with… 

22 VIRUS2B VIRUS2 Num 8 VIRUS2B: [The flu] How worried 
are you about you or someone in 
your family being infected with… 

23 VAX3 VAX3 Num 8 VAX3: Have you received at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine? 

24 VIRUS7A VIRUS7 Num 8 VIRUS7A: [Avoiding nonessential 
travel] Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, how often are you: 

25 VIRUS7B VIRUS7 Num 8 VIRUS7B: [Staying away from large 
groups] Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, how often are you: 

26 VIRUS7C VIRUS7 Num 8 VIRUS7C: [Avoiding other people 
as much as possible] Because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, how 
often are you: 

27 VIRUS7D VIRUS7 Num 8 VIRUS7D: [Wearing a face mask 
when you’re around other people 
outside your home] Because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, how often 
are you: 

28 VAX_NEWA VAX_NEW Num 8 VAX_NEWA: [Going to the store] 
Over the past week, how often 
have you worn a mask while doing 
each of the following? 

29 VAX_NEWB VAX_NEW Num 8 VAX_NEWB: [Interacting with 
visitors to your home] Over the past 
week, how often have you worn a 
mask while doing each of the 
following? 

30 VAX_NEWC VAX_NEW Num 8 VAX_NEWC: [Visiting someone 
else’s home] Over the past week, 
how often have you worn a mask 
while doing each of the following? 
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# Variable Question Type Len Label 

31 VAX_NEWD VAX_NEW Num 8 VAX_NEWD: [Outdoor activities 
like going for a walk or visiting with 
people outside] Over the past 
week, how often have you worn a 
mask while doing each of the 
following? 

32 HOPEFUL1 HOPEFUL1 Num 8 HOPEFUL1: Would you say that 
you are optimistic or pessimistic 
that you will be able to fully return 
to activities you participated in 
before the coronavirus outbreak in 
the next year? If you have already 
done this, you can say that too. 

33 REOPEN2A REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2A: [Attend religious 
services] In the next few weeks, will 
you personally: 

34 REOPEN2B REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2B: [Visit friends or family] 
In the next few weeks, will you 
personally: 

35 REOPEN2C REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2C: [Use public 
transportation] In the next few 
weeks, will you personally: 

36 REOPEN2D REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2D: [Travel] In the next 
few weeks, will you personally: 

37 REOPEN2E REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2E: [Go out to a bar or 
restaurant] In the next few weeks, 
will you personally: 

38 REOPEN2F REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2F: [Go to the movies, a 
concert, or the theater] In the next 
few weeks, will you personally: 

39 REOPEN2G REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2G: [Exercise at a gym or 
studio] In the next few weeks, will 
you personally: 

40 REOPEN2H REOPEN2 Num 8 REOPEN2H: [Go shopping in 
person for non-essential items] In 
the next few weeks, will you 
personally: 

41 LTC15_1 LTC15 Num 8 LTC15_1: [Live video service like 
Zoom, Doxy.me, or FaceTime] 
Have you received any care using 
any of the following since the 
COVID-19 pandemic started in 
March 2020? 
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# Variable Question Type Len Label 

42 LTC15_2 LTC15 Num 8 LTC15_2: [Talking on the 
telephone] Have you received any 
care using any of the following 
since the COVID-19 pandemic 
started in March 2020? 

43 LTC15_3 LTC15 Num 8 LTC15_3: [Email] Have you 
received any care using any of the 
following since the COVID-19 
pandemic started in March 2020? 

44 LTC15_4 LTC15 Num 8 LTC15_4: [Text message] Have 
you received any care using any of 
the following since the COVID-19 
pandemic started in March 2020? 

45 LTC15_5 LTC15 Num 8 LTC15_5: [None of the above] 
Have you received any care using 
any of the following since the 
COVID-19 pandemic started in 
March 2020? 

46 Q32 Q32 Num 8 Q32: Once the COVID-19 outbreak 
is over, how likely are you to 
continue to seek care through 
telehealth? 

47 VAX5 VAX5 Num 8 VAX5: Will you... 

48 POLITICS N/A Num 8 POLITICS: Do you consider 
yourself a Democrat, a Republican, 
an independent or none of these? 

49 MARITAL N/A Num 8 MARITAL: Marital status 

50 AGEGRP N/A Num 8 AGEGRP: Age 

51 EDUCATION N/A Num 8 EDUCATION: Educational 
attainment 

52 RACETH N/A Num 8 RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

53 GENDER N/A Num 8 GENDER: Gender 

54 HHINCOME N/A Num 8 HHINCOME: Household income 

55 EMPSTATUS N/A Num 8 EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

56 STATE N/A Char 2 STATE: State of residence 

57 CENSUS_REGION N/A Num 8 CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

 

Variables #48-57 are AmeriSpeak Omnibus® profile variables. These variables are collapsed or recoded to 

minimize the risk of disclosing respondent privacy. 
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Details of Variables 

■ “.” Or space: logic skip, respondent is not applicable to a specific question 

■ 99: missing, survey non-respondent 

 

SURV_MODE: Survey interview mode (online or phone) 

SURV_MODE Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Phone interview 66 92 9.03 

(2) Web interview 949 923 90.97 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

SURV_LANG: Survey Interview Language 

SURV_LANG Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) English 1,015 1,015 100.00 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

QUALLIFE: In general, would you say your quality of life is... 

QUALLIFE Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Excellent 137 122 12.06 

(2) Very good 463 457 45.00 

(3) Good 304 313 30.88 

(4) Fair 90 92 9.06 

(5) Poor 20 30 2.94 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

1 1 0.06 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

Q44: In general, how would you rate your overall mental or emotional 
health? 

Q44 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Excellent 168 169 16.64 

(2) Very good 454 442 43.55 

(3) Good 263 266 26.17 

(4) Fair 108 113 11.11 

(5) Poor 16 22 2.18 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

6 4 0.35 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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SATSOC: In general, how would you rate your satisfaction with your 
social activities and relationships? 

SATSOC Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Excellent 129 117 11.57 

(2) Very good 363 357 35.15 

(3) Good 306 297 29.26 

(4) Fair 163 188 18.52 

(5) Poor 53 52 5.09 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

1 4 0.41 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

SAT2021A: [Your quality of life] Over the past year, would you say each of 
the following has gotten better, gotten worse, or stayed about the same? 

SAT2021A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Much better 41 45 4.46 

(2) Somewhat better 130 133 13.09 

(3) About the same 648 665 65.50 

(4) Somewhat worse 174 153 15.06 

(5) Much worse 21 17 1.66 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

1 2 0.24 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

SAT2021B: [Your mental or emotional health] Over the past year, would 
you say each of the following has gotten better, gotten worse, or stayed 

about the same? 

SAT2021B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Much better 41 45 4.44 

(2) Somewhat better 105 105 10.35 

(3) About the same 635 635 62.53 

(4) Somewhat worse 206 208 20.46 

(5) Much worse 27 21 2.10 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

1 1 0.12 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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SAT2021C: [Your social life and relationships] Over the past year, would 
you say each of the following has gotten better, gotten worse, or stayed 

about the same? 

SAT2021C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Much better 28 29 2.91 

(2) Somewhat better 121 119 11.76 

(3) About the same 573 601 59.26 

(4) Somewhat worse 246 219 21.58 

(5) Much worse 45 43 4.23 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

2 3 0.28 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

LONELY1: How often in the past 4 weeks have you felt that you lack 
companionship? 

LONELY1 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Never 383 368 36.30 

(2) Rarely 252 260 25.65 

(3) Sometimes 244 247 24.38 

(4) Often 81 88 8.68 

(5) Very often 50 48 4.73 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

5 3 0.25 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

LONELY2: How often in the past 4 weeks have you felt that you are 
isolated from others? 

LONELY2 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Never 428 419 41.26 

(2) Rarely 228 235 23.12 

(3) Sometimes 222 226 22.31 

(4) Often 87 88 8.68 

(5) Very often 38 34 3.39 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

12 13 1.24 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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NEW1A: [Met or talked with neighbors] Since the beginning of the 
coronavirus pandemic, have you done each of the following more often, 

less often, or about as often as before? 

NEW1A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 118 120 11.86 

(2) Less often 352 362 35.68 

(3) About as often 540 524 51.62 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

5 9 0.84 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

NEW1B: [Did volunteer work for an organization] Since the beginning of 
the coronavirus pandemic, have you done each of the following more 

often, less often, or about as often as before? 

NEW1B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 44 37 3.68 

(2) Less often 476 480 47.26 

(3) About as often 470 476 46.89 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

25 22 2.17 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

NEW1C: [Met with friends or family in person] Since the beginning of the 
coronavirus pandemic, have you done each of the following more often, 

less often, or about as often as before? 

NEW1C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 85 104 10.23 

(2) Less often 582 558 54.97 

(3) About as often 346 352 34.64 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

2 2 0.16 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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NEW1D: [Used video calling software like Zoom or Facebook Messenger 
to talk to friends or family] Since the beginning of the coronavirus 

pandemic, have you done each of the following more often, less often, or 
about as often as before? 

NEW1D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 470 433 42.66 

(2) Less often 135 145 14.25 

(3) About as often 386 415 40.89 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

24 22 2.21 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

NEW1E: [Attended religious services or participated in faith-based 
groups] Since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, have you done 
each of the following more often, less often, or about as often as before? 

NEW1E Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 60 67 6.60 

(2) Less often 410 441 43.40 

(3) About as often 521 489 48.20 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

24 18 1.80 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

NEW1F: [Talked to a mental health counselor or utilized other mental 
health services] Since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, have 

you done each of the following more often, less often, or about as often as 
before? 

NEW1F Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 49 57 5.61 

(2) Less often 311 344 33.91 

(3) About as often 604 570 56.15 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

51 44 4.33 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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NEW1G: [Participated in online forums, message boards, or discussions] 
Since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, have you done each of 

the following more often, less often, or about as often as before? 

NEW1G Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 169 161 15.85 

(2) Less often 237 264 26.02 

(3) About as often 574 560 55.13 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

35 30 3.00 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

NEW1H: [Used social media] Since the beginning of the coronavirus 
pandemic, have you done each of the following more often, less often, or 

about as often as before? 

NEW1H Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) More often 351 333 32.80 

(2) Less often 158 173 17.02 

(3) About as often 483 484 47.72 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

23 25 2.47 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VIRUS2A: [The coronavirus] How worried are you about you or someone 
in your family being infected with… 

VIRUS2A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely worried 153 172 16.97 

(2) Very worried 194 194 19.09 

(3) Somewhat worried 320 314 30.89 

(4) Not too worried 231 220 21.65 

(5) Not at all worried 112 111 10.97 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

5 4 0.43 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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VIRUS2B: [The flu] How worried are you about you or someone in your 
family being infected with… 

VIRUS2B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Extremely worried 40 44 4.37 

(2) Very worried 81 102 10.03 

(3) Somewhat worried 285 276 27.15 

(4) Not too worried 417 405 39.87 

(5) Not at all worried 190 188 18.47 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

2 1 0.11 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VAX3: Have you received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine? 

VAX3 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes 814 791 77.90 

(2) No 192 218 21.43 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

9 7 0.67 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VIRUS7A: [Avoiding nonessential travel] Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, how often are you: 

VIRUS7A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 279 288 28.42 

(2) Often 260 255 25.09 

(3) Sometimes 196 186 18.32 

(4) Rarely 121 122 12.05 

(5) Never 154 150 14.83 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

5 13 1.30 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        
  



NORC | Coronavirus Worries and Social Isolation among Older Adults 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  15 

VIRUS7B: [Staying away from large groups] Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, how often are you: 

VIRUS7B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 322 346 34.07 

(2) Often 313 285 28.08 

(3) Sometimes 164 164 16.19 

(4) Rarely 108 115 11.31 

(5) Never 107 103 10.13 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

1 2 0.22 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VIRUS7C: [Avoiding other people as much as possible] Because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, how often are you: 

VIRUS7C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 134 168 16.53 

(2) Often 276 261 25.75 

(3) Sometimes 267 262 25.81 

(4) Rarely 178 170 16.71 

(5) Never 156 151 14.91 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

4 3 0.29 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VIRUS7D: [Wearing a face mask when you’re around other people outside 
your home] Because of the coronavirus pandemic, how often are you: 

VIRUS7D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 330 347 34.19 

(2) Often 262 250 24.62 

(3) Sometimes 191 194 19.16 

(4) Rarely 119 105 10.37 

(5) Never 110 109 10.71 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

3 10 0.94 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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VAX_NEWA: [Going to the store] Over the past week, how often have you 
worn a mask while doing each of the following? 

VAX_NEWA Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 470 472 46.46 

(2) Often 123 117 11.55 

(3) Sometimes 129 139 13.70 

(4) Rarely 72 75 7.38 

(5) Never 182 175 17.20 

(6) I haven't done this 34 28 2.76 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

5 10 0.96 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VAX_NEWB: [Interacting with visitors to your home] Over the past week, 
how often have you worn a mask while doing each of the following? 

VAX_NEWB Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 90 98 9.65 

(2) Often 69 76 7.47 

(3) Sometimes 107 108 10.68 

(4) Rarely 121 125 12.33 

(5) Never 388 379 37.38 

(6) I haven't done this 234 216 21.27 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

6 13 1.23 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VAX_NEWC: [Visiting someone else’s home] Over the past week, how 
often have you worn a mask while doing each of the following? 

VAX_NEWC Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 85 91 9.00 

(2) Often 59 62 6.11 

(3) Sometimes 135 139 13.65 

(4) Rarely 132 132 12.98 

(5) Never 294 288 28.39 

(6) I haven't done this 305 291 28.70 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

5 12 1.17 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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VAX_NEWD: [Outdoor activities like going for a walk or visiting with 
people outside] Over the past week, how often have you worn a mask 

while doing each of the following? 

VAX_NEWD Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Always 106 117 11.57 

(2) Often 72 77 7.59 

(3) Sometimes 119 138 13.55 

(4) Rarely 163 142 14.01 

(5) Never 434 421 41.48 

(6) I haven't done this 117 111 10.90 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

4 9 0.90 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

HOPEFUL1: Would you say that you are optimistic or pessimistic that you 
will be able to fully return to activities you participated in before the 

coronavirus outbreak in the next year? If you have already done this, you 
can say that too. 

HOPEFUL1 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Very optimistic 144 155 15.31 

(2) Somewhat optimistic 288 270 26.59 

(3) Neither optimistic nor 
pessimistic 

173 159 15.65 

(4) Somewhat pessimistic 190 183 18.06 

(5) Very pessimistic 62 64 6.29 

(6) Already have done this 153 169 16.64 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

5 15 1.46 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

REOPEN2A: [Attend religious services] In the next few weeks, will you 
personally: 

REOPEN2A Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 219 235 23.16 

(2) Yes, probably will 127 150 14.79 

(3) No, probably will not 216 212 20.93 

(4) No, definitely will not 424 393 38.74 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

29 24 2.37 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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REOPEN2B: [Visit friends or family] In the next few weeks, will you 
personally: 

REOPEN2B Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 366 361 35.53 

(2) Yes, probably will 441 431 42.44 

(3) No, probably will not 141 148 14.62 

(4) No, definitely will not 57 66 6.52 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

10 9 0.89 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

REOPEN2C: [Use public transportation] In the next few weeks, will you 
personally: 

REOPEN2C Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 43 39 3.89 

(2) Yes, probably will 63 68 6.70 

(3) No, probably will not 178 187 18.46 

(4) No, definitely will not 688 681 67.12 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

43 39 3.83 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

REOPEN2D: [Travel] In the next few weeks, will you personally: 

REOPEN2D Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 197 193 18.98 

(2) Yes, probably will 248 238 23.47 

(3) No, probably will not 259 248 24.40 

(4) No, definitely will not 292 317 31.23 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

19 20 1.93 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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REOPEN2E: [Go out to a bar or restaurant] In the next few weeks, will you 
personally: 

REOPEN2E Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 242 233 22.92 

(2) Yes, probably will 356 347 34.21 

(3) No, probably will not 199 192 18.96 

(4) No, definitely will not 205 234 23.10 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

13 8 0.82 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

REOPEN2F: [Go to the movies, a concert, or the theater] In the next few 
weeks, will you personally: 

REOPEN2F Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 62 65 6.44 

(2) Yes, probably will 165 174 17.11 

(3) No, probably will not 309 282 27.83 

(4) No, definitely will not 455 468 46.15 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

24 25 2.48 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

REOPEN2G: [Exercise at a gym or studio] In the next few weeks, will you 
personally: 

REOPEN2G Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 96 91 9.00 

(2) Yes, probably will 78 72 7.12 

(3) No, probably will not 188 193 19.05 

(4) No, definitely will not 610 619 61.01 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

43 39 3.82 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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REOPEN2H: [Go shopping in person for non-essential items] In the next 
few weeks, will you personally: 

REOPEN2H Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Yes, definitely will 378 354 34.86 

(2) Yes, probably will 405 408 40.19 

(3) No, probably will not 146 147 14.50 

(4) No, definitely will not 74 98 9.64 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

12 8 0.80 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

LTC15_1: [Live video service like Zoom, Doxy.me, or FaceTime] Have you 
received any care using any of the following since the COVID-19 pandemic 

started in March 2020? 

LTC15_1 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(0) No 672 680 66.96 

(1) Yes 343 335 33.04 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

LTC15_2: [Talking on the telephone] Have you received any care using 
any of the following since the COVID-19 pandemic started in March 2020? 

LTC15_2 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(0) No 586 561 55.31 

(1) Yes 429 454 44.69 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

LTC15_3: [Email] Have you received any care using any of the following 
since the COVID-19 pandemic started in March 2020? 

LTC15_3 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(0) No 770 757 74.54 

(1) Yes 245 258 25.46 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

LTC15_4: [Text message] Have you received any care using any of the 
following since the COVID-19 pandemic started in March 2020? 

LTC15_4 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(0) No 833 812 79.99 

(1) Yes 182 203 20.01 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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LTC15_5: [None of the above] Have you received any care using any of the 
following since the COVID-19 pandemic started in March 2020? 

LTC15_5 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(0) No 615 642 63.25 

(1) Yes 400 373 36.75 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

Q32: Once the COVID-19 outbreak is over, how likely are you to continue 
to seek care through telehealth? 

Q32 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 402 374 36.86 

(1) Extremely likely 37 37 3.62 

(2) Very likely 87 82 8.04 

(3) Somewhat likely 189 206 20.26 

(4) Not too likely 202 207 20.40 

(5) Not at all likely 97 109 10.73 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

1 1 0.10 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

VAX5: Will you... 

VAX5 Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

. 815 792 77.99 

(1) Definitely get a COVID-19 
vaccine 

10 16 1.54 

(2) Probably get a COVID-19 
vaccine 

20 31 3.05 

(3) Probably not get a COVID-19 
vaccine 

64 62 6.11 

(4) Definitely not get a COVID-19 
vaccine 

98 110 10.88 

(99) DON'T KNOW/SKIPPED ON 
WEB/REFUSED (VOL) 

8 4 0.44 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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POLITICS: Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an 
independent or none of these? 

POLITICS Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(-1) Unknown 4 5 0.53 

(1) Strong Democrat 259 263 25.90 

(2) Not so strong Democrat 115 111 10.89 

(3) Lean Democrat 105 91 8.98 

(4) Do not lean 133 126 12.46 

(5) Lean Republican 114 109 10.70 

(6) Not so strong Republican 112 118 11.63 

(7) Strong Republican 173 192 18.91 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

MARITAL: Marital status 

MARITAL Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Married 540 524 51.65 

(2) Widowed 83 83 8.20 

(3) Divorced 187 202 19.91 

(4) Separated 71 66 6.55 

(5) Never married 108 111 10.98 

(6) Living with partner 26 28 2.72 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

 

 

AGEGRP: Age 

AGEGRP Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) 50-59 318 356 35.11 

(2) 60-64 190 180 17.78 

(3) 65+ 507 478 47.12 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

 

EDUCATION: Educational attainment 

EDUCATION Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Less than high school 
graduate 

29 99 9.72 

(2) High school graduate 181 312 30.73 

(3) Some college 438 256 25.24 

(4) Bachelor's degree or higher 367 348 34.31 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        
  



NORC | Coronavirus Worries and Social Isolation among Older Adults 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  23 

RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

RACETH Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) White, non-Hispanic 780 717 70.61 

(2) African American, non-
Hispanic 

94 109 10.69 

(3) Hispanic 95 119 11.69 

(4) Other 46 71 7.02 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

GENDER: Gender 

GENDER Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Male 449 475 46.80 

(2) Female 566 540 53.20 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

HHINCOME: Household income 

HHINCOME Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Under $10,000 27 45 4.43 

(2) $10,000 to under $20,000 89 97 9.56 

(3) $20,000 to under $30,000 108 128 12.57 

(4) $30,000 to under $40,000 84 83 8.16 

(5) $40,000 to under $50,000 99 88 8.66 

(6) $50,000 to under $75,000 198 197 19.41 

(7) $75,000 to under $100,000 154 147 14.53 

(8) $100,000 to under $150,000 156 143 14.11 

(9) $150,000 or more 100 87 8.58 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

EMPSTATUS Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Employed 434 429 42.27 

(2) Not employed 581 586 57.73 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        
  



NORC | Coronavirus Worries and Social Isolation among Older Adults 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  24 

STATE: State of residence 

STATE Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

AK. Alaska 1 1 0.05 

AL. Alabama 22 22 2.16 

AR. Arkansas 12 18 1.73 

AZ. Arizona 35 25 2.48 

CA. California 97 106 10.47 

CO. Colorado 30 18 1.75 

CT. Connecticut 9 11 1.13 

DC. District of Columbia 2 2 0.22 

DE. Delaware 7 4 0.44 

FL. Florida 83 71 6.97 

GA. Georgia 26 25 2.48 

HI. Hawaii 4 3 0.30 

IA. Iowa 18 8 0.80 

ID. Idaho 10 5 0.49 

IL. Illinois 37 27 2.65 

IN. Indiana 32 37 3.61 

KS. Kansas 6 3 0.31 

KY. Kentucky 13 8 0.82 

LA. Louisiana 11 12 1.19 

MA. Massachusetts 13 17 1.64 

MD. Maryland 15 26 2.52 

ME. Maine 8 14 1.42 

MI. Michigan 31 29 2.82 

MN. Minnesota 26 21 2.10 

MO. Missouri 24 22 2.17 

MS. Mississippi 7 7 0.69 

MT. Montana 4 1 0.12 

NC. North Carolina 20 19 1.83 

ND. North Dakota 2 1 0.12 

NE. Nebraska 14 7 0.65 

NH. New Hampshire 4 4 0.41 

NJ. New Jersey 24 36 3.54 

NM. New Mexico 11 10 0.99 

NV. Nevada 11 8 0.82 

NY. New York 41 48 4.73 

OH. Ohio 35 33 3.23 

OK. Oklahoma 14 12 1.18 

OR. Oregon 16 21 2.09 

PA. Pennsylvania 36 48 4.75 

RI. Rhode Island 2 1 0.10 

SC. South Carolina 19 32 3.16 

SD. South Dakota 3 3 0.32 
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TN. Tennessee 16 24 2.36 

TX. Texas 59 70 6.92 

UT. Utah 7 4 0.35 

VA. Virginia 26 25 2.51 

VT. Vermont 3 2 0.24 

WA. Washington 22 24 2.41 

WI. Wisconsin 36 25 2.51 

WV. West Virginia 7 10 0.95 

WY. Wyoming 4 3 0.29 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 

        

CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

CENSUS_REGION Frequency 

Weighted Weighted 
Percent Frequency 

(1) Northeast 140 182 17.95 

(2) Midwest 264 216 21.28 

(3) South 359 387 38.15 

(4) West 252 230 22.62 

Total 1,015 1,015 100.00 
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Map of Census Regions 

 


